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from the president
Becoming Our Authentic Selves

Heartfelt greetings from Siena Heights University!  
The theme chosen for this academic year was authenticity. The freshmen read for the  

summer was “My Orange Duffel Bag: A Journey to Radical Change,” by Sam Bracken and 
Echo Garrett. 

The theme of authenticity was quite prevalent throughout the book. Basically, a young 
man from challenging beginnings decides to be and become his true self through his own 
reflections, persistence and the aid of others. The students loved the book and could relate to 
it well. We also had some great presentations on authenticity at our Common Dialogue Day in 
late September.  Students, faculty and staff all participated as presenters and/or participants.  

When I think about authenticity, I tend to go to a spirituality of authenticity. I ask myself 
many questions:

Is becoming authentic a process?  
Who did God create me to be?  
Am I striving to become who God created me to be?  
Can I live in this world that calls all of us to be so many things and remain authentic?  
How does prayer assist me in being authentic, and how does my membership in a commu-

nity (in this case, the Siena Heights community) assist me in being authentic?  
For me, and, I think for many others, the answers we give to these questions and the cour-

age to ask them contributes greatly to the process of becoming our authentic selves. 
When I stand before God, I stand there with nothing but me. That is who I am, my true 

self. Deceiving ourselves or others by being someone who we are not encourages inauthentic-
ity and we are not our best selves.  

So, an honest look at ourselves while praying and interacting with members of our com-
munity helps us to be truly authentic. As members of a university founded in the Dominican, 
Catholic traditions, we are all called to live a reflective life that helps us grow into our indi-
vidual and institutional sense of authenticity.

As the year continues on, I am sure we will all learn more about authenticity. I invite you  
to do the same as we journey together as “Saints” becoming who God created us to be.  
And, remember the words of St. Catherine of Siena: “If you are who we should be, you will 
set the world on fire.”  

Blessings on you and all your loved ones!

Column
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Doug Goodnough 
Editor

Alumni, Keep Those Stories Coming!
I continue to be amazed at the alumni of Siena Heights University.
During the most recent Homecoming Weekend, I had a front row seat for both the alumni 

awards ceremony and the athletic hall of fame banquet. Those who were honored had some 
astounding stories to tell. 

Katie Guilbault Decker, ’89 was honored with an alumni award for her work in transform-
ing a struggling inner-city school in Las Vegas into one of the most successful in Nevada.  
In her acceptance speech, she talked about how the Adrian Dominicans made her Siena 
Heights education happen. Not able to afford the tuition, she spoke through tears about  
how the Adrian Dominicans stepped in and paid for her tuition, allowing her to earn her  
degree in teacher education, and go on to become the award-winning principal she is today.

Then there’s the story of small-town boy Adam Hartle ’06. A promising pole vaulter from 
the tiny farm town of Homer, Mich., he was garnering some Division I attention before he 
suffered a broken back. After doctors advised him that he should never compete again,  
most of the schools who were recruiting him left the picture. Not Siena Heights. Again, 
through a tearful Hall-of-Fame acceptance speech, Hartle talked about how Siena Heights  
and coaches Tim Bauer and Mark Dooley believed in him. The payoff: Hartle went on to  
become a national champion pole vaulter for the Saints. And most importantly, he earned  
his degree and is a successful and productive member of society.

In the pages of this issue, you have two more unbelievable examples of Siena Heights 
graduates in action.

Zach Bailey ’14 talks about how a college internship with Disney that almost didn’t happen 
transformed his life and allowed him the career of his dreams. How many 20-somethings can 
say they have worked with people like Prince Harry, George Lucas and J.K. Rowling? 

And then there’s our cover story, Stacey Kozel. Suffering from the debilitating disease  
lupus since high school and living through two life-threatening accidents, Kozel considered  
it a major accomplishment when she could walk across the stage and receive her Siena 
Heights diploma in 2015. A year later, the paralyzed 42-year-old completed the 2,190-mile 
Appalachian Trail on foot—and has become a national story doing it. Just wow.

Do you have a story to tell? If you are a Siena Heights graduate, I’m sure you do. Don’t  
be afraid to tell us about it. You can reach out to me at dgoodnou@sienaheights.edu. Also, 
we have online nomination forms for both the alumni awards and the athletic hall of fame, 
not to mention the Rising Stars piece in every issue of the magazine. They are available at 
www.sienaheights.edu.

Keep those stories coming!



from the heights
SHU and Chinese Institute 
Collaborate on Business 
Degree Partnership
Siena Heights University and the 
Shijiazhuang Vocational Technology 
Institute of China recently announced 
a business administration bachelor’s 
degree articulation agreement in August 
2016. SVTI marketing and planning 
majors will have the opportunity to 
attend Siena Heights during their final 
year of study. Under the agreement, SVTI 
students will complete the first three 
years of coursework in the marketing 
and planning major at Shijiazhuang, 
then can attend SHU and take courses in 
SHU’s business administration program to 
complete their major. Students will also 
take English language courses and live  
on campus during their time in the U.S.

Environmental Science 
Students Conduct Research 
in Florida
In April 2016, Siena Heights Environ- 
mental Science majors/minors traveled 
to Florida’s Ponce Inlet and the Indian 
River Lagoon, the most bio-diverse 
estuary in North America covering two 
climate zones and 156 miles from Ponce 
Inlet to Jupiter Inlet. Students researched 
current environmental issues impacting 
a particular local habitat or species. They 
then toured or caught these species (live 
catch and release). Subsequent research 
involved tours of local conservation/
preservation sites developed to protect 
these same habitats or species. 

Reuss-McCann on Panel  
at BGSU
Professor of Sport Management Dr.  
Peggy Reuss-McCann was a panelist 
at the Social Justice through Sport and 
Exercise Psychology symposium April 1-2 
at Bowling Green St. University. She  
participated in a discussion on commu- 
nity engagement and social justice.

Campus News

Siena Heights Hosts  
Inclusion Event May 20
Siena Heights hosted the American 
College Personnel Association’s Equity 
and Inclusion Summit May 20. SHU 
Director of Diversity and Inclusion Sharese 
Mathis co-chaired the event, which had 
a theme of “Practicing Authenticity, 
Integrity and Self-Care as Students and 
Educators.” The objective was to bring 
graduate students, student affairs prac- 
titioners and faculty together to discuss 
the challenges in student affairs, equity 
and inclusion and social justice work. 

Scholarship Symposium 
Again Highlights Top  
Student Scholarship
SHU presented its second annual Scholar- 
ship Symposium April 20. The event 
kicked off with a keynote address by 
Wayne St. University Associate Professor 
of History Dr. Danielle McGuire. Her talk,  
entitled “The Power of the Past: History 
and the Art of Storytelling,” illuminated 
why history matters to our contemporary 
society. There were also a series of break- 
out sessions throughout the remainder  
of the day. More than 180 students par- 
ticipated in the symposium.

Warner Works with Girls  
from South Dakota 
Reservation
In July, SHU Assistant Professor of Theater 
and Creative Stages Director Joni Warner 
worked with girls from the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota. Through this 
unique program of cultural immersion and 
academics, she learned about the Lakota 
traditions as well as offered workshops 
in dramatic arts. “Wincincola Wiyannan 
Wounspe” math camp in conjunction with 
the “Tapa Wankaye Woecun” ceremony 
were conducted on the sacred ground of 
Pe’Sla in the Black Hills July 24-29. This 
is the first time in more than 100 years 
that the ceremony has returned to Pe’Sla. 
The hope is that returning to Pe’Sla and 
learning will empower these young girls, 
many who are at high risk for suicide. 

Wassmer Publishes  
Research Articles
SHU Assistant Professor of Biology 
Thomas Wassmer recently teamed up with 
Professor Roberto Refinetti, one of the 
leading researchers on biological rhythms, 
and published two research articles:

•	“Daily Activity and Nest Occupation 
Patterns of Fox Squirrels (Sciurus niger) 
throughout the Year” was published in 
the open-access journal PLoS ONE.

•	“Variability of Behavioral Chronotypes 
of 16 Mammalian Species under 
Controlled Conditions” was published 
in: Physiology & Behavior 161:53-59.

•	Also, Olivia Smith, whose senior project 
Wassmer supervised, developed an 
ethogram of behaviors of the critically 
endangered Bridled White-Eye  
(Zosterops conspicillatus). The two 
cooperated in writing a paper on this 
topic that was accepted for publication 
in The Wilson Journal of Ornithology.

•	Finally, last summer, Wassmer con- 
tributed to the work of an international 
group of ecologists, organized by 
Jorge Ari Noriega of the Department 
of Biogeography and Global Change 
at the Museum of Natural Science in 
Madrid, Spain. Noriega will study the 
dynamics of dung removal in many 
countries worldwide.

Porath, Detwiler Present at 
National Advising Conference
SHU’s Director of Advising Wiona Porath 
and Student Support Services Director 
Robert Detwiler, along with colleagues 
from Calvin and MacMurry colleges, 
presented at the 2016 NACADA annual 
conference Oct. 5-8 in Atlanta. Their 
presentation “It’s HOTlanta: Don’t Burn 
Out,” was selected by the Small Colleges 
& Universities Commission to be one of 
its sponsored sessions. Each NACADA 
commission can select a maximum of 
three proposals for this honor. Com-
mission-sponsored status is awarded 
to sessions that reflected information 
particularly representative of that com- 

mission’s interests. Sponsored status will 
be reflected in the program everyone 
receives at the conference, facilitating 
attendance by participants interested  
in this commission’s focus. 

Meyers Named New Director 
of Nursing at SHU

Stacey Meyers, RN, 
MSN, APRN-BC, PMHNP, 
was named the next 
director of Nursing. Her 
first day at Siena Heights 
was June 30. Meyers 
previously served as a 

nurse practitioner at the Veterans Affairs 
Hospital in Ann Arbor. She also worked 
in nursing in Georgia and Pennsylvania. 
She earned bachelor’s degrees in nursing 
and psychology from The Ohio State 
University, her MSN from the University of 
Pennsylvania and is a doctoral candidate 
at Mercer University in Atlanta. She was 
the assistant director of undergraduate 
nursing at Columbus St. (Ga.) University 
from 2014-15 and also an instructor  
there for four years. 

Ross Presents at Education 
Summer Conference
In July, SHU Assistant Professor of Edu- 
cation/Special Education Julie Ross 
presented at the North Carolina Career 
and Technical Education Summer Con- 
ference in Greensboro, N.C. Her presen-
tations, “What’s Up with the Teenage 
Brain,” and “Teamwork Makes the Dream  
Work!” stem from her years of interest 
and passion for the educational 
application and implications of brain 
research.

Moody Publishes Research  
in Journal of Urban Health
Siena Heights Associate Professor of 
Environmental Science Heather Moody 
had her manuscript “The Relationship of 
Neighborhood Socioeconomic Differences 
and Racial Residential Segregation to 
Childhood Blood Lead Levels in Metro- 
politan Detroit” accepted by the Journal 
of Urban Health.
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Campus News

Hamilton Participates in 
Summer Institute in Israel
SHU Director of Engineering Ryan 
Hamilton was one of 24 college and 
university professors who participated 
in the Jewish National Fund and 
Media Watch International’s Faculty 
Fellowship Summer Institute in Israel. 
The group spent 10 rigorous days 
traveling throughout Israel, meeting 
Israeli professors in their disciplines 
with the same or similar research 
interests, all with the goal of developing 
collaborations, research projects, 
co-authoring articles and establishing 
exchange programs with faculty and 
students. Speakers enlightened and 
educated the participants all about Israel, 
its history, the Holocaust and Israeli 
and Arab women’s rights among other 
topics. Throughout their visit, participants 
were exposed to Israeli culture, toured 
historical sites, made connections with 
local residents and got a taste of the 
Israeli way of life. “It was an excellent 
opportunity to accelerate the interna-
tionalization of my program and research 
while learning about the diversity, plu- 
rality of political views and and vibrancy 
of modern Israel,” Hamilton said. The 
Institute is a competitive academic 
fellowship that invites full-time university 
and college faculty members to apply to 
participate in the two-week fellowship. 
The program links scholars from diverse 
disciplines with their Israeli counterparts 
at major institutions for the purpose of 
initiating exchanges and collaborations.

SHU Honored with Gold Level 
Status by MVAA
For the second consecutive year, Siena 
Heights University earned Gold Level 
status in Veteran-Friendly School pro- 
gram created by the Michigan Veterans 
Affairs Agency. The program recognizes 

institutions of 
higher learning for 
their dedication to 
student veterans and 
dependents utilizing 
their G.I. Bill and 
other educational 

benefits. Recognized Michigan colleges 
and universities earned either bronze-, 
silver- or gold-level status as determined 
by the number of services they offer to 
student veterans. Some of the criteria 
schools were ranked on included having 
an active student-operated veterans club 
or association; veteran-specific career 
services or advising; on-campus veteran’s 
coordinator and awarding credit based  
on prior military training and experience.
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Barr Created Unique Self- 
Guided Walking Tour of 
Historic Adrian
SHU Professor of Art History Peter Barr 
has released a new web site that features 
a self-guided walking tour of the city 
of Adrian’s historic district. Formerly 
known as www.adrianarchitecture.com, 
the new site, www.adrianarchitecture.
org, features the Dennis and State 
streets Historic District, a neighborhood 
of privately owned homes listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places since 
1975. This web page offers an updated 
version of the popular self-guided walking 
tour that the Lenawee County Historical 
Museum printed a decade ago. 

SHU Hosts Children’s 
Literature Event
SHU’s English Program hosted several 
southeastern Michigan authors for “A 
Celebration of Children’s Literature” event 
Sept. 15 in Dominican Hall. Authors 
attending included Shutta Crum, Deborah 
Diesen, Debbie Gonzales, Maripat 
Perkins, Nancy Shaw and Lisa Wheeler. 
Each author performed a short reading, 
and there was a panel discussion and 
then a book signing following. 

Ethnic and Gender Studies 
Institute Created at SHU
SHU announced the creation of its first 
institute: the Ethnic and Gender Studies 
Institute. Directed by Associate Professor 
of English Julie Barst, it will build upon 
the current EGS minor program and work 
closely in partnership with Sharese Mathis 
in the Office of Diversity and Inclusion, 
various student groups and the Adrian 
community. The Institute will also offer 
a film and speaker series and expand 
educational opportunities in numerous 
curricular areas.

SHU Online Learning 
Program Has One of Best 
Graduation Rates in Nation
Siena Heights University’s undergraduate 
Online Learning Program has the nation’s 
second highest graduation rate among 
private institutions and was fifth overall 
in a recent report released by the U.S. 
News and World Report. This is the 
second consecutive year Siena Heights 
has made the list. SHU’s Online Learning 
Program made the U.S. News and World 
Report’s “Short List” of top 10 colleges or 
universities that had the highest six-year 
completion rates based on students 
who entered in 2008-09. U.S. News 
surveyed 1,750 schools for its survey of 
online bachelor’s degree programs. Siena 
Heights was the second highest private 
institution ranked with an 83.7 percent 
graduation rate during that period. SHU 
was fifth overall nationally among all 
institutions, placing behind the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis, the University of  
Illinois-Chicago, Southwestern Oklahoma 
St. University and Malone University. 
Earlier in 2016, Siena Heights’ Online 
Learning Program was ranked 72nd 
nationally in the U.S. News and World 
Report’s 2016 Best Online Bachelor’s 
Programs ranking. SHU has offered on- 
line bachelor’s degree completion pro- 
grams in selected majors since 2004.

Jaramillo Presents at Canon 
Law Convention
SHU adjunct professor Eileen Jaramillo 
presented a paper at the Canon Law 
Convention in Houston, Texas. It was 
entitled “Are There Canonical Implications 
In Pope Francis’s Apostolic Exhortation 
The Joy of Love In The Family?” Her paper 
will be published in the spring.  

Frost Presents at Communal 
Studies Conference
SHU Associate Professor of History Dr. 
Julieanna Frost recently presented her 
paper, “Awaiting the Second Coming 
in the Piney Woods: The New House 
of Israel” at the Communal Studies 
Association Conference in Salt Lake City.

Lauderdale Honored by the 
State Bar of Michigan with 
Klein Award

SHU Professor Emerita 
of Social Work Ann 
Lauderdale received 
the Nancy S. Klein 
Award from the State 
Bar of Michigan in 
September 2016 for her 

work in alternative dispute resolution. 
She was honored at the group’s annual 
conference in Grand Rapids. She has been 
at the forefront of the use of mediation, 
restorative justice and other alternatives 
instead of traditional legal solutions to 
disputes for more than 30 years. Though 
retired from SHU, she also is a volunteer 
mediator, trainer and adviser for the 
Southeastern Dispute Resolution Services 
Center, which serves Lenawee, Jackson, 
Hillsdale and Monroe counties. She also 
recently completed a mediation training 
manual and a trainer’s manual that 
have been approved by the Michigan 
State Court Administrator’s Office as a 
general civil mediator training program. 
Lauderdale was approved as a lead 
trainer by the SCAO.

Walter Publishes Article in 
Journal of Catholic Higher 
Education
SHU Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies Sister Patricia Walter, OP, had her 
article, “’What We Have Seen...’: Higher 
Education in the Dominican Tradition,” 
published in the international Journal of 
Catholic Higher Education. It will appear 
in the Winter 2016 edition.

SHU President Speaks at 
Regional Advancement 
Conference 
SHU President Sister Peg Albert spoke at 
the Independent College Advancement 
Associates Conference in August in Perrys- 
burg, Ohio (above). She was the presi- 
dential keynote speaker and presented 
on the importance of friendraising 
and fundraising for small colleges and 
universities.

