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from the president
Siena Heights: This is Holy Ground

The University’s theme for this academic year is Contemplation and Action. This year’s Com- 
mon Dialogue Day is entitled, “Get Some Perspective,” which grew out of the Contemplation and  
Action theme. 

I have a little picture in my office with a line from Psalm 46 which says, “Be still and know that  
I am God.” Be still, and know, experience, that I am God. This is what I have come to know as con-
templation in my life as a Dominican. 

St. Catherine of Siena called it creating your inner cell. Be still, and go to that place within you 
where God is and speaks Truth to your heart. That truth that flows from contemplation must be 
shared with our world, and, I believe