Cichy Named New Director  
of Teacher Education at SHU

SHU announced that 
Kelly Cichy, PhD, is 
Siena’s new director of 
the Teacher Education 
Program. Her first day 
was July 29. She was 
previously the director  

of Curriculum and Consultation for the 
STEM Services/Project Lead the Way for  
the Lenawee Intermediate School District.  
From 2010-12, she also was the director 
of the Graduate Teacher Education Pro- 
gram at SHU. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in English Literature from DePauw 
(Ind.) University, her master’s degree in 
Cultural Anthropology from Southern 
Illinois University and her doctorate in 
Physical (Biological) Anthropology from 
Southern Illinois. She also completed 
SHU’s Intensive Certification Program  
and has her Michigan Professional  
Certification in secondary education  
in biology and English. 
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Campus News

Siena Heights Opens  
Degree Completion Center  
in Kalamazoo
Siena Heights University and Kalamazoo 
Valley Community College formally 
signed an agreement Sept. 26, 2016, 
(above) that will allow KVCC students 
to complete four-year degrees with 
SHU. KVCC President Marilyn Schlack 
and SHU President Sister Peg Albert, 
OP, PhD, signed the memorandum of 
understanding that allows SHU to open  
a campus at KVCC’s University Center. 

“We are pleased to be collaborating with 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College 
in offering four-year degree completion 
options on the KVCC campus,” President 
Albert said. “We are excited to be on 
their campus to be able to offer more 
educational opportunities to their 
students as well as to the Kalamazoo 
area community.” After completing an 
associate degree, students will be able 
to seamlessly continue their education in 
the same buildings with the same services 
with which they have grown accustomed. 

Students seeking a four-year degree at 
Siena Heights will be able to choose 
from a number of programs. Classes are 
scheduled to begin in 2017. Including  
its Adrian campus, Siena Heights now  
has nine locations throughout Michigan, 
as well as online.

Mathis Receives Excellence  
in Leadership Award
SHU Director of Diversity and Inclusion 
Sharese Shannon Mathis was recently 
awarded the 2016 American College 
Personnel Association-Michigan Excel- 
lence in Leadership Award for her 
work at SHU. ACPA is a comprehensive 
professional development organization 
for college student educators. Members 
come from a wide array of student and 
academic affairs functions, including 
academic advising, residence life, career  

services, student activities and multi- 
cultural services. The Excellence in 
Leadership Award, is given to a ACPA 
member who has demonstrated 
continuous and sustained leadership.

Scientist Draud Named New 
CAS Dean at SHU
Siena Heights University named Dr. Mat- 
thew Draud as its new dean of the Col- 
lege of Arts and Sciences. His first day  
at Siena Heights was July 18. 

Before coming to SHU, 
Draud was the head of 
the biology department 
at Armstrong St. Univer- 
sity in Savannah, Ga.,  
for three years. Previous 
to that, he was chair 

of the biology department at Long 
Island (N.Y.) University Post for 10 years. 
He earned his bachelor’s degree from 
Thomas More (Ky.) College, his master’s 
from the University of Louisiana-Lafayette 
and his PhD from Lehigh University, all in 
biology. He is a broadly trained ecologist 
with a strong interest in marine systems, 
especially coral reefs.

Over his career, Dr. Draud has overseen 
numerous full-time faculty hires and 
tenure and promotion decisions. He is an 
avid faculty advocate and mentor, and is 
well-versed in the role that small private 

universities play in the landscape of 
higher education. 

Dr. Draud worked to bring a brand new 
genetic counseling graduate program to 
LIU Post as well as the external fund- 
ing to support its growth. More recently, 
working in collaboration with greater 
Savannah area entrepreneurs and philan- 
thropists, he brought a brand new Aqua- 
ponics Research Center to Armstrong St.  
It is dedicated to the study of technol- 
ogies and practices to improve the 
sustainability and profitability of this 
soilless agriculture method.  

“I am grateful to Siena Heights University 
for the wonderful opportunity they 
have given me,” Dr. Draud said. “I look 
forward to personal and professional 
growth as a scientist and as a leader in 
higher education. Having the chance to 
engage with the outstanding faculty, staff 
and students in the College of Arts and 
Sciences, and to support our programs 
and forge new paths is truly exciting.”  

He was born in Covington, Ky. His wife, 
Michelle, is a registered nurse special- 
izing in high risk OB-GYN patients.  
The couple has two children, Travis,  
22, and Savannah, 18.

Weinstein Earns National 
Acclaim for “Children of  
the New World”
SHU faculty member Alexander Weinstein 
had his debut collection, “Children of the 
New World,” receiving national media 
acclaim. It named as top pick of the week 
by The New York Times and was also in 
Entertainment Weekly. It also received 
national reviews from The Atlantic and 
Boston Globe, and was named among 
The Best Science Fiction Books of Septem- 
ber by The Washington Post. Also, an 
excerpt from the short story, “Moksha,” 
from the collection has been republished 
by the Buddhist Magazine, Tricycle. The 
book is available at major book sellers 
including Amazon. A book signing was 
held at SHU on September 29 (below). 

Siena Heights Only Michigan 
Institution to Receive 
$300,000 Program Grant
In September 2016, Siena Heights 
University received a $300,000 federal 
Campus Program Grant from the Justice 
Department’s Office on Violence Against 
Women to help students who are victims 
of sexual assault, domestic violence, 
dating violence and stalking.

Siena Heights was one of 45 colleges and 
universities nationwide – and the only 
institution in Michigan – to receive one of 
61 grants totaling $25 million.

“These Department of Justice campus 
grants are extremely competitive, and the 
fact that Siena Heights was funded is a 
real testament to the professional effort 
that was put forward by all involved,” 
said SHU President Sister Peg Albert, OP, 
PhD. “These funds will really provide a 
great resource for Siena Heights and its 
students. I would like to thank our Dean 

for Students, Michael 
Orlando, for lead- 

ing this effort, 
as well as the 
many others who 
helped make this 
grant possible.”

According to a 
release from the 

OVW, recipients of 
these awards will work 

to deliver effective, compre- 
hensive and coordinated strategies that 
help survivors heal; reduce campus sexual 
and domestic violence; and improve the 
institution’s response to these crimes. 
The awards will make possible a range 
of services, including specialized training 
for campus law enforcement, healthcare 
providers, university housing personnel 
and others who are often first responders.  

“Schools that individualize their response 
to sexual, dating and domestic violence 
are better able to meet the unique needs 
of their student populations, especially 
underserved groups,” said OVW Principal 
Deputy Director Bea Hanson, Ph.D., in a 
statement. “Coordinated, comprehensive 
responses allow college communities to 
develop sustainable strategies to address 
these crimes.” 

“We are grateful to have this additional 
funding that will directly serve our 
students, help improve Siena Heights’ 
readiness and response, as well as work 
to prevent such incidents from happening 
on campus,” President Albert said.



Rice Award Winner Erin Zerbe  
Mixes Style with Substance On campus, she is simply 

known as “Z.”
And that is just fine with Siena 

Heights University Assistant Professor  
of Art Erin Zerbe.

“It’s one of those nicknames that 
evolved organically and became what  
it is,” she said. “It’s kind of built a little 
bit of a persona around it. I like that.  
It’s fun. It allows me to come in and get 
right into work mode. When I am at 
work, I am ‘Z.’”

She may show up to class in a super-
hero costume to co-teach an animation 
and creative writing course on comic 
books. Or she may use a wild array of 

hair color and fashion to make a state-
ment. However, despite establishing her 
unique persona, her efforts in the class-
room are what endeared her to her stu-
dents as the recipient of the 2016 Eileen 
Rice Award for Outstanding Teaching.

“For me, winning the award was this 
culmination of a lifetime of work,” said 
Zerbe, who came to Siena Heights in 
2012, her first full-time faculty position. 
“I dedicated myself not only to being an 
artist, but to being an educator.”

Zerbe tried the artist path early in her 
career. After finishing her undergraduate 
degree at Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity, she took a job in the corporate 

world creating digital online content for 
the web and social media.

“I was miserable,” she said of the ex-
perience. “I just couldn’t figure out why. 
I was doing something creative, and I 
enjoyed creating it, but I was exhausted 
and frustrated all the time.”

She quit her job and returned to grad-
uate school. After receiving her Master 
of Fine Arts degree from the Maryland 
Institute College of Art in 2011, Zerbe 
took an adjunct teaching position at 
VCU. However, it was only temporary, 
and when she saw a full-time opening at 
Siena Heights, she applied.

Campus Feature
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“When I got here and got the oppor-
tunity to meet everybody, I instantly felt 
like part of a family,” Zerbe said of the 
interview process. “I had never felt that 
in any job ever before. I really was hop-
ing and praying that I was going to get 
the position. It’s truly an amazing place.”

Zerbe teaches courses in videography, 
animation and web design for SHU’s art 
department. She said Siena’s students 
are unique from other art students she’s 
encountered.

“They are just hard-working and salt-
of-the-earth,” she said. “They come in 
and they don’t have that air that a lot of 
art students have. … The students are 
kind and they’re willing to work hard and 
they’re here because they truly believe 
in the process and they want to better 
themselves.”

She said she not only wants to make 
them better artists, but better people. 

“I believe that’s what we do here, is 
prepare them to be what we talk about 
in our mission statement, to be compe-
tent, purposeful and ethical individuals,” 

Zerbe said. “That’s beyond just the mate-
rial that they’re learning. I want them 
to be competent artists, but it’s more 
important to me that they are competent 
individuals and they’re going to be pro-
ductive members of society.”

She said she uses her flamboyant style 
to often overcome her feelings of anxiety 
around others.

“I am actually very, very anxious and 
awkward and kind of uncomfortable,” 
she said of her social side. “So I compen-
sate by being goofy. That’s my defense 
mechanism. Deep down I’m still this 
nervous young kid who wants everybody 
to like me. I pretend to be goofy to bal-
ance that out. But when I need to be  
serious, I can be.”

She said despite her vast experience 
in digital media, she has recently re-
turned to her artistic roots to help deal 
with the unexpected death of her father  
a couple of years ago.

“I recently fell back in love with draw-
ing and illustration,” Zerbe said. “I found 
that to be really cathartic to me.”

Outside of the classroom, she is using 
her art to help in the community. Selling 
her artwork at comic book conventions 
and expositions under the guise of Kim-
chi Zerbe, she donates all her proceeds 
to help the Lenawee Humane Society 
rescue, neuter and spay feral cats in the 
community.

“This is a huge problem in Lenawee 
County,” she said. 

She said receiving the Rice Award 
helped validate her decision to follow  
the teaching path.

“Maybe I’m not messing this up,” Zer-
be quipped. “I’m doing OK. There is this 
really weird line between like crippling 
self-doubt and uncontrollable narcissism. 
That’s kind of where most artists sit. 
When I won the award, I was like, ‘So,  
I don’t suck at this. That’s cool to know.’ 
It was kind of like a dream come true, to 
be acknowledged for the amount of work 
that I put in and the level of dedication 
I feel that I commit to my students. This 
was a great way for them to say, ‘we do 
see it and we know you work hard, and 
thank you.’” u

“There is this really weird 
line between like crippling 
self-doubt and uncontrol-
lable narcissism. That’s kind 
of where most artists sit. 
When I won the award, I was 
like, ‘So, I don’t suck at this. 
That’s cool to know.’”

Outstanding Undergraduate Student Award: 
Senior Phoenix Duncan of Clayton, Mich.— 
Duncan, who graduated with honors in May with  
a bachelor’s degree in psychology, was involved  
in the McNair Scholars Program, track and field 
and several on-campus groups, including Adopt-
a-Sister, Share the Warmth, Camp Sunshine and 
Kappa Gamma Pi, the national Catholic college 
honor society. As a high jumper, Duncan has been 
an NAIA All-American multiple times, including 
winning a national title during the 2015 outdoor 
season. She is currently employed with the Boys 
and Girls Club of Lenawee. 

Outstanding Undergraduate Student Award: 
Senior Amber Denomme of Mason, Mich.— 
Graduating with honors in May with a bachelor’s 
degree in biology, Denomme has been a peer  
mentor for First Year Experience the past three 
years, a co-leader to 1Mosaic’s College Life, presi-
dent of the Beta Beta Beta national biology honors 
society and a member of Scientia. Denomme  
plans on attending graduate school to become  
a physical therapist. 

Thomas A. Emmett Award: 
(Outstanding Junior Scholar-Athlete)— 
	 Andrea Richards, Brody Davidson

Team Academic Award: Women’s Golf

Division Outstanding Student Awards:
Business and Management: Kenneth DeGraaf, 	
	 Parker Ross
Computing, Mathematics, and the Sciences: 	
	 Anh Duong, Patrick Cuthbertson
Education: Elizabeth Treece, Undergraduate
Humanities: Lauryn Dempsey, Andrea Rumler
Nursing: Katherine Blackmer, Cheyenne Booker
Social and Behavioral Sciences: Kelsey Renee 	
	 Cunningham, Jessica K. Finney
Visual and Performing Arts: Michelle Force
St. Catherine of Alexandria Medal: 
	 Amelia Balinski

Graduate College Outstanding  
Student Awards:
Clinical Mental Health Counseling: 
	 Linda Stewart, Nia Wolfe, Abigail Norris
Health Care Leadership: Thomas Keith
Higher Ed Leadership: Christine Irwin
Organizational Leadership:  
	 Fernando Kumaraningrat, Kourtney Price
Teacher Education: Lisa Fisher

Faculty and Staff Awards:
Staff Excellence: Keri Brenning, Kate Hamilton
Jack Bologna Award for Innovative Teaching: 	
	 Alan Moore
Sister Jean Cecile Hunt Outstanding Advisor 	
	 Award: Nicholas Kaplan
Professors Emeriti: William Blackerby, Claudia 	
	 Blanchard, Mark Schersten, Sister Pat  
	 Schnapp, Anthony Scioly
Fred Smith Champion Award: Annita Aranda

2016 SHU Award Winners 
from Honors Convocation:

Campus Feature
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FRONT ROW SEAT

One of those is former UM wide receiver Jason Avant, who 
Borton called one of his favorites. A drug dealer in the seventh 
grade while living in the Chicago area, Avant turned his life 
around and became a leader both on the field and off.

“He was a powerful man of faith and witness to his teammates,” 
said Borton of Avant, who went on to play in the NFL. “Those 
stories are just incredible to be able to tell. It’s been great to be 
able to tell different stories in different ways that go far beyond 
a football game or a basketball game.”

Borton, who turned an English degree and a newspaper intern-
ship into a career in sports journalism, credits Siena Heights for 
sparking his career path. As the editor of the Spectra student 
newspaper while in college, he was able to secure an internship 
writing locally for the Adrian Daily Telegram. 

 If you are a serious fan of the University of Michigan athletics, 
you probably have heard of John Borton ’81.

As senior editor of The Wolverine Magazine, a multimedia pub-
lication that covers the University of Michigan athletic program, 
the Siena Heights graduate has had a front row seat reporting 
all things Michigan for the past 25 years. From the Bo Schem-
bechler era of Wolverine football to the present-day College 
World Series appearance by the softball team, Borton has  
seen—and reported—on it all.

Anyone familiar with Michigan athletics knows some of their 
most well-known figures. Names like Schembechler, Tom Brady, 
Charles Woodson, Chris Webber, Michael Phelps and Jim Har-
baugh are all people Borton has gotten to know professionally, 
some even personally. But he said some of his most memorable 
interviews are also from some lesser-known sources.

Alumni Feature
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“The genesis of that came from (Siena Heights),” he said. “I re-
member having so many English classes that the Sisters had me 
using active voice (in his writing). To this day, I think about it.”

When he graduated, the newspaper hired him as a reporter,  
and he spent several years honing his craft until the opportunity 
with the magazine came along.

“A deskmate of mine was doing freelance articles for a new  
publication in Ann Arbor,” Borton recalled. “He says to me,  
‘This would be right up your alley.’”

He applied for the job 
with the then-fledgling 
The Wolverine Magazine 
and was hired. Now,  
more than 20 football 
bowl games later, he is  
in charge of the news  
operation that has the 
task of covering UM’s 
multitude of athletic  
programs—and person-
alities—on a daily basis.

“I was a fanatical Michi-
gan fan,” Borton said 
when he started with  

the magazine. “I was well-grounded in that area before I went 
up there. … It’s tough to stay unbiased. We try not to be ad-
versarial, and we’ve never tried to make it personal.”

However, Borton realizes that while most of his readers want  
to read about the “good news” of the athletic program, they 
also want the details when the news isn’t so positive.

“You can walk a fine line,” he said. “It’s always interesting  
and always that tension. That’s part of learning to navigate.”

Borton said establishing trust and good relationships with  
the coaches, administration and the student-athletes is a key 
part of his job. But keeping his credibility with his readers is 
equally as important.

“You have to build a reputation of honesty and integrity so peo-
ple know you’re going to do your homework,” he said. “What 
you put out there (needs) to be trustworthy. People want to 
know they are getting a fair shake.”

Borton said the Jim Harbaugh era has ushered in new enthusi-
asm at Michigan, but also has its challenges.

“You want pressure? It’s sitting there in a Jim Harbaugh press con- 
ference and making sure you don’t ask a question that is going 
to get you ‘Harb-ed,’” Borton said of the term that means asking 
a dumb question. “He’s an intense character. He’s a winner.”

Although the focuses is primarily on football and men’s basket-
ball—which drives subscriptions—he said he makes a point  
to try to cover other Michigan athletic programs fairly.

“We try to reach out and cover other things,” he said. “Our  
readers consider football steak and the others are vegetables,  
I guess. That’s a tough balance. They’re not any less important 
in a sense that they work just as hard.”

Borton’s job has evolved with the technology as well. No longer 
a “traditional” editor reading and editing copy, he has learned 
how to take and edit video and audio, and also keep up in so-
cial media circles.
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“I remember having so 
many English classes that 
the Sisters had me using 
active voice (in his writing). 
To this day, I think about it.”

“I actually do less editing now than I used to,” he said. “These 
days, I’m running around with a monopod and my phone cam-
era shooting press conferences or shooting the NCAA tourna-
ment. I never thought I’d tweet in my life. Now I tweet every  
day. That’s just part of the deal.”

From sitting in Schembechler’s office listening to old football 
stories to shadowing student-athletes who visit children in Mott 
Children’s Hospital, Borton said he is living out his dream job.

“It’s been a great experience,” Borton said. “I’ve gotten to know 
so many people up there (at Michigan), and enjoyed so many 
aspects of that world.” u
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Athletics News

SHU Student-Athletes Excel  
in the Classroom
Siena Heights student-athletes earned  
an aggregate grade point average of  
3.11 for the 2016 winter semester. Lead- 
ing the way was the women’s golf team 
with a 3.80 aggregate GPA. A total of 
233 female student-athletes earned an  
aggregate GPA of 3.39. A total of 353  
male student-athletes earned an aggre- 
gate GPA of 2.92. 

ALSO: The Saints softball team (above) 
took the top spot in the NAIA with a  
3.72 team grade point average, accord- 
ing to the National Fastpitch Coaches 
Association. In all divisions, Siena Heights 
was topped only by NCAA Division III 
Newbury (N.C.) College (3.77) and NCAA 
Division II Upper Iowa (3.764) for the 
overall collegiate high. The Saints also 
had a collegiate-high 26 student-athletes 
honored as NFCA Scholar-Athletes for 
2015-16. Saints honored were Kelsie 
Abbott, Lexi Agers, Ashley Best, Lauren 
Best, Hannah Bleikamp, Kayla Boland, 
Julie Bonk, Channing Brzys, Kelsey Cherry, 
Phoebe Cross, Paide Dean, Lesley Ducat, 
Hailey Fox, Ashley Helmink, Katie Hybl, 
Megan Jones, Tiffany Jones, Kelsey 
Lampkowski, Amy Nordstrom, Lindsay 
Postal, Jessica Sierak, Meghan Spagnoli, 
Stephanie Tylicki, Sydney Vernier, Kyndle 
Wolfinger and Hannah Yadon.

Wilcoxen Named Full-Time 
Sports Information Director

Crystal Wilcoxen was 
named as SHU’s sports 
information director. She 
had been serving in an 
interim capacity since 
November 2015 and  
originally was a grad- 

uate assistant in the office. The New 
Hudson, Mich., native was one of 20 
sports information directors nationwide 
chosen to receive the 2016 College 
Sports Information Directors of America 
Convention Attendance Grant for the  
annual CoSIDA convention. The former  
goalkeeper for the Saints’ women’s soc- 
cer team and 2015 SHU graduate has  
a bachelor’s degree in biology.

Longtime SHU Athletic 
Director Honored by WHAC

The Wolverine-Hoosier 
Athletic Conference all- 
sports trophy will now 
be called the Fred Smith  
All-Sports Trophy in 
honor of longtime SHU  
athletic director Fred 

Smith and his contributions to the league. 
The Saints finished fourth in the WHAC 
2015-16 all-sports standings behind 
Davenport, Indiana Tech and Madonna. 

SHU Cross Country and  
Track Programs Ranked 
Among the Nation’s Best
The women’s cross country and track 
and field teams ranked fifth on the U.S. 
Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches 
Association’s NAIA Program of the Year  
standings. Points are distributed accord- 
ing to the place earned at a champion- 
ship event. 

Lyall Steps Down as Head 
Football Coach; Kohn Named 
as Replacement

In May 2016, Siena 
Heights head football 
coach Jim Lyall stepped 
down due to health 
concerns. SHU Assistant 
Head Coach and Defen- 
sive Coordinator Matt 

Kohn (above) was named as interim 
head coach for the 2016 season. Lyall, 
who was hired in 2010 to help start the 
Saints’ intercollegiate football program, 
led SHU through its first five seasons. In 
2014, he was named the MSFA Mideast 
Coach of the Year after leading the Saints 
to a Mid-States Football Association 
Mideast Division championship. In four 
NAIA varsity seasons at Siena Heights, 
Lyall compiled a 19-21 record. Kohn  
was part of Lyall’s original coaching staff 
at SHU. In December 2016 Kohn was 
named permanent head football coach.

Fall Baseball: It Counts
In October, the Saints ended its first fall 
regular season with a 6-3 record playing 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
foes. The WHAC became one of the first 
collegiate baseball conferences in the 
nation to play regulation games in the 
fall. Erich Klingelhofer was 3-0 on the 
mound with a save to lead the pitchers, 
while Kevin Ketvirtis led the Saints with 
a .429 batting average. Siena Heights 
resumes its season this spring during  
its annual Florida trip.

Golf
Women: The Saints finished sixth at the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
Championships last spring at Stone- 
hedge Golf Course. SHU had a three- 
round total of 985, with Indiana Tech 
(924) winning the title. Andrea Richards 
placed eighth overall with a 54-hole total 
of 237 (80-83-74). Alyssa Fausneaucht 
tied for 11th with a 238 (80-77-81)  
on the par-72 course.

Men: The Saints finished fourth at the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
Championships last spring at the Lena- 
wee Country Club. Nicklaus Zanotti tied 
for seventh with a 54-hole total of 222 
(78-72-72). Ian Martin tied for ninth with 
a 223 (74-74-75). The Saints had a team 
score of 898, with Northwestern Ohio 
winning the event with an 884.
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Softball
Sophomore Kelsie Abbott was named 
NAIA All-Region second team by the  
National Fastpitch Coaches Association.  
Abbott was honored as a utility player 
for her work as a pitcher/outfielder/
designated player. She led the team in 
several offensive categories, including 
runs (36), hits (58), doubles (15), triples 
(6), RBI (46), walks (20), batting average 
(.397), on-base percentage (.473), slug- 
ging percentage (.603), and extra base 
hits (22). As a pitcher, she had nine wins 
and a 3.14 earned run average. She 
also earned a spot on the Wolverine-
Hoosier Athletic Conference first team. 
Named to the conference honorable 
mention team were junior pitcher Lesley 
Ducat, junior infielder Kenya Keller, 
sophomore outfielder Kelsey Cherry and 
sophomore first baseman Kris Forest. 
Keller, Ducat, Megan Jones, Kelsey 
Lampkowski, Hannah Bleikamp, Kyndle 
Wolfinger and Katie Hybl each earned 
academic all-conference recognition, 
with Lampkowski receiving the team’s 
Champions of Character Award. Jones, 
Lampkowski and Wolfinger were also 
each named NAIA Scholar-Athletes.  
The Saints finished the season 28-24, 
with the win total the most for the 
program since 1996.

Baseball
Catcher Zach Dunlop and outfielder 
Travis Stricklin were each named to the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
honorable mention team. Twelve Saints 
earned academic all-conference honors, 
including Dunlop, Austin Hauck, Erich 
Klingelhofer, Thomas McCarter, Dan 
Muller, Alex Robbins, Ryne Sanders, 
Ty Schafer, Trenton Shindorf and Brent 
Vaccaro. Brendan Green was named 
a Gold Glove winner at second base, 
with Jake Maruk receiving the team’s 
Champions of Character Award. The 
Saints finished the spring 2016 season 
19-34 overall, 10-22 in the WHAC.

Outdoor Track & Field
Women: Stephanie Marquardt and 
Marissa Johnson each claimed individual 
national titles as the Saints placed third  
in the nation at the NAIA Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships last spring in 
Gulf Shores, Ala. Siena Heights had 53 
points, trailing only Concordia (Neb.)  
(71) and Indiana Tech (66). Marquardt,  
a senior, won the 100 hurdles in a school 
record time of 13.43 seconds. Johnson,  
a junior, claimed the high jump crown 
with a leap of 5 feet, 9 3/4 inches. Also  
earning All-American honors for the 
Saints were Phoenix Duncan in the 
high jump (second, 5-8 1/2), Kasey 
Renshaw in the hammer throw (second, 
186-11 1/2), Sheila McKinley in the 
pole vault (second, 12-3 1/2), Ashley 
O’Neill in the discus (fourth, 154-3 1/2), 
Kristin Stobinski in the marathon (sixth, 
3:23:06.2), Rebecca Cousineau in the 
discus (144-7 1/4) and Haley Hudson 
in the shot put (eighth, 46-5 1/2). The 
Saints also edged top-ranked Indiana 
Tech in the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference Championships to earn their 
first conference title since 1997. Siena 
Heights had nine first place finishes 
as it edged Tech 212.5-205. Seniors 
Duncan and Marquardt both turned in 
record-setting performances in the high 
jump and 100 hurdles, respectively, to 
share the Outstanding Performer Award. 
Duncan jumped 5 feet, 10 1/2 inches for 
a new school record, while Marquardt 
posted a time of 13.55. Kirk Richards 
earned WHAC Coach of the Year honors, 
with Mariah Ridal selected for the team’s 
Champions of Character Award. 

Men: The Saints earned a sixth place 
finish at the NAIA Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships last spring in Gulf 
Shores, Ala. The Saints finished with 35 
points, with top-ranked Indiana Tech 
winning the event with 86 points. Senior 
Gerald Richardson led the way for the 
Saints, finishing second in the high jump 
(7 feet, 1/2 inch) to earn All-American 

honors. Also receiving All-American status 
were Frederick Boyd in the 110 hurdles 
(third, 14.31), Rich DePalma in the pole 
vault (third, 16-4 3/4), the 4x400 relay 
of Zakary Haines, Juarrezz Smith, Torin 
Anderson and Dominic Muessig (third, 
3:11.24), Logan Gray in the shot put 
(fifth, 55-2), Anderson in the 400 hurdles 
(seventh, 54.06), Paul Jacobs in the 
hammer throw (seventh, 180-1) and the 
4x800 relay of Anthony Vermilye, William 
Jackson, Brent Rodden and Muessig 
(eighth, 8:14.39). The Saints also had  
a strong showing to place second 
behind top-ranked and defending 
national champion Indiana Tech at the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
Championships. SHU had three confer- 
ence champions and 16 top-three 
finishes. Leading the way was senior 
DePalma, who won the pole vault with  
a school-record of 17 feet, 4 1/2 inches.  
He was named Outstanding Performer  
of the Meet. Adam Stuckert was the 
team’s Champions of Character recipient. 

Lacrosse
Women: Karley Engelsman was named  
to the NAIA All-America second team.  
The sophomore defender picked up 45 
groundballs and caused 24 turnovers. 
Sophomore Kayla Parks earned a spot  
on the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Con- 
ference honorable mention team after 
leading the Saints in goals with 38. 
Seniors Sabrina Snow and Sydney Van- 
Hoose made the WHAC all-academic 
team, with Megan Byers receiving the 
team’s Champions of Character Award. 
Coach Cindy Hill was named the WHAC’s 
Champions of Character Coach. The 
Saints finished the season 7-10.

Men: The Saints played in two national 
tournaments last spring. They couldn’t 
hold on to a late lead as Missouri Valley  
scored an 8-7 double-overtime victory 

in the semifinals of the NAIA National 
Invitational. The 12th-ranked Saints 
(13-7) then claimed a 16-9 victory over 
Minnesota-Duluth in the consolation 
game of the Men’s Collegiate Lacrosse 
Association Division II national tourna- 
ment, ending their season. Three Saints  
were honored as MCLA All-Americans.  
Joshua Abruzzo was named to the first  
team, Danny Orr made the third team  
and Mark Ward earned honorable 
mention. Abruzzo, a senior defender,  
led the team with 24 caused turnovers 
and 34 groundballs. It was his second  
consecutive year on the first team.  
Sophomore midfielder Orr had 33 goals 
and 18 assists, while Ward, a senior 
faceoff specialist, led the Saints in face- 
off wins (141 of 205) and groundballs 
(57). Abruzzo and Orr were also selected 
to the All-CCLA first team. Earning  
second team honors were senior at- 
tacker Spencer Macek and Ward. Soph- 
omore midfielders Michael Birt III and 
Stephen Bloxam received honorable 
mention honors. Senior Kevin Kennedy 
and juniors John Holowaty and Seth 
McIntosh were each named to the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
all-academic team. Senior Mark Ward 
received the team’s Champions of Char- 
acter Award. The Saints finished 11th  
in the final MCLA Division II rankings.

Stephanie Marquardt

Marissa Johnson

Gerald Richardson



Zach Bailey 
Turns a College  
Internship into 
Disney Career

Then, one of the executives turned to Bailey and asked, “Who are you?” 

“I said, ‘Just a college intern,’” he recalled. 

After explaining that he was just on a job shadow, the executive surprised 
Bailey by asking, “Do you have an opinion about the store?”

Bailey said he initially balked at answering, but the executive insisted,  
and even gave him a pen and paper and asked him to show what his  
plan would be. Bailey obliged.

“The guy took a look (at my plan) and he said, ‘I like what you are doing 
here. Take a couple of hours, get something to eat and write up a store 
(plan) and come back to me and we’ll take a look.’ The next thing I  
know, we redesign (the store) to my design.”

And just what part of Bailey’s plan impressed the executives?

“Theming is what Disney does best,” he said. “The products we had in 
the store didn’t make sense with the theming of the store. … I saw the 

“Beauty and the Beast” movie a thousand times, and I know what that  
shot looks like.”

Bailey said he used an interactive, experiential shopping approach.

“That was a piece that sparked their interest,” he said of the executives. 
“We could actually do interactive displays through merchandise that  
will actually create an experience for our guests.”

There’s internships, and then there’s internships.

Zach Bailey ’14 had the latter back in 2012, when he spent a semester  
as an intern in the Disney College Program. That experience—one that 
included working with such entertainment icons as George Lucas and  
J.K. Rowling (yes, that George Lucas and J.K. Rowling)—has launched a 

“magical” Disney career for Bailey since graduating with a business degree 
from Siena Heights. He is currently a park operations guest service man-
ager with Hollywood Studios.

Bailey said he’s always wanted to work for Disney, and when he came to 
Siena Heights, he began to explore internship possibilities.

“I literally had no idea how to start that journey,” he said. “It’s an empire, 
so how do you even start to work for those guys?”

He discovered the Disney College Program, but learned that Siena Heights 
was not part of the program. Regardless, he drove to a nearby university 
to see a presentation about the program, and worked for the next year  
to try to make that happen.

Enter Matt Ripper. SHU’s assistant professor of Business Management 
worked to rewrite the business program’s internship program to help 
make that internship possible for Bailey.

“He really went above and beyond for changing that program,” Bailey said 
of Ripper, whom he calls one of his mentors. “Matt found a reason to 
make that happen. … For him to do that for me was absolutely amazing.”

Bailey started in the Disney College Program in the fall 2012 as a mer-
chandise assistant at the Emporium in the Magic Kingdom. But he didn’t 
stay there long.

“I was trying to learn how to move up in the organization,” said Bailey, 
who had years of managerial experience at Busch’s Fresh Food Markets 
around Michigan. 

One of those ways was networking. He met someone in merchandise  
presentation who invited him to “job shadow” a store that was opening  
in the new Fantasyland. 

“I didn’t realize that at the time he was the head of merchandising pre-
sentation at Walt Disney World,” Bailey said. 

The new shop, called Bonjour Souvenirs and Gifts, was patterned after  
the movie “Beauty and the Beast.” After Bailey watched as the design was 
finished, Disney executives visited the store and offered their opinion.

“They thought it was terrible, and we were getting a chewing for the  
store being wrong,” he said.
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Bailey was soon promoted from college intern to professional intern, and 
began to oversee the design of other Disney parks stores. One in particular 
brought him in contact with Star Wars creator George Lucas.

“We were working on all sorts of presentation work for Star Wars,” Bailey 
said. “(Lucas) was coming in and was talking to us a lot and telling us 
what his vision was and what he wanted to see. I just kept telling him 

… ‘ideally what we want to do is get these families to interact with these 
displays. Your movies are amazing, but understand that when these folks 
watched your movies, they had an experience.’ … George said, ‘Show  
me what that actually means.’ ”

So Bailey came up with a “build your own light saber” concept, which 
immediately sold Lucas.

“(He said) ‘this is one of the coolest things I’ve ever seen,’ ” Bailey said  
of Lucas’ reaction. “That helped me get a lot of kudos from him. …  
I still stay in contact with him.”

Not long after working with Lucas, he received an email from someone 
claiming to be J.K. Rowling of Harry Potter fame.

“I thought it was a joke, so I deleted (the email),” Bailey said. “I got it  
probably like six more times. Finally, there was a number, and to give 
her a call at this number. So I call, and to be honest, I was actually being 
pretty mean. I said, ‘What do you want?’"

The person on the other line wanted him to come to Universal Studios, 
where the new Harry Potter theme park was being completed. 

Still skeptical, he drove over to Universal and went to the main gate.

“Sure enough, I go to the back  
of Universal, and I ended up 
meeting Rowling,” Bailey said. 

“She said she heard about my 
work through Disney, and asked 
if I could help them on the  
merchandise side. So I helped 
them with the designs, and she 
wrote me a pretty paycheck,  
and that helped me pay some 
tuition at Siena.”

When the internship finished, 
Bailey returned to Siena Heights 
to complete his business de-
gree. But when he graduated, 
Disney immediately brought  
him back as a management  

intern. He resumed his merchandising display work, and then was asked 
to run the show “Fantasmic,” which was underperforming at the time. 
Within months, he said the show became the top revenue grossing one  
at Disney.

A few months later, he was given a full-time position at Hollywood Stu-
dios, where he oversees the guest experience for the entire park.

“I still work closely with merchandise, but the sole purpose of my job  
now is to drive 100 percent guest excellence,” Bailey said.

In May 2016, Bailey had the special honor of working directly with  
Great Britain’s Prince Harry on the Invictus Games that were conducted  
at Walt Disney World in Orlando. 

“Even Disney wasn’t sure what I would be doing,” said Bailey of the Invic-
tus Games, which are an international Paralympic-style multi-sport event 
for wounded or ailing armed services personnel from around the world.  

“It was one of those moments that you were going to go in and make  
this position up as you go.”

As a nation liaison, Bailey took a leadership role in welcoming the ath-
letes, their families and the many international dignitaries to Disney.  
Then, as liaison for Australia, Bailey made sure his guests had the “magi-
cal” experience Disney promises. He helped organize a parade for the 
athletes and families in Walt Disney World, as well as set up a day trip to 
the Kennedy Space Center. And he got a chance to work directly with First 
Lady Michelle Obama, former President George W. Bush and actor Mor-
gan Freeman. But he said his experience with Prince Harry stood out.

“The guy is phenomenal,” Bailey said of the prince, who organized the 
games in 2014. “He’s a very humble guy. He puts faith in people and  
he’s not a micromanager by any stretch of the imagination. He really does 
care about people. He would always ask me, ‘Zach, who’s this athlete?’ 

“Definitely a guy who really understands servant leadership and who  
could completely care less about titles. He’s all about helping people.”

Bailey made a name for himself during the games when he helped an 
Australian athlete who was possibly suffering from a post-traumatic  
stress disorder attack during the opening ceremonies’ fireworks display. 

“When the fireworks went off, she’s shaking like a leaf. She’s crying and  
a big, big mess,” Bailey said of the athlete. “I realized something was  
happening.”

He helped take her out of that situation until help arrived.

“By the time the military doctors came in, we had calmed her down and 
everything was good,” Bailey said.

The U.S. Ambassador to Australia, Joe Hockey, found out what Bailey  
had done and invited him to a VIP dinner the next night. During the  
dinner, Bailey was brought on stage and honored for his effort with  
some special ceremonial coins.

“It was hard to put it all into words,” Bailey said of the Invictus experi- 
ence. “These folks have really been through hell and back, and for us  
to be able to do anything for them is just phenomenal.”

Back to his “normal” duties at Hollywood Studios, Bailey said Siena 
Heights helped him realize his ultimate dream.

“Through Siena, I owe a lot of my success,” he said. “It’s the reason  
that got me here.”

And what’s his favorite Disney park?

“Magic Kingdom,” he said. “That’s where my journey began. … The  
fact that they pay me to do this is hilarious. I could do it for the rest  
of my life.

“To infinity and beyond! That’s the plan.” u
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Stacey Kozel Doesn’t Let Partial Paralysis  
Prevent Her from Walking the Appalachian Trail

By Doug Goodnough

There was a time—actually, a  
few times—that Stacey Kozel ’15 didn’t 
know if she would walk again.

After a high school soccer injury to 
her spinal cord left her paralyzed, she 
was diagnosed with lupus—an inflam-
matory autoimmune disease. That means 
Kozel has been in and out of the hospital 
most of her adult life. After a life-threat-
ening car accident and a severe lupus 
flare up left her wheelchair-bound and 
paralyzed in both legs in 2014, she  
pondered her next move.

“I’ve had to learn how to walk more 
than once,” she said of her post-accident 
condition. “I remember the second or 
third time laying in the hospital and 
looking up and thinking, ‘God, what 
are you trying to tell me here?’ No one 
should learn how to walk more than 
once.”

So last spring when she decided she 
was going to hike the 2,190-mile Appala-
chian Trail with the help of a new little-
known leg brace, it was about proving 
to insurance companies that the brace 
could improve the lives of those suffer-
ing from conditions like hers. It soon  
became much, much more than that.

After completing the six-month, 
14-state trek through most of the eastern 
U.S. on Oct. 9, the 42-year-old Kozel has 
now become a national media sensation 
and an inspiration to many.

“Never did I think it would get this 
big of a response,” said Kozel of her jour-
ney, which was covered by numerous 
media outlets such as the USA Today, 
CNN and the Today Show. “This hike  
has become more than about me. It be-
came about other people, and I wanted 
to do this for everyone who was support-
ing me and reaching out to me and tell-
ing me their stories and struggles.”

Kozel was able to hike the trail thanks 
in part to the C-Brace, a leg brace that 
allows for the ability for those using it to 
bend their knees while walking. Howev-
er, she spent months trying to convince 
her insurance company that it was worth 
the $90,000 or so price tag. Once she 
did, she wanted to show others as well.

Feature Article
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“I wanted to prove to insurance com- 
panies that quality of life should be im-
portant,” she said. “I didn’t expect any 
kind of media attention.”

But when she started out on her quest 
on March 24 in Georgia, word quickly 
spread.

“Everyone’s kind of out there by 
themselves, for the most part,” Kozel 
said. “But you’re not really alone, be-
cause there’s other hikers out there.”

Those “other” hikers quickly became 
her “trail family.” And like in many  
families, nicknames are given. Her  
trail name: Iron Will. 

“Someone gave me that early on, and 
my trail name actually traveled up the 
trail quicker than I did,” she said. “They 
would say, ‘You’re Iron Will.’ I’m just 
someone stumbling through the woods.”

The journey was not an easy one. 
Even with her special braces, moving 
through parts of the trail were difficult. 
Because the braces are still in somewhat 
of a development stage, there were some 
glitches. In fact, she even had to leave 
the trail to return to her home state of 
Ohio to get them fixed. 

“Through my hike, the engineers  
and manufacturers were already able 
to make some adjustments,” Kozel said. 
“One day they will be good for hiking.”

Balance was a continuous issue on  
the trail, with each step a challenge.  
And because of her condition, she had  
to pack lighter than other hikers.

“You quickly figure out what you  
really need and what you don’t need,” 
Kozel said. “The best way to learn is  
getting out there and doing it.”

She and a group of hikers even en-
countered a momma black bear and  
her cubs somewhere in Tennessee’s 
Smoky Mountains. The bear started  
running right at them.
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“My friends all went running,” Kozel 
said. “My brain was back there with 
them, but because I can’t turn around, I 
was stuck. … I think some kind of noise 
came out of me that I would never be 
able to repeat, and (the bear) stopped. 
And it gave me enough time to turn 
around and back up a little bit.”

Her worst moment: trying to ascend 
the 5,267-foot Mt. Katahdin, the final 
summit at the very end of the trail. 

“Many hikers said it’s the toughest 
part of the whole trail,” said Kozel. “I 
went there a year before to hike it, and 
I didn’t make it to the summit that day. 
But when we came down, I told my 

friend, ‘I don’t care, I want to try to hike 
the whole trail. I didn’t care if I had to 
crawl to the summit, I was doing it.’”

And that’s when she ended up do-
ing. A year later, on her third try, fight-
ing through wind, bitter cold and rain, 
Kozel, ascended to the top of Mt. Katah-
din on her hands and knees.

“I kept falling,” she said. “My hands 
were so frozen and numb I couldn’t grip 
my trekking poles. … I was just exhaust-
ed. … But I remember thinking of the 
people who were counting on me. I think 
God definitely had to be there helping 
me through. My fingertips are still numb 
from that hike.”

With her quest completed, Kozel is 
still processing what she just accom-
plished.

“I still don’t know if I have wrapped 
my head around this, especially the end-
ing,” she said. 
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One thing she has processed: She is 
now on a different path with her life.

“The hike has opened some doors of 
being able to share my story,” said Kozel, 
who was already approached about writ-
ing a book. “Right now I’m going to be 
doing a lot of speaking events and doing 
more awareness for lupus. Hopefully I 
can use my story to help other people.

“I’ve spent so many years hiding the 
fact that I had lupus. … I had to shrug 
everything off and try not to talk about  
it. … Then, for the first time I started 
talking more about it and feeling like  
I’m supposed to use my story to help 
other people.”

She said completing her Bachelor 
of Applied Science degree from Siena 

Heights University’s Online Learning 
Program in May 2015 was also a water-
shed moment for her. Kozel said she con-
sidered it a tremendous accomplishment 
just being able to walk across the stage to 
accept her diploma.

“It just feels like I’ve been trying 
to fight for my education for so many 
years,” said Kozel, who resides in Madi-
son, Ohio. “There’s been so many times 
that I had to drop out of a program or 
classes because I end up in the hospi- 
tal. Everyone would just tell me that  
I needed to get some rest. Start again 
next semester. Start again next year.  
I’ve been doing that all my life. … I’m 
never going to get better, so rest isn’t  
going to help me.

“It was one of the best feelings to 
actually complete my degree. That was a 
big moment. Siena Heights was just the 
beginning of my life falling into place.”

She is already eyeing her next hike: 
the 2,659-mile Pacific Crest Trail in the 
western U.S.

“The more I spend away from the 
trail, and the more I recover, the more 
I think I want to do it,” Kozel said. “The 
best way to share your message is to  
keep walking.” u
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Adrian Mechanical Services
	 Todd Carver
Adrian Steel Company
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John and Ardath Labriola
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Steve and Paige Futrell
Elizabeth Geyer '52
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Robert Hemmig '07 '09
Herman Family Fund of Commun. Fdn 	
	 of Broward
		  Gene and Collette '57 Herman
Arthur Hill Foundation
Mary Hogan
Holiday Inn Express
Insignia Graphics Inc.
Bernard and Kathleen '82 Jay
J. Lee and Deb Johnson
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Lenawee Recreation Company
Steven '92 and Jennifer Linville
David and Jeanette Maxwell
MCACHE
Thomas and Nancy McCarthy
William and Bethany '06 McCaulley
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Griffin Fund Inc.
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Janice Hanba
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Donald '75 and Patricia Herip
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Dan and Lori Kunkel
La-Z-Boy Incorporated
Jeffrey Lindstrom
Alex and Bernice '60 MacDonald
Charlotte Marx '58
Patrick and Margaret McDonald
John and Karen McKeon
Brian and Bridget McKeon
Sr. Anastasia McNichols, OP '55
Mary McRobert '79
Microscope Solutions Inc.
David and Trudy Mohre
MT Business Technologies, Inc.
Sr. Frances Nadolny, OP '72
Wayne Overacker
Christine Pearson '78
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Mary Jo Potter '71
PPG Industries Foundation
Procter & Gamble Fund
The Prudential Foundation
Jack and Linda '95 Reeck
Lawrence '76 and Zelma Richardson
Thomas and Tracy  Robbins
Donald Roberson
Patricia Rousselo
Keith '99 and Wendy '99 Rusie

Margaret Sander '92
Emory and Kristina Schmidt
Dennis and Kay Schwartzlander
Steven Sherman
SHU Alumni Association
Harvey Slager '01
Frederick Smith '87 
Spectrum Printers Inc.
Andy and Ann van Staveren
State Farm Companies Foundation
Carlene Staton '06
Gary '85 and Amy '80 '15 Sturtevant
Sunset World Vacations
Melvin '87 and Daisy Taylor
TM Machine & Tool Inc.
Clem and Mary Tortora
Kyle and Nicole Underwood
Underwood Nursery Inc
Marinus and Patricia Van Ooyen
Andy vanStaveren
Mark Vroman '08
Walt Disney World Co
Keith Walter
Alexander Weinstein
Sr. Joan Weithman, OP
Brian Whitman
David and Susan Woltmann

LUMEN SOCIETY
Gifts of $250 - $499
Andy Abro
AmeriNet
Stanley and Bridget Ames
Amy Anderson '13 '14
Robert and Mary Anzalone
Associated Engineers & Surveyors
Merrill and Judy Bales
Michael Barbo '83
Barrett's Flowers & Garden
Timothy Bauer '82
Greg Bell Chevrolet Cadillac
	 Geoff Bell
	 Matt Bell
Benevity Comm. Impact Fund-Am.End.
Patricia Berent
Maria Berridge '61
Terrence '80 and Debbie Beurer
Marnie Blaker
Dan and Anne '84 Brahier
Chad and Rebecca Burtless-Creps
Louis and Yvonne '60 Bushey
Glen '82 and Melinda '82 Butler
Centro Construction Inc.
Renee Collins
Kevin Compton
Jeffrey '97, '02 and Cara Condon
Jacqueline Curtin '71
Douglas and Catherine '13 Daisher
William DeMots
Lawrence and Linda Desjarlais
Gloria Diana '52
Patrick '95 and Tiffany Dowling
John '06 and Kristi '94 '05 Dudas
Dolores Duvall '71
Nancy Eaton '04
Julie Edwards '07 '09
Elder Beerman
Sam and Dianne Ewing
James Feeney
John and Peggy Fick
Flowers & Such Inc.
Rose Freeman '56
Charles and Alma '51 Given
Doug Goodnough
Robert and Catherine Hahn
James '15 and Kate '15 Hamilton
Janel Harmon
David Hill
Susan Hoffman '08
Joan Husted '59
Michael and Sue Idczak
Ingham Nephrology and  
	 Hypertension PC
Interior Environments
International Diamond
Joan Italiano '50 '56
Sr. Mary Jones, OP
Paul and Patricia Judd
Jeffrey and Annemarie Kallenbach
David '13 and Janet Kallsen
Carl and Jennifer '91 Kaster
Jennifer Kavan '09
Jenny Kitsen '65
Matthew Kohn '15
Charles '08 and Denise Koob
Daniel Kreitzer
Meena Krishnamurthy
Carol Kulish '65
Scott and Mary Lynn Lehouiller
David and Joni LeMay
Guenther and Marcia Lengnick
Major Cement Company

Giving to Siena Heights University
This report is intended to recognize people, foundations, organi-
zations and businesses who contributed to Siena between July 1, 
2015, and June 30, 2016. Gifts received after June 30, 2015, will be 
recognized in next year’s report. 

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy in this report. 
However, if your name has been incorrectly listed or inadvertently 
omitted, please contact the Advancement Department by email at 
advancement@sienaheights.edu, or by phone at (800) 693-0506,  
or by mail at 1247 E. Siena Heights Drive, Adrian, MI 49221.
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Edwin Maloney
Tod Marshall '90
Kevin and Korinne Marti
Gerald and Susan '68  Matych-Hager
Michael and Judy '67 McAran
Oliver and Anne McCarter
Brian and Julie '94 McQuillin
Lorie Menefee '78
Mid-Michigan Mechanical
Midwest Property Maintenance
John and JoAnn '65 Monaghan
Love Living in Lenawee Realtors
	 Ed and Janis Montalvo 
Douglas and Marion Murphy
Lucas Nienhuis
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Mary O'Connor '97
Scott '97 '08 and Vicky '06  Oliver
Michele and Cameron Overacker
Alfred and Rachel Peters
James Petras
Marie Petricca '66
The Pittsburgh Foundation
Pollard Banknote Limited Pollard
Darrell and Linda Polter
Margery Price
Thomas and Jane Puszczewicz
Joseph and Mary Raab
Anthony '92 and Michele Racka
Allan Rodewald '80
Jeffrey Schenck
Cody '08 and Angela '10 Sieler
Silverback Supply LLC
Darryl Smith '85
Michael '80 and Donnalyn Smith
St. Elizabeth Catholic Church
Stampin' Up
Super Liquor III
The Centre
Matthew '97 and Carleen 		
	 VanMiddlesworth
John Vax
Michael '88 and Tami Vollmar
Theresa Wingrove
Mike and Diane '03 Worthing
Fred and Lisa '90 Wreford
Robert and Sylvia Xeras
YMCA of Lenawee
Joseph and Karen Zanotti

SIENA HEIGHTS 
SOCIETY
Gifts of up to $249
Mary Abbott '87
Cloyd Abruzzo
Acropolis Games
Adrian Dominican Sisters-Great Lakes
Adrian High School Athletics
Adrian Symphony Orchestra
Alexis Agers
Rotimi Ajagbaye '15
John Albrant
Courtney Aldrich '03
Henry Alexander '92
Carolyn Alford '08
Maricela Alvarez '00
Amazonsmile Foundation
Richard and Sandra Ames
Jodi Ampunan
Nathan Ampunan
Michael and Michele Anderer
Kenneth and Kathleen  Anderer
Timothy and Joan Anderson
Keyatta Anderson
Morten Anderson
Mark and Cindy '02 Anderson
Susan Andrews '62
Michel Ansara
Joseph Antonazzo '75
Patricia Antonelli '63
Estenban '93 and Tina  Arriaga
Elizabeth Artz '09
Jennifer Aschenbrener '97
Kathy Atherton
Joan Attai '62
Charlene Austin
Joseph Auten
Melodie Auten
Thomas and Susan Ayers
Franz and Monica '70 Bachmann
Julius and Dorothy Bader
Jeff and Anne Baechler
Tim and Julie '90 Baechler
Merrie Baggett
Lori Bailey '15
Albert and Susan Bailey
Andrea Bailey '03 '08
Bailey's Watercare LLC
Brad and Shawn '83 Baker
Denise Baldwin '02 '08
Clarke and Norma Baldwin
Amelia Balinski
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Robert and Carolyn Ballard
John and Virginia Ballard
Alan Ballenberger '74
Dorothy Balogh
Bank of America - Matching Gifts
Matthew and Karin Barbee
Nirala Bard '93
Mary Barks '86
Jeffrey '09 and Nicole '08 Barkway
Ronald and Anne Barlow
Steven and Rose Anne Barner
Jessie Barnhart
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Rosalind Barrett '50
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Elaine Barta '66
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Donald Bates
Joanne Bauer
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Elizabeth Beacco '93
Barbara Bearden
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Robert Becker
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Pamela Behling '13
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Ian Bell
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Daniel and Kristine Bender
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Michelle Best '04 '09
Catherine Bieler
Big Boy of Adrian Inc.
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Kevin and Karen Birt
Elizabeth Birt '71
Michael and Karen Birt
Michael Birt
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Andrew-David Bjork
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Barbara Bliesner '76
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Carol Boring
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Jessica Borrmann
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Elaine Boudrie
Lloyd Boudrie
Rosemary Bowen '46
Krysta Bowerman
Ann Boyak
Patrick and Renee '06 Bracey
John Bradley
Melodie Bradley
Carolyn Bradley '95 '09
Dana Brandt
Matthew and Jane '87 Brasher-Garrow
Mary Brazee-Cagney '69
Rick Breckel
Gerald and Vickie Brescol
James Breton
Randy Brewers
Donna Bridge
Debra Briggs '90
Michael and Connie '91 Briscoe
British Tea Garden
Eileen Britz '46
Gerald and Sandra Brockie
Douglas Broehm '09
Robert and Elizabeth '12 Brooks
Brower Farms-Backwoods Hunt Club
Paula Brown

Felicia Brown '00 '01
Joyce Brown '85
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Ronald Brown '04
Richard '05 and Jennifer '06 Brown
Nancy Bruhn '67
Shannon Bruley '04
Tom and Linda '66 Brune
John and Christine '84 Bryan
Andrean Bryant '89
Christine Bryant
Corey Brymer '13
Brian and Sandra Bucher
Warren Bucher
Richard '72 and Donna '72 Budden
Thomas Buehrer '64
Buffalo Wild Wings
Kara Burak
Leslie Burgy '14
Thomas and Kathryn '70 '93 Burke
Carl and Ann '63 Burleigh
Gwendolyn Burns '03
Brian Burns '15
Evelyn Burns '71
Steven and Margaret '87 Burns
Busch's
Jerri Bush '06
Lawrence Buslepp
Marilyn Buss '90
Harold and Mary '84 Buttery
Christopher and Andrea Cabana
Roy '94 and Wendy Cadieux
Kevin Cadwell
Michael and Therese  Caldwell-Ayre
Travis and Jill Calvert
Richard Calvin
Linda Camp
James and Linda Campbell
Vincent Cantu
Jo Capaul '85
Cappelletty Electric Inc.
Yaraira Carbajal
Dale and Kim Carney
Shirley Carpenter-Evans '10
Philip and Deborah Carter
Debra Carter '15
Frank and Linda '88 Casenhiser
Dennis and Marjorie Castle
John and Helyn '91 Castle
Elizabeth Castro '61
Barbara Caudillo '03
Jeffrey and Laney Cavazos
Janet Cellitti '13
Marvin Chandler '15
Anayancy Chapa '14
Kellie Chapman
Mandie Chastain
Barbara Chauvin
James Chauvin
William Chauvin
Joseph Chavis
Jacques and Lois '49 Chazaud
Angela Chesnick
M. Kent and Dara Chezem
Myron and Janice Chezem
Maurice '84 and Kinhua Chi
Marilyn Chisholm '90
John Chmiel
Elizabeth Choice
Sara Chrenko '05 '12
Kathleen Christy
CIGNA Foundation
William and Lyndsey Clapperton
Callie Clare
Cedric Clark '03
David and Cynthia Clark
Deanna Clark '96 '97
Kenneth and Joyce Clark
Paget Clark '03
Sheila Clark
Virginia Clark '72
James Clauda '04
Deborah Claus
Kristen Claus
Marie Clavenna
Charles and Connie Clines
Maurice and Marilyn '76 Close
Carolea Clothier
Chelsea Coatsworth
Neil Cockburn '07
Judith Cockerham '95
Forrest Cohn
Olivia Cohn
Willow Cohn '16
Steven and Debora '01 Cojei
Robert Colgan '03
Terri Colley
Virginia Colley
Corrine Collins
Maureen Colombino '68
Gerald and Bonnie Colombo
Michael and JoAnn Colombo
Keith Colston '16
Timothy and Marisa Combs

Gary Comfort '08
Comfort Keepers
Common Grill
Beverly Compagner
Kenneth Compton '00
Brian Conaway '79
Calvin Congden '14
Congregation of The Sisters Holy
Robert Conklin
Michael and Kathleen Connell
Frank and Mary '59 Conte
Evelyn Conway '01
Eric Cook
Eleanor and William Copley
Annette Corbin '96
Ann Costello '09
Cotton Brewing Company, LLC
Country Market
County National Bank
Cynthia Courtright '09
Janice Cousino '70
Emily Couture
Robert Coward '97
Alma Cox
Mandy Crabtree '13 '15
Trudy Crandall
Marita Cremeans '93
Raymond and Mary Lou Cressy
Erin Cressy
Lawrence Cristaudo '14 and Kelly Cichy
Eric Cronin '12
Kathy Crosby '93 '06
Croswell Opera House
Grand Cru
CTG Holdings
Scott Culver
Robert and Sharlotte Cundiff
Kathleen Cunningham '74
Melania Cupp '05 '14
Ray Curran '78
Sierra Curtis
Lois Curtis '64
Robert '94 and Sandra Curtis
Julia Cusick '99
Robert Czmer '77
Daily Grind
DaimlerChrysler Corporation Fund
James Dameron
Danley's Country House
Amy Darr
Tracy Darr
William and Diane '15 Davidson
Elizabeth Davis '00
James Davis '90
Jacquelyn Davis
Richard and Amy  Davis
Jerry and Gale Davis
Jeffery Dawley
John and Kimberly Day
Jean Dean
Jennifer Dean
Paige Dean
Michael and Kathleen Dearborn
Keith and Shelly Dechert
Diane Dechert
Amy Decker
Sean and Connie and  Deery
Michael and Judith Deery
Lawrence DeHondt
Joyce Dehondt
Marie Deis '76
Joshua DeLosSantos '01
Sr. Dorothy Dempsey, OP '65
Junior and Harriet Denslow
Barbara DePue
Angela Derby
Scott Derby
Detroit Zoo
Alicia Devers
Devil's Lake Golf Course
Devil's Lake Water Sports Inc.
Lori DeVisser
Sam and Colleen '92  DeVito
Michael and Susan DeVuyst-Miller
Dorothy D'Hondt
Kiersten Diachun '16
Robert and Nancy '56 Dibble
Betty Diem '88
Eric and Jamie Dietsch
Eric Dietz
Mario and Geraldine '66 DiLisi
Paul and Maxine '70 '72 Diller
Nathan Dinius '08
David Dix
Arleathier Dixon '94
David Dolby '06
Paula Domitio '78
Ciara Donaldson '14
Kathleen Donlon '70
Patricia Donohue '71
Mary Dopp '96
Randy and Brenda '74 '96 Doremus
Titus Dorobantu
Suanne Dorr

Alma Dotson '90
George and Carol '73 Dove
Richard Dover '07
Stephen and Kimberly Dowding
Lori Dowell
Melissa Dowell
Sherri Doyle
Jonathan Dozier '15
Mary Dragoo '64
John and Judy '00 '04 Drake
Douglas '76 and Carol Drinker
Louis and Teresa Dubicki
Joyce Duchon '58
Greg and Ardafay '82 '78 DuMars
Gabriel Dunbar
Helga Duncil
Corey and Margaret Dunham
Timothy Duning
Judith Dunlap '68
William and Kay Dunlop
Regina Dunn
Thomas '95 '08 and Doreese '94 Durbin
Susan Durst '90
Denise Dusseau '05
Heather Duval-Foote '10
Judith Dykstra '64
Gerald and Syreta Earl
Linda Easley
Karen Ehinger
Martin Ehinger '81
Tracey Eick
Patricia Eisenhauer '70
Terry and Deborah '88 '01 Elliott
Marcia Elliott
Patty Elwart
Emagine Theatres
Linda Emerson '87
Julie Emmons '10
Steve Emmons '85
Melinda England
Kenneth and Caroline Ericson
Brandon Erlacher '14
Brenda Ernewein '01
Raymond and Judith Erwin
Gordon and Audrey Essen
Shirley Eubanks '84
Alyse Exelby '14
Thomas and Jean '71 Fagan
Sr. Mariane Fahlman, OP
Paul Farley '16
Wayne and Patricia Farmer
Roberta Faucher
Alyssa Fausneaucht
Lee and Lacey Fausneaucht
Rochelle Fausneaucht
Federal Home Loan Bank of Des Moines
Linda Feeney
Feet on the Street Tours - Detroit
John and Margo Fenstermaker
Angela Ferguson '08
Maxwell Field '15
Diane Finch
Bonnie Fink
Michael and Bonnie Fink
David and Heidi  Finley
Charles and Lindsay Finn
James and Sally Finn
Jessica Finney '16
Nadine Fish '03
Jeremy and Melissa Fisher
Daniel Fitch
Brianna Fitzgerald
Matt Fitzgerald '15
John and Martha '92 Flasch
Agnes Fleetham
Charles Fleetham
Sr. Carol Fleming, OP '65
Brian and Ashley Flores
Michael Flores '00
Amanda Fluker
Flying Otter Winery
Christopher '94 '12 and Kristin Foerg
Philip '77 and Jeanine Folkert
Bonnie Fonner
Dale Fonner
Angela Ford '15
Ford Motor Company Fund
Donald Foreman
Thomas and Sandra Forest
Michael '09 and Leticia '10 Fox
Patrick Fox '07
Sr. Marilyn Francoeur, OP '62
Craig and Renae Frank
Aaron Franks '95
Anthony Franks
Nicholas and Nancy Franks
Barbara Frederick '04 '15
Ronald Frederick '93
Brianna Freeman
Ronald Fritz
Cynthia Fromme '87
Joyce Fruge '57
Michael Frye
John and Jacqueline Fultz

Mark and Ainsley Gabriel
Michelle Gaddis
Christopher Gafner '01
Laura Gallup '89
Gannett Foundation
Garage Grill and Fuel Bar
Theresa Garcia
Roland Gardner '11 '13
Joyce Garrow '05 '10
Alice Gates
Lisa Gee-Cram '11
Richard Geeting
Sandra Geliske '08
Darren and Sharon  Genereau
Mike and Christina '78 Geno
Neven Gerich
Sydney Gerig
Richard and Carol Germond
Teresa Gervais
Randall and Kathy Gianino
Ruth Gibson '08
Bernard and Jeannine Giegler
Jeannine Giegler
Louis and Jimalatice '92 Gilbert
Michelle Gillingham
Richard and Lillis Gilmartin
Benjemin Gilsdorf '15
Ronnie and Delia Gipson
Bonnie Giroux '94
Jeffrey Gisser '81
Bernard Godfrey '13
Mary Godfroy '66
Keith Godsey '11 '15
Michael and Ruth Goergen
Jonathon and Karlene '74 Goetz
Bill Goff '80
John and Sherri Goff
Walter and Joyce '53 Gohl
Sr. Marie Gonzales, OP '71
Tony '82 and Carolyn '79 '90 Gonzalez
Anthony and Irene '61 Gonzalez
Pedro and Alice Gonzalez
Daniel and Constance Goodrich
Yolanda Gordon '07 '11
Robert and Sarah Gordon
Michael and Wenceslita Gorowski
Gregory and Jennifer Gostomski
Raymond and Dorothy '66 Govaere
Leon Gover
Camille Graham-Whitfield '95
Richard Grane
Stephanie Grant
James and Deborah Grant
Kevin Grasley '95
Grasshopper / El Chapulin Inc.
Kelley Graves
Kerry Graves
Patricia Gray
Shane Gray '15
Deron Green
Nini Green '05
Jill and Robert Green
Scarlett Green '86 '93
Tyrone and Shayna Green
Greenjak Inc.
Jane Grein
Julia Grescowle '11
Rosalee Griewahn '90
Raymond '77 and Mary '69 '98 Griffin
Brian Grimme
Judith Grimme
Paulette Grimme
Joshua Gritzmaker '05
Rick and Margarette Gritzmaker
Charles and Betty Gross
Angela Grove
Melissa Growden '90
George and Donna Guinn
Scott Gunnells
Tammy Gunnin
Richard and Jan Gurdjian
Gurdjian Insurance Group Inc.
Gus Harrison Correctional Prisoner Fund
Jeffrey and Jodi Gyurasics
H&R Block
Mary Haggart
Jared Halliwill
Timothy and Detra Halliwill
Myriah Hamilton
Mary Hamilton '76
Barbara Hamlin
Kenneth and Alice Hamlin
Ben and Carol Hammond
Martina Hammond
Ted '91 '99 and Stephanie Hanosh
Paul and Doris Hansen
Hantz Golf Club of Tecumseh
Daniel Harber
Sheri Hardcastle
Gary Hardy
George and Susan '94 Harmon
Kevin Harrah '88
Matthew and Vicki '90 Harrell
Courtney Harrison '16

Adam Harsh
Philip and Linda '93 Hartley
John and Kathleen '68 Hartley
Thomas Hartley '77
Jason Hartz
Ronald and Rosemary Harvey
Laura Harvey '10
Cindy Haseley
David Hassel '94 '95
Katie Hatch '07
Kally Hauenstein
Alisia Hayes
James and Barbara '52 Hazen
Angela Heath
Catherine Hebeler
Edward and Mildred Hebeler
Valene Hebeler
David and Claudia Heinrich
Thomas Helfrich
Jay and Dawn Helman
John and Kimberlee Hemingway
James and Sara Hendershot
Armanda Hendricks '14
Sr. Grace Henneberry, OP '65
Courtney Henning
Joel Henricks '12
Erika Henry '07
Colin and Susan Henry
Luis and Lindsay Hernandez
Maria Hernandez
Hi Pro Welding LLC
Richard and Nancy Higgerson
Lynn Hill
Teena Hill
William Hill
Harold and JoyceHills
Thomas and Diane Hills
Troy and Rebecca Hills
Emily Hines '16
Willie Hinton '13
Lawerence and Peggy Hlavka
Teresa Hoard
Brian and Cynthia '84 Hoeflinger
Deborah Hoenscheid
Madonna Hoffman '66 '80
Garrett Hoffman
James and Mary '83 Hoffmann
George Hollifield
Lori and William Holmes
Jerry and Deborah '98 '02 Holmes
Wanda Holmes '06
Edwind Holsey '14
Cory and Deborah Holt
Dick and Kathleen '66 Holthaus
LeAnne Holtz '10 '12
Sherry and Craig '76 Holubik
Justin Holubik '12
James and Evelyn Honderich
George and Nancy '81 Hontz
Bryan and Kathleen Hood
Bonnie Hopkins
M. Theresa Horgan
Thomas Horgan
Traci Horgan
Shirley Horn '68
Eloise Hosken '99
Rodney Houchins '81
Carl Hough
Elaine Houle '64
Wanda House '90 '98
Koreen Houser
Christian and Gina Howard
Thomas '94 '96 and Pamela '96 '06 	
	 Howard
Karen Howatt
Frank '90 '98 and Tracy '92  Hribar
Doris Hubbard '94 '07
Gabriel and Nan Hudson
David and Marcia Hudson
Philip and Ann '82 Hughes
Casper and Ruth '50 Hughes
Glenn and Mary Hummon
Christopher '98 and Michele Hurley
Timothy and Martha '81 '97 Husband
Craig and Louise Hutchins
Janet Huvaere '72
Kevin and Rachel '99 '05 Iott
John '74 and Charlotte Irelan
Christine Irwin
Kristen Isom
Thomas Iwanicki
Thomas and JoAnne Iwanicki
John '79 and Hollace Jabkiewicz
Eugene and Yvonne Jackson
John Jackson '99
Michael Jacob
Phil and Brandy '98 '07 Jacobs
Charles and Golda '93 James
Jamison Jamieson
Mark and Dianne Jarmus
Thomas Jehle
Nancy Jenkins
Pamela Jepsen '05
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†  Deceased

Roberta Jereb '14
Jiffy Mix
Jimmy Johns Subs
Denis and Carol Jodis
Dalila John
John's Affirmative Body Solutions
Brenda Johnson
Cynthia Johnson '03 '11
John and Karen '04 '10 Johnson
Kelton Johnson '15
Margaret Johnson '70
Nancy Johnson
Samuel and Jamie Johnson
Dorothy Jones '90
Jennifer Jones
Michael Jones
Sara Jones '07
Jason Jordan
Thomas Jorgensen
Brian Joseph
Jim and Mary Kandell
Nicholas Kaplan '03
Thomas and Dana Kaplinski
Karen Kapnick
Kapnick Orchards Inc
Christopher Kapp '16
Stephen '77 and Anna '76 Kapuscinski
Paul Kassal
Michael and Audrey '78 Kast
Raymond and Denise Kauffmann
E. Michael and Lois '63 Keane
Karen Keay
Charles and Bonita Kebler
Donald and Julie Kebler
Charles Keefer '78
Patricia Keefer
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Susan Kelly '69
Eric Kemeter
Beverly Kemme
Tania Kersey '16
Norman and Willa Kersten
James Kessler '03
Ronnie and Gloria Ketvirtis
Adam '09 '13 and Carmen '13 Kiersey
Katherine Kilby
David and Deborah '85 '97 Kimmelman
Linda King '97
Gene and Marjorie '58 Kinn
Renee Kinney-Dove
Mark Kipf '08
Alan Kirk '04
Leone Kirkpatrick '00
Robert and Ruth Kisielewski
Timothy and Anna Kleinlein
Jonathon Kleinow '07 '10
Levi Kleinow
Edward and Nichole Kleinow
Rosemary Kleis '59
Jennifer Kling
Charlotte Klofkorn '71
Joseph and Carol '60 Klop
Patricia Klote '69
Bernadine Klump
Megan Knierim '15
Valerie Kniffen
Wendy Knox '92 '01
Dennis and Sonia Kochan
Benjamin Koczab '07 '13
Colleen Kohler
Masahiro and Cynthia '95 '93 Kojima
Michael Kolacz
Cathy Kolcun
Robert Komoroski '86
Amber Koprin
Eric Kos
Adam and Lori '02 '03  Kosarue
Laurie Kosek '98 '00
Ross and Mary '75 Kosinski
Sandra Kotulis '67
Barbara Kowalenko
Christopher Kozinski
Kenneth and Barbara Kraning
Joyce Kransz '07
Dean and Sharma Krauskopf
Charlotte Kreitzer
Marilyn Kremer '07
Linda Kresser '65
Richard '82 and Lydia Kret
Grazina Kriauciunas '00
Kathy Kruger '91
Stephen Kruger '94
Timothy '89 and Denise Krumholz
Mary Kruse '78 '05
Jennifer Krutz
Melissa Krzyzaniak '07
Deanna Kuebeck
Kevin and Victoria Kuhr
Daniel Kuk
Pamela Kuk
Douglas Kulwicki
Marissa Kunkel
Alice Kuschinsky '04

Kelli Kusisto
Howard and Valinda Ladd
Steven Lagacy '77
Stacie Lahr '10
Vanessa Lake '12
Williette Lamar '13
Jack and Nevenka  Lamb
Donald and Cecilia '45 Lambert
Robert Lambright '14
Enza Lanava
Michael Lane '05
Agnes Lane
Jamie Langley
Elaine Langston '84
Claudia Lark
David Larson
Bill and Linda Lascola
Thomas and Patricia Lascola
Gregory Laskowsky '03 '09
Steven and Jeanne Lasky
Yvette Latham '05
Alexis Laurin
Timothy and Noreen '69 Lauster
T. Lauver
Dustin Laverty '10
Cheryl LaVigne
Linda Lawrence '16
Phillip and Rebecca '77 Lawrence
James and Deborah Lawson
Pamela Layman-Nichols '06
Anthony Layton '09
Robert and Catherine Leadley
Ashlyn Leblanc
James Ledwidge
Amber Lee
Danielle Lee '16
Kathleen Lee
Rita Lee
Sr. Jeanne Lefebvre, OP '66
Peter and Nancy Lefere
Legacy Golf Club
Amanda Legg
Cory Lehman '13
Joan Lehouiller
Donald Leibel '94 '98
Mary Leibold
Paul and Patricia Lemanowicz
James and Nancy '94 '97 Lemon
Lena's Italian Restaurant
Lenawee United Way
Jennifer Lentocha '97
Michael and MaryJo '66 LePage
Francis and Colleen Lepera
Lester's Diner
Lev's Bakery
Greg Lewandowski
Therese Lewandowski
Sarah Lewis
Mark and Diane Leyda
Mary Leyden '58
Vince and Michele '87 Lichtinger
Timothy and Lindsay Lieffers
Dean Lindemann '00
Margaret Lindholm
D. Linn '71
Lance Linton
Lori List '91
Judy Little '12
Chad and Libbie Loar
Kellie Loar '13
Stephanie Loera
Kay Lohness '90
David Lolley
Robert and  Barbara Lombardi
Lori Lombardi-Davis
Scot Long '14
Mark and Jennifer Long
Jenna Long '13
Clarence '79 and Barbara Lorentz
Laura Lorenz '76
James Loughran
Leslie Love '93
Stacey Lown '98
Christina Lowry '12
Milson Luce
Linda Ludtke '04
Doreen Lutey '56
James and Linda Lyons
James Lyons
Lypka Hearing Aid Service
Vincent and MaryAnn Lysaght
Qiang Ma '91
Joseph and Caroline Macek
Cheyenne MacKenzie
Robert and Kathleen '65 Mackstaller
Ronald and Mary '69 Macomber
Cara Maib '15
Katrina Majeske
Majestic Theatre Center
Gladys Malburg
Raymond and Barbara Malburg
Henry and Belle Malburg
Dianne Malburg
Dan and Mary '85  Maley

Gregg Malone '13
Mancino's Pizza & Grinders
Anthony and Valerie Mangiapane
Martha Manheim
Jan Manning
Pamela Manning '13
Peter and Lori Manos
Marathon Oil Company Foundation
Michelle Marcero '92
Maria's Sunnyside Cafe Inc.
Jack Marks
Koby '14 and Donna '11 '14 Marowelli
Todd '94 and Kara '93 Marsee
Jeanne Marsh '71
Wynne Marsh
William '78 and Jacqueline '83 Marshall
Ronald and Lois Martens
Linda Martin
David Martin
Donald Martin
Matthew Martinez
Martin's Home Center
	 D.J. Martin
Scott '12 '14 and Diane '15 Martzke
Bernard and Marie Maruk
Philip '90 and Ellen Marvin
Mark and Sheri Maschino
Mark Maskill
Roshelle Mason '03
Jeff and Shelly Masse
Mary Masser
Philip and Kelly Masser
Brad and LouAnn Mathews
Sharese Mathis
Sr. Christine Matthews, OP '63
Cynthia Matusko '96 '07
Daniel and Catherine '90 Maves
Leah Mayer
Tyree Mays '08
Amanda Maze '13
Brian McCary '09
Janet McClelland '97
Donald and Mary '83 McCue
Mark and Tanya '96 McCullough
Timothy and Amy McDonald
Robert and Heather McEntire
Emma McFaul '12
Colton McGregor
John McGurk '90 '92
Judy McKenzie '63
Brianna McKeon
Linda McKiddie
Malene McLain '15
Carol and Thomas McLaughlin
Joy McLaughlin '74
William McMullen
Amy McMullen
Michelle McMunn
Claudia McPartlin-Weihler '91 '96
Daniel and Janis McVeigh
MDU Resources Foundation
Teresa Meadows '11
Nicole Megale '04 '11
Robert '78 and Cindy Melnik
Joao and Verna Melo
Sara Memije '05
Dennis '78 and Joan '95 Menzo
Richard and Lynette Merillat
David Merrill '82
Caitlyn Meszaros
Glen Mezzatesta
Michigan International Speedway
Marcia Mikuski
Kitten Miller
Maurice and Barbara  Miller
John and Tamara '92 Miller
Emily Miller
Susan Miller
Joyce Miller
Charles and Bonnie '80 Milliken
Melba Jo Milliner
Rhea Mills '72
Allen Mince
Alex Mitchell
Erik and Yvonne '99 Mitchell
Carrie Mitchell
Eleanor Mitchell '78
Sheila Mitchell
A. Malachi and Tasha Mixon
MJR Cinema
Rita Moe '67
Melissa Moellenberndt '15
Madeline Mohre
Jeffrey and Judy Mold
Joseph and Karen Mollison
Jennifer Molnar '04
Judith Monahan '62
Sr. Thomas Monahan, OP '59
David Monrreal '81
Brian and Joan Montague
Michelle Moore
Gary and Sandra Moore
Robert and Karen '84 Moore
Peter and Bridget '90 Moraites

Mary Morelli '89
Rita Moreno
Michael Morgan '83 and Trevor Reynolds
Anna Moriarty '67
Sandy Morley
Michael Morrow '11
John Morse '08
James and Connie '73 '81 Morse
Anna Mortimer
Frances Motsch
William Motz
Joseph and Jeanne '80 Mucci
Marisue Muessig
Ashley Mukensturm
James Mulchay III
Rose Mary Mulleavy '69
Kathleen Mulligan '91
Mark and Dawn Munoz
David and Joann Murphy
Alison Myers '13
Patricia Nagel
Julius Nagy
Eric Nanni '99
Grace Napolitan '69
Nationwide Foundation
Eric Needham '04
Charles Nelson '84
Latrice Nelson Price '16
Catherine Nesbitt '65
David '88 and Mary Nespital
Mary Nessler '84
Mary Newman '02
Michael and Andrea '71 Newman
James and Marilyn Ney
Susan Nichols '80
Jessica Nietrzeba '06
Todd and Ursula Nigh
Susan Nilson '00
David Nixon
Amy Nordstrom
Darlene Norman '59
Northrup Grumman Foundation
John Novak '82
Daniel and Pamela Novitsch
Kenneth and Dorothy Nowak
Jeanne Nowak
Phillip and Constance '52 Nuccio
Paul Nungester '89
O & B Inc.
Mary Oakley
Oasis Mediterranean Cuisine Inc.
Cliff and Lisa '92 Oberlin
Christy O'Brien
Nancy O'Connor
Ohio Building Restoration Inc.
Betty Oleksik
Madison Oliver
Nicholas Oliverio '05
Charles Olmstead
Melinda Olmstead
James and Julia '63 Opalek
Fred O'Quinn '78
Theresa O'Reilly '48
Sandra Orm
Mary Orr
Kimberley Osborn '15
Richard and Andrea Ouellette
Khalilah Outlaw
Ramie Overbey
Victoria Owens
Bonnie Owens
Oxford Family Dentistry
Keegan Pabst
Betty Palmer
Joan Palmer '51
Misty Palmer
Roger and Dotty '82 Palmer
Michele and Jeffrey Palya
Thomas and Dixie Palya
Michael and Linda '09 '12 Pancone
Dorothy Pantle '68
Ralph Papenfuse '89
Dennis and Olivia  Paramo
Ronald and Suzanne Parker
John and Marianne '67 Parthum
Gail Partin
Passion for Fashion
James and Pamela '71 Path
Margaret Patterson '00
Thomas Patton
Matt Pearson '14
Joseph and Angelina Pechota
Saleem and Mumtaz '92 Peeradina
Bernadette Pelland '55 '79
Cheryl Pemberton '85
Brian and Debra Perchalski
Debra Perchalski
Albino and Janet '70 Perez
Max and Elizabeth Perilstein
Kathryn Perkins '13
Orangelo Perkins
Vandria Permadhy '78
Tamara Perrin '96
Geraldine Perry

Rick and Rosann '73  Perry
James and Marilyn Pesta
James and Debra '79 Peters
Susanne Peters '96
John '96 and Lori Petersmark
Gerald '01 and Linda Peterson
Jeff and Jean '81 Petterson
Daniel Pfaendtner
Roger Pfaff
Sherri Phairas
George Phairas
John Phelan
Andrea Phillips
Barbara Piatak '64
Mary Pielemeier '49
Marc Pierce '13 '15
James and Nancy '69 Piggush
Steve and Mary '76 Pike
Alicia Pinkava '16
Angela Pinkett '07 '09
Mary Pirolli
Brian and Jacqueline Poindexter
Karin Poling '03
Ann Politzer '50
Mabel Pollack
David Pons '05
Richard '82 and Nancy Popchock
Mark Pope
Wiona Porath
Vincent Porreca
Jennifer Postello '92
William Potvin
Melinda Pounders '98
Sharon Pounders
Laurie Prater
Susan Prater '73
Thomas Prater
William and Madeline '56  Prescott
Marilyn Preston '60
Valerie Price
Priscilla Prude
Betty Pumphrey
Purple Rose Theatre Company
Mabel Pye '01 '03
Patrick and Susan Quinn
Q-Zar Laser Tag
Charles and Marcia Raches
Sally Rae
Elaine and Paul Raglow
Jean Rahilly '73
Tamra Rahman '12
Carey Rakich
Sarah Ramon '16
Michael and Jessica Ramsey
Diane Rappleye
Willard and Dolores Rappleye
Mark Rasmussen
Ed and Michele Rawson
Troy and Patricia Raymond
Mary Raymond
Jerica Raymond
Jordan Raymond
James Reagan
Rosemary Reams
Mark and Brenda '78 Reau
Nathaniel Redlinger '15
Judith Redwine Salathe '66
Peter and Kathleen Reeme
Kristin Reid
Dennis and Gladys '14 Reid
Reid Lighting
Joshua Reilly '15
Barry '79 and Candace Reinink
William and Christine Reising
Kathy Renfrow '77
Steve Repichowski
Republic Services #270
Cindy Reuss '04
Peggy Reuss-McCann
Vincent Reyna '15
Ramon Reyna
Scott and Cheryl Rhoad
Robert Richards '15
Kirk Richards
Dorothy Richetta '67
Lori Ries '96
Michael and Robin Rietsma
James '12 and Liesel '06 Riggs
Deric and Pamela Righter
David '10 and Gloria Rink
Robert and Carillon '69 Ritz
Richard Roberts '15
Christopher Roberts '00
John and Mary Roberts
Mary Robertson '67
Ryan Robinet '09
Lorie Robinette
Judy Robinette
Destiney Robinson
Laura Robinson
Patricia Robinson '51
Sheryl Robinson
Shontalette Robinson '15
James and Barbara  Rocco

Rockbestos-Surpremant Cable Corp
Rockwell Collins Matching Gifts Program
Richard Rockwood
Ricardo '05 and Elizabeth Rodriguiz
Steve and Nancy Roma
Peggy Romano
Dennis and Maureen '68 Rompasky
Lawrence Root '82
Rachel Rosales
Ruby Rose
Benjamin Rosebrock
Lisa Rosenbeck '94
Iqbal '88 and Tanzila Roshd
Norma Rosiecki
Gerald and Linda Roslin
Julie Ross
Roto Plastics Corporation
Ryan Rowe '09
Jennifer Roy '12
Hannah Rufener
Andrea Rumler '16
James and Carol Rumler
Barbara Rumler
Robin Rumler
Allison Rumptz
Tom Rumptz
Eileen Ryan '50
Richard and Kathleen '64 Ryba
James and Joan '55 Rybarczyk
Gail Ryder
Paul and Maria '48 Sablack
Sachse Construction
Robert and Audrey Sack
Elizabeth Sala '65
Lee and Gale '75 Salazar
Kimberly Salisbury '99
Ronald and Elaine Salow
Thomas Saman '83
Mary Sanders '65
Keith Sanders
Annette Sanderson
Tammy Sandoval
Lawrence '79 and Sally '87 Sands
Carie Sanford '15
Frederick and Joann Sanscrainte
Adelito and Evangeline Sarmiento
Thomas and Judith '62 Saski
Sass
Sauce Italian Grill
Sauder Village
Claudine Saurine
Stephine Sawicki '12
Mark and Elaine '71 Scannell
Annette Schaefer
Brent and Carie Schafer
Ronald and Joyce Schafer
Craig Schafer
Chad and Stacy Schaffner
Harold Schankin '75
Christopher Scharer
Ruth Schieltz '48
Christian Schlachter
Anna Schmidt
Raymond Schmidt '77 '76
Dennis '75 and Linda '77  
	 Schmidt-Kaufman
Heidi Schneider
Sarah Scholl '09 '12
Daniel '03 and Kristi '10 Scholz
Lisa Schones
Eileen Schott '64
Linda Schwalm '83 '03
Bailey Schwartz
Cecelia Schwartz '73
Eleanor Schwartz '51
Anthony and Claudia Scioly
Roy and Sue Scott
Deborah Seaver
Thomas and Dorothy Seebaldt
Barbara Seebaldt '63
Marjorie Seeman '13
Catherine Seibert '93
David and Nancy Setterlun
Irene Seymour '68
Richard Shadler '90
Diane Shaffer
Mardelle Shaffer
Kevin Shaner '94
Lucille Sharp '15
Harvey Shaw '06
Andrew and Edith '96 Shea
Stephen and Lori Sheahan
M. Sheck '49
Kent Sheets
Charlie Shepherd
Kevin and Barbara Shields
Michael and Holly Shindorf
Greg and Lori '93 Shinkle
Julie Shoemaker
Betsy Shoemaker
R. '78 and Marsha Shrider
Kristen Siberhorn
Jeff and Jean Sieler
Albin and Barbara '71 Sikora
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Anne Sill Eddy '03
Helen Simon '59
Joseph and Kimberly Simone
John Sinacola
Melissa Sissen '77
Annette Sissenwein
Diana Six '87
Andrew Sjolund
Madeline Skala '64
Celeste Skalnek '10
Bob Small
Jean Small '72
Matthew Smaltz
Mary Smetana '95
Alden Smith
Bill and Anne '64 Smith
Brett Smith
Clark and Joanie Smith
Claude and Leslie Smith
Mark and Amy Smith
Mary Smith
Sandra Smith
Stanley and Shirley Smith
Thomas Smith
Virginia Smith '54
Colette Smojver
Smokehouse 52
Stacy Sneed '13
Nerissa Snider
Roger '85 and Ann-Marie '86 Snyder
L. Jean Snyder
Marc Snyder
Sheldon and Laurie Sobol
Sr. Mary Soher, OP
Timothy and Jodi Somerville
Kathleen Spacht '78
Sean and Rene' '08 Spahr
Sr. Sharon Spanbauer, OP
Spotted Cow
James and Janet Springer
John and Marie Stafiej
Samantha Staley '15
Peter and Jean Stanca
Michael and Mia Standerski
Sr. Janet Stankowski, OP '74
Starbucks
John Stearns '15
H. and Carol '75 Steck
Joe Steele Insurance Ctr.
Charles and Connie '88  Steffel-Cullip
Bruce '65 and Rhea Stephens
Linda Stepney '76
Steppin' Out
Cassie Sterling
Kevin '11 and Melissa Sterling
Michael and Lisa Sterling
James and Betty Stevens
Donna Stewart '90
Traci Stewart '02
Kathleen Stiefel '02
Deborah Stines '14
Frank and Mary Stobinski
Kathryn Stobinski
Kristen Stockman
Mary Stockwell '52
Mike Stone
Heather Storrer '04
Betty Strantz
Susan and Richard Streeter
Audra Stringer
William Strunk '92
Shane Stuchlik '12
Ed Stuck
Susan Studinger '99
Carolyn Sucaet '14
David and Kendra Sudborough
Joan Sullins
Thomas Sullivan
Mary Sullivan-Roselle '78 
William Sunderland '94
Brian and Karrie Sunderman
Cynthia Sutherland '14
Tammy Suzor '11
Bernard and Marie '99 Suzor
Teddy and Sharon Szczepankowski
Lori Tallman
Craig '92 '11 and Leslie Tanis
Ruben and Rosalia Tapia
Stanley Tarnowski
Jose Tavarez
Carl Taylor
Janet Taylor
Kari Taylor
Sarah Taylor '10
Tammy Taylor '02
Richard and Nancy Teachout
Tecumseh Police Officers Association
Sue Temple
Richard and Danielle '89 Teunion-Smith
Rohan Thadani
The Henry Ford Museum
Eric Theisen
Gordon Theisen '82 '11
Gary Thomas '13

Corinne Thompson
Karen Thompson '99
Daniel '02 and Brenda '81 '00 		
	 Thompson
Jay and Charlotte '92 Thompson
Lois Thornbury '78
Michelle Thornwell
Jewel and Pamela Threet
Joseph and Rebecca Tibbetts
Elizabeth Tibbs
Carrie Timmerman
Tip Top Restaurant
Veronica Tipling '15
Tipping Point Theatre
Sr. Madelyn Tobin, OP
Toledo Speedway
Toledo Walleye Hockey Club
Bernardo and Frances '65 Toro de Segura
Robert Treat '87
Susan Trebilcock '75
Edsel Trice
Jun Tsuji
Janelle Tuckerman
Janice Tuckerman
Fred and Gayla '96 Turgeon
Bruce Turino
Timothy Turino
Celeste Turner '93
Carol Turner
Kelly Turner '14
Hayley Turpin
Frank and Rosemary '70 '73 Tursak
Kim Tuttle '05
Carol Tylicki '84
Dennis and Alice '69  Ugljesa
Uncle John's Cider Mill
Judith Ureel '84 '95
Jason Uribe '14
Michael and Dolores Vaccaro
Matthew Vallad
Gail Van Ert
Loyd Van Tuyle
Barbara VanderJagt
Sandra Vanderlaan
Martha Vaneenenaam-Iwanicki
Kate Vanetten
John VanHavel '69
Jack VanTuyle
William and Margaret '53 Vaughan
Dan Venier '97
Thomas and Anne Venner
Jose Vera
Frank and Anita '64 Vergilii
Gregory and Margo Videan
Cruz Villarreal '14
Frank and Teresa Vogl
James Volek
Nicholas and Hallie Vontroba
Voya Foundation
Shannon Wade '01
Dana Wade '98
Merlyn and Barbara '60 Wade
Robin Wagner '87
Michael Wagner '84
Gary and Donna Wahr
Cheryl Walker '05
Geraldine and James Walker
Robert Walkowicz '15
Anne Walsh
Patrick and Pamela Walsh
Yvonne Walsh '86
Sr. Patricia Walter, OP '66
Hannah Walters
Annie Waltz
Carolyn Waltz
Richard Waltz
Shannon Waltz
Constance and William Waple
Patricia Warner
Perry and Joanne '83 Warner
Ronald and Ellen Warren
Eddie Washington
Sharon Waterbury
Carol Watson
Thomas Watson
John and Lisa Jean Watts
John and Sharron Watts
Prosser Watts
Nancy Weatherby '92
Weber Associates
Lissa Webster '06
Josephine Weeden
Thomas and Lesley '09 Weidner
Elaine Weinburger '66
Laurence Weinreich '15
Judy Weisbecker '61
Leslie Weiss '14
Kori Welch
Donald and Sandra Welch
Susan Welch
Rachel Wellman-Benedict
Tiffany Wells '14
Dick and Carol '69 Welsh
Kenneth and Debra '82 Welsh

Barb Welzbacher
Emily Wenzlick
Gabriele Werner
Ann Werstein '77
Agnes Wesche
West Michigan Whitecaps Foundation
Ellen Westgate '94
Robert and Sue Wheeler
Shanon Whelan
Cari Whitaker
Kyle Whitaker
Shellie Whitaker
Joseph White
Robert and Janet White
Katherine Whited
Mishiell White-Lockhart '15
John Whitinger '07
Toni Whitney '12
James and Carol Wildgen
Stefan Wilkinson
Linette Will
Chris Willard '78
Brooke Williams
Robert '95 and Amy '95 Williams
Brian and Lynn '79 Williams
Richard Williamson '05
George and Marion '67 Willis
Eric Wills
Hazel Wills
Alexis Wilson
William Wilson '82
Cynthia Wilson '80
Tim and Carol '05 Wilson
Sue Wimmer
Jason and Kristine Wing
Larry and Julie Wing
Timothy and Michele Winkler
Michael Woiteshek
Iwona Wojno '99 '02
Wolf Creek Golf Club, Inc.
Doug and Jean '65 Wolfe
Kyndle Wolfinger
James and Eleanor '71 '76 Wollett
Michelle Wolner '08
Daniel and Angela Woods
George and Judith Woods
Anna Woolley
Lloyd and Catherine Wooster
Rachel Wooster
Gerald Worthington
Edward Wray
Mary Ann Wray
Frank Wrona
James Wrona
Michael Wuebben '14
Michael and Barbara Wynne
Joan Yaroch '53
Daniel '09 '13 and Callie '11 Yatzek
Helen Yensz '75
YJYW Ministries LLC
Heath and Holly Yohe
Jeanne Yonan
Michelle Young '13
Joseph Yurkunas '15
Bettina Zaar
Ralf Zaar
Jennifer Zacharzewski '13
David Zainea '84
Peter and Armanda Zanotti
James Zeller '09
Jeff Zellner
Erin Zerbe
Kyle Zick
Ashley Ziegler '15
Jill Ziegler
Daniel Zielinski
Mike and Mary '70 Ziemkowski
Janine Zimmerman '74 '74
Thomas Ziolkowski '13
Karl and Mary '64 Zollner
Casmier and Andrea  Zomerfeld
Sr. Judith Zynda, OP '65

PERCENTAGE OF 
GIVING BY CLASS 
YEAR
Alumni giving plays a critical role in  
ensuring that Siena remains an institu-
tion of opportunity for so many. Below 
you’ll find a list of class years followed 
by the percent of alumni who made 
a gift last fiscal year. We ask that you 
consider making a gift each and every 
year. Doing so will increase our alumni 
giving percentages and, more import-
antly, help to provide a life-changing 
experience for our students.

1945 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.29%
1946 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.14%
1947 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.82%
1948 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.57%
1949 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.32%
1950 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.62%
1951 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.09%
1952 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.00%
1953 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.33%
1954 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.13%
1955 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.87%
1956 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.31%
1957 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.26%
1958 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.23%
1959 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.45%
1960 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.52%
1961 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.74%
1962 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.14%
1963 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.25%
1964 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.70%
1965 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.31%
1966 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.94%
1967 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.58%
1968 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.85%
1969 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.18%
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.33%
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.20%
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.32%
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.45%
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.96%
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.84%
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.24%
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.75%
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.71%
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.40%
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.26%
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.42%
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.96%
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.22%
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.16%
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.15%
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.76%
1987 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.03%
1988 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.90%
1989 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.11%
1990 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.32%
1991 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.87%
1992 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.13%
1993 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.33%
1994 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.11%
1995 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.44%
1996 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.59%
1997 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.58%
1998 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.78%
1999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.28%
2000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.62%
2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.04%
2002 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.70%
2003 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.92%
2004 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.69%
2005 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.61%
2006 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.34%
2007 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.65%
2008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.10%
2009 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.36%
2010 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.56%
2011 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.24%
2012 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.67%
2013 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00%
2014 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.42%
2015 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.15%
2016 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.68%

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF
Ronald W. Albert
Tracy Church
Andy Growden
Richard Keeley
Richard Lutey
Pat McGlone
Patricia McGrath, OP
Warren L. Reuther
Miriam M. Stimson, OP
John D Wittershein
Betty Hartley Worthington 

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
James M. Lyall
Laura Lynn Lyall
Maureen McLaughlin
Frances Nadolny, OP
Jeanne Marie, OP

1919 SOCIETY
The 1919 Society honors those who  
have made planned giving commit-
ments to Siena Heights. A planned  
gift is a great way to support Siena 
Heights and leave a lasting legacy.  
To learn more call (800) 693-0506 or 
email advancement@sienaheights.edu.

Margaret Aniol '73 '74
Andrea Bailey '03 '08
Michael Barbo '83
Petrina Biondo '72
Everett and Mary '55 Bissonette
Mitchell '04 and Dawn Blonde
Jerome and Trudy Bohland
Jane Bower
Allan and Julie Brittain
Eileen Britz '46
Fran and Margaret '32 Busche
Anne Carrier '58
Cervenka Family Trust
Jennifer Hamlin Church '13
Thomas and Carolyn Conlin
Betty Cummings '82 '09
Michael Dawson H '11
Frank Dick
Michael Donovan '75
Rosemary  Dorr '48
Anne MacMillan Eichman '67
Larry and Nancy '58 Erhardt
Karen Erickson '60
Helen Famulener +
Mary Jo Fleming '47
Judith C. Francoeur
Julieanna Frost
Elizabeth Geyer '52
Charles and Alma Given
Margaret Goble '86
Lilyan Goosens '53
Mary Lou Griffin
Richard and Jan Gurdjian
Sid and Mary '89 Halley
Stephanie Hickman Boyse
Scott  & Cindy Hill
Janet Huvaere '72
Bernie and Kathleen '82 Jay
Frank and Belinda Johnson
John and Karen '04 '10 Johnson
Marjorie Krakker
John and Ardath Labriola
Ruth LaFontaine '72
Bruce '85 and Lisa Lee
Malcolm Linehan
Michael Morgan '83 and Trevor Reynolds
James and Julia '63 Opalek
Theresa O'Reilly '48
Peter '03 '08 and Catrina '03 '08 	
	 Ossmann
Gerald '01 and Linda Peterson
Mary Phillips '71 and John R. Sayre
Ann Politzer '50
Mary Jo Potter '71
Bill '64 and Mary (Levack) '64 Quick
Judith Redwine '66
Richard and Mary '85 Reisinger
Keith '99 and Wendy '99 Rusie
Eileen Ryan '50
James and Carolee Sam
Mark and Rebecca '90 Schersten
Gregory Schira '89
Emory and Kristina Schmidt
Matthew '88 '97 and Laura '86 Schwartz
Helen Simon '59
Jean Small '72
Frederick Smith '87
David Stevens '81
Byron Stickles '83
Stephen Studnicka '78
Mary  Agnes Sullivan-Roselle '48
Eleanor Taylor '57†

Nicholas and Jean Thomas
Christopher and Lori '05 Timmis
Anna Tompert '38
Annette Van Dan '62
Jane Waldo '53
Judy Wernette '89
George and Sandra '72 Wetzel
Joan Yaroch '53

2015–16 BOARD  
OF TRUSTEES
OFFICERS

Chairperson of the Board 
The Honorable Margaret M.S. Noe 	
	 ’75, JD

Vice Chairperson of the Board 
Frank Johnson

Secretary of the Board 
Scott F. Hill

President of the University 
Sister Peg Albert, OP, PhD

TRUSTEES

Sister Rosemary Abramovich, OP
Merri Jo Bales
Betty Cummings '82
Michael H. Dawson, MD
James Ebbitt
Susan M. Edwards, JD
Sister Mariane Fahlman, OP, PhD
Michael Farver
Judith C. Francoeur
Steve Futrell
Michele Gardner, MD
Sue Goldsen
Doug Gray '04
Richard Haller '07
Janice Marie Hanba
Margaret Hartman
John J. Hern, Jr.
Sister Candace Introcaso, CDP, PhD
Michael L. Kapnick
Ruth LaFontaine '72
Steven Linville '92
Tatiana Masyk, MD
Reggie Moore '83
Sister Frances Nadolny '72, OP, PhD 
Francine Parker, '88
Lisa Oberlin '92
Iqbal Roshd '83
Sister Mary Soher, OP, DM
Sister Joan Marie Weithman, OP
Dawn Williams

TRUSTEES EMERITI

Kathleen S. Girffiiths ‘69
Stephen Hickman
Douglas L. Kapninck, ‘05/HD
Patrick McDonald, JD
John E. McSorely, JD
Edward J. Nussel, PhD
Phyllis Peters
Robert E. Price
David R. Siler 
James P. Silk, Sr., JD
John P. Tierney

2015–16 ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
President 
Katie Hatch ’07

Vice President 
Todd Marsee ‘94

Secretary 
Carlene Staton ’06

Past President 
Mary Small Poore ‘76 

Courtney Aldrich ’03 
Takara Bolton ’13 
Brooke Boone ‘07
Dory Garcia Bryant ‘88
Marcus Carter ’12 
Manuel Joe Hoskins, III ’03, ’06 
Ashley Nelson Hudson ’05, ‘08
Chris Hudson ‘07
JoAnn Curtin Monaghan ‘65
Ruzena Morrill ’08, ‘14
Jacob M. Pifer ‘03
Lance Reed ’09, ’11 
Wendy Kirkbride Rusie ‘99
David G. Stevens ’81
Susan Town-Richards ’14  

Saintly Supporter
Chairing Admissions Committee
Bethany McCaulley ‘06

Student Representative
Charles (Charlie) Ludlow ‘17

Faculty Representative
Dr. Julius Nagy
Dr. Jenny Ermiger
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Rising Stars

Lisa Lothringer Peter Sarnacki Brandon Bowers Kim Stoutenburg

“Rising Stars”profiles Siena Heights University alumni who have graduated within the past  

10 years and who excel in their careers, occupations or community service accomplishments.  

To be considered for the “Rising Stars”piece in an upcoming issue of Reflections Magazine, 

please fill out the online form at www.sienaheights.edu/risingstars. Those who are selected to 

be included in an upcoming issue of the magazine will be contacted by the Reflections staff.
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Lisa Lothringer 
 
Graduation year (from SHU): 2014.

Current title/position: Assistant Executive 
Director, Downtown Development Authority,  
Van Buren (Mich.) Township. 

What Lisa is doing: She is responsible for all 
marketing and community outreach for the 
Downtown Development Authority. She works  
to promote the businesses within the DDA 
boundaries, build relationships with neighbor- 
ing municipalities and strengthen the sense of 
community. Lothringer also takes part in and 
organizes trade events to showcase and intro- 
duces the opportunities within the township to 
businesses locally, regionally and nationally. 

My favorite moment/story while a student  
at Siena Heights was: Realizing that even  
with balancing family and working full-time,  
I was able to graduate cumma sum laude. 

My favorite person at Siena Heights was:  
Julie Edwards.

Ultimate goal in life: “To enjoy what I do for 
work each and every day so it does not feel  
like a job.”

My best piece of advice for SHU students is: 
“Never stop reaching for your goals. Returning to 
school to finally finish my degree was a promise  
I had made to my dad just before he died. Fifteen 
years later, I know he was smiling down from 
heaven as I crossed that stage and received  
my degree.” 

Peter Sarnacki 
 
Graduation year (from SHU): 2012.

Current title/position: Medical student, Michi- 
gan State University College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, Lansing, Mich.

What Peter is doing: After Graduating SHU in 
2012, he studied pre-medicine at Northwestern 
University. He then served with City Year Detroit,  
an Americorps program fighting America’s high 
school dropout crisis by providing mentoring to 
Detroit youth, focusing on school attendance, 
behavioral intervention and course performance. 
After City Year, he worked with Hope Network’s 
DART program, a child caring residential facility  
for children with various developmental or psych- 
iatric conditions, often with a severe history 
of trauma. Sarnacki began medical school at 
Michigan State University College of Osteopathic 
Medicine in June 2016. He and his wife, Alex- 
andra, are raising their daughter, Zara. 
 

My favorite moment/story while a student  
at Siena Heights was: “My dad will always talk 
about my first college basketball game; in the first 
few minutes, I had a two-hand slam dunk that 
bent the rim. The referees needed to pause the 
game until the rim could be set back in place.”

My favorite person at Siena Heights was:  
Drs. Mark Schersten, Tom Wassmer, Jeff Lindstrom 
and Peggy Motsch, and his coaches, Al Sandifer, 
J.O. Owens, and Bobby Plumer.

Ultimate goal in life: “Give everything I can to 
my family and those who need help.”

My best piece of advice for SHU students is:  
“Question and scrutinize everything, even if it is 
held emotionally close or assumed to be a first 
principle. Ask yourself, ‘Where is the evidence for 
this? What does the evidence really suggest?’  
Also, you are paying to be in a room with experts 
at SHU; learn everything you can and take 
advantage of this opportunity.” 

Brandon Bowers 
 
Graduation year (from SHU): 2013.

Current title/position: Doctor of Physical Therapy, 
Athletico Physical Therapy, Columbus, Ohio.

What Brandon is doing: He is currently employed 
by Athletico Physical Therapy as a Doctor of 
Physical Therapy in the Columbus, Ohio, area. 
Athletico is an outpatient, private practice physical 
therapy company based out of Chicago. On a daily 
basis he treats patients who range in age from 
elementary school children to senior citizens that 
include a variety of diagnoses. He also serves as 
an injury analyst for Cleveland Indians Baseball 
Insider and The Orange and Brown Report for  
the Cleveland Browns. 

My favorite moment/story while a student  
at Siena Heights was: “While I was at Siena,  
I spent three years as an orientation team leader.  
I really enjoyed working as a group with the other 
O-Team leaders in order to aide first year students 
with their transition to life as a Saint at SHU.”

My favorite person at Siena Heights was: 
Michael Orlando.

Ultimate goal in life: “I aspire to eventually 
obtain a job working with baseball players, with  
a focus on injury prevention, rehab and perform- 
ance enhancement.”

My best piece of advice for SHU students is: 
“Get involved. SHU may be a smaller institution, 
however, the university doesn’t lack opportunity. 
Between the numerous clubs/organizations, 
athletic teams and theatre/art, there are oppor- 
tunities for all students to get involved at Siena. 
Embrace your time at SHU and don’t take it for 
granted, you’ll graduate before you know it.”

Kim Stoutenburg 
 
Graduation year (from SHU): 2009.

Current title/position: President, On-site 
Operations, Wilson-Bennett Technology.

What Kim is doing: For seven years she has 
worked for Wilson-Bennett Technology, Inc., an  
industry leader in providing fundraising services 
to educational institutions and nonprofit organ-
izations. Starting as an entry level employee, and 
has since advanced into several new positions.  
She is currently responsible for overseeing the 
company’s day-to-day operations. 

My favorite moment/story while a student  
at Siena Heights was: “Shouting offbeat and 
out-of-tune the intermittent words, mainly the 
chorus, of ‘Livin’ On A Prayer’ with my Saints’ 
soccer family. The most impactful and life-altering 
memory: a semester in Merida, Mexico offered 
through the Spanish Department. My experience 
abroad was nothing short of all the clichés on 
the benefits of cultural immersion. I lived the 
eye-opening, yet mentally and emotionally chal- 
lenging, venture in which you learn to appreciate 
the vast differences between the foreign way 
of life and that of your homeland, including the 
language, food, daily commute, the environment.  
It unfortunately included befriending the sugar ants  
and suffering Montezuma’s revenge, but the best 
of all, amazing friendships and exploration! 

… (Note: I learned in retrospect some of these 
escapades should not be divulged to your mother 
until after the trip). Bottom line: study abroad!”

My favorite person at Siena Heights was:  
“Dr. Patricia Wallace, former program director of  
the McNair Scholars Program. Dr. Wallace was 
strict, demanding, and held high expectations  
of her students which earned her a great deal  
of respect, and moreover, motivated and em- 
powered us to set lofty goals and stop at nothing 
to achieve them! Her unwavering resolve and 
genuine belief in the scholars’ success, both aca- 
demically and personally, embedded in us a sense 
of pride, determination and certainly a higher 
level work ethic. I admire her intellect, value her 
thoughtful and fun-loving demeanor, and will be 
forever grateful for her many life lessons which 
have undoubtedly helped shape who I am today.”

Ultimate goal in life: “To live happy, travel  
often, love much and die with more memories  
than dreams!”

My best piece of advice for SHU students is: 
“Hard work breeds good luck. Don’t stress over 
knowing what you’ll do after graduation; instead, 
listen intently, be diligent, take chances and then 
pour your heart into those opportunities. And 
above all, live your journey with passion.”

Alumni Feature
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1—Savannnah Haig ’16 (left) reunites 
with SHU Cheer and Dance Team friends 
before the football game.

2—Everyone is all smiles with SHU  
mascot, Halo the husky, during Home- 
coming Weekend.

3— SHU President Sister Peg Albert 
(left) is joined by SHU board members 
to break ground for the new Performing 
Arts Center.

4—Friends catch up near “Chaos 
Getaria” during Homecoming weekend.

5—Cody Sieler ’08 (right) helps a 
student torch  “the exorcism” (pancakes 
piled with French fries, cheese, pork, 
egg and jalapeno) at a tailgate party.

6— Jordan Hayes-Devloo portrays 
Uncle Fester in Theatre Siena’s rousing 
performance of “The Addams Family” 
during Homecoming weekend.

7—Homecoming is for students, too!

8—Alumni wave to the camera after 
mass on Sunday morning. 
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SCENES FROM HOMECOMING 2016

Homecoming Feature
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Column

find us on facebook—search for shu alumni

from the alumni office
Setting the World on Fire at Siena Heights

“Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire.” 
Sister Peg Albert reiterated St. Catherine of Siena’s words at graduation this past spring  

to a record number of graduates. I have witnessed this statement to be true in so many of  
our alumni. Through events on campus and off campus, I’ve had the opportunity to meet  
and witness so many of our community of alumni setting “the world on fire.”

Kelly Burke ‘07 and I were students in Studio Angelico together. At the 2015 Alumni  
Art Exhibit during Homecoming, I got to witness the evolution of her work since graduation. 
She is on fire and living her dream! We keep up on Instagram, but to see a gallery of her work 
and get to congratulate her in person was special. Siena offers this continued community 
as Studio Angelico has made a tradition of hosting a reception Friday night at Homecoming 
week (mark your calendars for Oct. 13-15!).

At graduation in the spring, I was honored to listen to Chase Wilkerson ’05 speak at the 
Kente ceremony. His soothing yet go get ’em personality encouraged me when we went to 
school together, and I watched as he inspired the new generation of Saints. Another Siena 
encounter I was fortunate to experience.  

I have not only met alumni, but some of the new faculty and staff on our campuses.  
They are so energetic and passionate about the mission of the Alma Mater. I am proud they 
are continuing on the legacy of so many of our beloved professors and mentors.  

Another thrill for me has been to watch a former high school student of mine graduate. 
From a copy room conversation with his mom to Gianni Chesnick ’15 deciding Siena was the 
place for him, too, it’s been incredible to watch his own Siena experience unfold into success.

Siena is still that place we loved as students. It looks a lot different, but I assure you, the  
mission is well. Those magnolia trees still blossom in the spring on campus in front of Ben-
incasa, where Mary Poore ‘76 and I posed for a selfie. I affectionately call Mary my “Adrian 
Mom.” I didn’t meet Mary until after I graduated and moved away. How did two alums  
become such friends? That’s the Siena community. 

If you know an alumni, or even a friend of Siena’s, who is setting the world on fire, let  
us know! Nominations for Alumni Awards are accepted on an ongoing basis. Those received 
by March 1, 2017, will be considered for the 2017 awards. 

Visit http://sienaheights.edu/LandingPages/AlumniAwards.aspx to submit a nomination.
Call us or share a photo on our Facebook group and tell us how your Siena community  

is still a part of your life. Drop by for a visit or mentor a current student to expand your Siena 
experience. Even just tell someone about your Siena story in a copy room. You never know 
what fire it will start!

Jenny Engle ’12, ’15/MA 
 Director of Alumni Relations 

(517) 264-7143 
jengle@sienaheights.edu
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class notes

Alumni News—Class Notes

FROM THE SITES
Benton Harbor

1995
Debra Hartline Bauschke Roman- 
eschi was named the finance direc-
tor/treasurer for the City of Benton 
Harbor, Mich., on June 6, 2016. She 
moved back to the area after living 
in Washington state.

2002
Yvonne Dean 
was named vice 
president of 
United Invest-
ment Planning  
at the United 
Federal Credit 
Union in St. 

Joseph, Mich. She is accountable for 
the growth and profitability of the 
UFCU investment portfolio among 
others. She has more than 20 years 
of experience in the financial 
services industry. 

2014
Melanie Owen 
is the co-owner  
of the Lazy Bal-
lerina Winery, 
which opened  
in June 2016 in 
St. Joseph, Mich. 
Owen and her 

business partner help start the busi- 
ness partly because of a crowd-
funding effort she learned while a 
business student at Siena Heights.

Jackson

2011
Lesslie Keeling was named the  
coordinator of volunteers for 
Hospice of Hillsdale County in 
August 2016. 

2013
Kyle Leighton was named mid- 
west  regional sales manager by  
NAME Energy Group. He will be 
presenting distributors with LED 
lighting products, overseeing sales 
representatives and facilitating  
new and innovative products.

Lansing

2006
Brian Davis was 
named fire chief 
for the Lake Hav- 
asu City (Ariz.) 
Fire Department 
in May 2016. 
The former U.S. 
Marine and Gulf 

War veteran has a long career in law 
enforcement and firefighting, and 
most recently was the deputy fire 
chief for the Grand Ledge (Mich.) 
Fire Department.

2010
Ruth Sterna-
man ’12/MA is 
employed as a 
counselor at the 
Women’s Center 
of Greater Lan-
sing since 2010. 
She was profiled 

in the July 2016 issue of Capital 
Area Women’s LifeStyle Magazine 
for her work with domestic abuse 
and sexual assault victims.

Monroe

1998
Mark Durivage is the managing 
principal consultant at Quality Sys-
tems Compliance LLC and author 
of several quality-related books. 
He also is a Certified Tissue Bank 
Specialist has a certification in Glob-
al Regulatory Affairs. He resides in 
Lambertville, Mich.

2010
Aaron Kinzel is working with the 
University of Michigan’s Prison 
Creative Arts Project. According 
to a recent story in the Michigan 
Daily, the PCAP brings visual, 
written and theatrical art into the 
lives of inmates from prisons in 
southeast Michigan, and accepts 
artistic submissions from all 33 
prisons statewide. He also leads 
PCAP’s Linkage Project that helps 
former prisoners come back into 
the community to lead workshops. 
Kinzel is a faculty member in  
UM’s criminology and criminal 
justice departments. 

Online

2012
John Kosanke was named public 
safety director for the city of Grosse 
Pointe Woods, Mich., in August 
2016. Kosanke has been a public 
safety officer, traffic enforcement 
officer, corporal, sergeant and 
lieutenant for the GPW Department 
of Public Safety, and also previously 
served as deputy fire chief for 
the New Baltimore (Mich.) Fire 
Department.

Southfield

2013
Johnny Menifee was appointed  
as chief of the Southfield (Mich.)  
Fire Department in July 2016. Men-
ifee has served with the department 
since 1993 in various roles, includ- 
ing battalion chief, captain, 
lieutenant, EMT/paramedic and the 
training and safety officer.

Main Campus

1964
Angie Bidlack completed her last 
bicycle race in July, the Keystone 
Country (Ky.) MS 150 with her 
grandson, John. She is retired and 
said she hopes to volunteer in other 
ways.

1975
Donald Herip, MD, recently 
transferred to a new position at the 
Banner University Medical Group in 
Tucson, Ariz.

1984
Tanya Whitley is an artist who is 
working and living in Charlevoix, 
Mich. She has created more than 
100 beer labels for Short’s Brewing 
Co., Founders Brewing Co. and 
Woodchuck Cider. 

1990
John Quinn was 
named vice presi- 
dent of world-
wide channels by 
Attivo Networks, 
a cybersecurity 
threat detection 
company. Quinn 

has more than 20 years of experi-
ence in sales, and most recently  
at FireEye. 

1993
Amelia Harlukowicz Proctor 
transferred as a manager from the 
Biology Unit of the Michigan State 
Police Lansing Forensic Laboratory 
to a new supervisory position in the 
CODIS Section of the Biometrics 
& Identification Division of the 
Michigan State Police in October 
2015. The full-time working single 
mom has a son who is active in 
baseball and basketball. 

Therese Schaub Larson has 
created the unique Girls on the Run 
of Northwest Michigan program 
to help girls and young women 
with self-esteem. The after-school 
program currently serves 1,500 girls 
and 57 schools in eight northern 
Michigan counties. Coaches teach 
about self-esteem, teamwork and 
how to be part of the community. 
After 12 weeks, participants get 
together for the Girls on the Run 
5K. Her story, part of the Powerful 
Women Series, was detailed in the 
June 2016 edition of Grand Traverse 
Woman Magazine.

1994
Robert Puckett retired in June 
2016 as a lieutenant after 21 years 
with the Wayne (Mich.) Police 
Department.

1996
Jessica Johnson 
was named the 
girls varsity bas-
ketball coach at 
Niles (Mich.) 
High School in 
October 2016. 
She also serves 

as the dean of students at NHS.

Karyn Konkel is 
employed at the 
Flint Institute of 
Arts. Her pottery 
artwork was 
recently on dis-
play at the Ugly 
Dog’s Farm arts 

and fine crafts show in Richfield 
Township, Mich.

1997
Julie Bell ’99/
MA was named 
the Chief Human 
Resources officer 
for the Advanced 
Group in Chicago, 
Ill., in September 
2016. She has 

more than 20 years of HR leadership 
within healthcare organizations and 
large corporations. Most recently 
she served as VP of Human Capital 
Management & Transformation at 
Presence Health, where she was 
responsible for the design and de-
ployment of systems, processes, and 
technology for 22,000 employees 
and nearly 200 facilities. Prior to 
joining Presence Health, Bell held 
several leadership positions in HR, 
including senior officer, Talent Man-
agement at Cleveland Clinic and 
director Talent Management, OD  
at Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. The 
Advanced Group provides expertise 
in talent acquisition and manage-
ment, consulting, out-sourcing,  
and professional services.
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Teammates and former Siena 
Heights football All-Americans 
Donovan Campbell ’15 and 
Kyle Connors ’15 were part 
of the West Michigan Ironmen 
football team that reached 
the championship game of 
the American Indoor Football 
league in June 2016. Campbell, 
a tight end, caught three TD 
passes in the title game, a 74-
32 loss to the Columbus Lions. 
Connors played offensive and 
defensive line for the Ironmen.

Lenzey Stidham ’13 was 
crowned Miss Cutler Bay 
USA 2017 in May 2016. She 
represented Cutler Bay at 
the Miss Florida USA state 
competition in July. Stidham 
will serve as the town’s good-
will ambassador for the year 
and threw out the first pitch  
at a Miami Marlins baseball 
game. She is also the founder 
and CEO of 2BC Agency, a 
boutique modeling agency.  
She is a former national cham-
pion for the Saints in the  
pole vault.

Jason Blickensdorf ’07, an officer with the Canton Town-
ship (Mich.) Police Department, was named the Officer 
of the Year by the Police Officers Association of Michigan 
in May 2016. He was honored at a special ceremony at 
the Amway Grand Hotel in Grand Rapids, Mich (below). 
The award recognizes officers who have exhibited bravery, 
integrity and served with dignity in the line of duty.

Alumni News—Class Notes

1999
Kristin Baty Watts/MA was 
recently named the director of St. 
Anne’s Day School in Atlanta, Ga.

2003
Matt Keller was 
a source for a 
Politico.com 
article on federal 
cybersecurity 
measures. The 
story ran on Oct. 
11, 2016. Keller 

is the vice president of federal ser-
vices at GuidePoint and a former 
computer forensics specialist with 
the Defense Department.

Andrew Staton 
starred in the 
horror movie 

“ClownTown,” 
which was 
released in Sep-
tember 2016  
on DVD. 

2005
Rachelle Barr was named an 
assistant professor of mathematics 
at Northwood University in Mid 
land, Mich. She previously was an 
assistant professor at the University 
of Wisconsin-Rock County.

Kalen Larson is the general 
manager of the Hall Associates 
Flying Effects, which specializes 
in flying performers through the 
air for theatrical productions. He 
returned to Adrian in June 2016 to 
help with the Croswell Opera House 
production of “Billy Elliot.”

2006
Jessica Nietrzeba is the assistant 
director of Alumni Relations at 
Eastern Michigan University.

2007
Curtis Parsons 

’09/MA was re- 
cently appointed 
to the state of 
Michigan’s Public 
Safety Communi-
cations Interoper-
ability Board. 

This board oversees the state’s pub-
lic safety radio system and telecom-
munications network and is also 
responsible for advising the governor 
on current and future technology  
to ensure preparedness in the event 
of an emergency. Parsons currently 
serves as the Lenawee County 
Homeland Security Management 
coordinator.

2008
Michele Wood Contreras is 
employed as tax manager for 
LafargeHolcim in Ann Arbor, Mich.

2013
Kelci Schock was hired in August 
2016 as a physician’s assistant at 
Health Specialists of Lenawee in 
Tecumseh, Mich. She is a Tecumseh 
High School graduate.

Joanna Steffel interned at Arrupe 
College of Loyola University of 
Chicago. The college strives to make 
education affordable and accessible 
for students who come from low-
income families. 

Andy Switzer was hired as an 
English and social studies teacher at 
Pettisville (Ohio) High School. He is 
a Pettisville High School graduate.

2015
Steven Robinson Jr. was hired as 
a police officer for the Elkhart (Ind.) 
Police Department. He started his 
new position in July 2006.

Charlotte Squires was one of 120 
first-year teachers hired by Onslow 
County (N.C.) Schools. Squires is 
teaching fourth- and fifth-graders in 
the exceptional children’s program 
at Queens Creek Elementary School 
in Swansboro, N.C.

2016
DeShawn 
Gilbert was 
named an 
assistant football 
coach in August 
2016 with 
Malone (Ohio) 
University.

DEATHS
Alumni 
Elie Wiesel ’83/HD
Sister Maura Phillips, OP ’39— 
	 Siena Heights music faculty 	
	 member from 1963-73.
Sister Helen Duggan, OP ’41— 
	 She was a former Siena Heights 	
	 science faculty member from 	
	 1956-63 and again from 1975-	
	 90. She taught part-time from 	
	 1990-92 and volunteered as 	
	 archivist from 1993-2003.
Sister Virginia Conway, OP ’48 
Sister Mary Jane Schallert, OP ’50 
Sister Rosemary Conlon, OP ’51 
Sister Patricia Dillon, OP ’53 
Sister Ann Plourde, OP ’54 
Sister Janet Hudspeth, OP ’57 
Sister Renee Richie, OP ’60, ’70/MA
Sister Mary Waldron, OP ’61 
Sister Joan Dwyer, OP ’64 
Sister Sharon McGuire, OP ’68— 
	 First full-time nursing faculty 	
	 member at Siena Heights.
Jeffrey Hinkle ’78/MA
William Heffernan ’94 
Dr. Scott Brown ’03 
Michelle Hartley ’06
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The ‘Heritage Society’, Siena Heights University’s planned giving club, is now named the ‘1919 Society’.  
This change reflects the year Siena Heights was founded, and also distinguishes itself from the growing 

Heritage Project initiative on campus. Has Siena Heights changed your life? Leave your legacy at  
Siena Heights! To learn how you can leave a lasting legacy that will impact the lives of others,  

call (800) 693-0506 or email at mblonde@sienaheights.edu.

“The Siena campus is sacred ground for me and many others,”  

said Small, who initially attended Siena Heights as an Adrian  

Dominican postulant and young professed. “This is one way of  

inviting others to it and to such an environment, and the 

possibilities it may offer them. I’m more than glad to do that.”

1247 E. Siena Heights Drive
Adrian, MI 49221-1796

The Jean Small 
’72 Scholarship: 
‘Paying It Forward’

Jean Small had been thinking about how  

she could give back to the institution that  

had given so much to her and her family.  

She decided to give a planned gift and name  

Siena Heights University as a beneficiary of  

a retirement account. The gift, once realized, 

will create the Jean Small ’72 Scholarship  

that will help future students realize their 

dream of achieving a college education.

“Siena Heights and the Adrian Dominicans 

have both been major influences in my life,” 

said Small, who is the oldest of several sib- 

lings who attended Siena Heights. “The 

scholarship is a small way of saying ‘thank  

you’ to them and inviting others to share in 

the experience, to keep the torch burning.”

Small said the scholarship is a way of main-

taining and renewing the spirit of Siena. 

“The Siena campus is sacred ground for me 

and many others,” said Small, who initially 

attended Siena Heights as an Adrian Domin-

ican postulant and young professed. “This is 

one way of inviting others to it and to such  

an environment, and the possibilities it may 

offer them. I’m more than glad to do that.”


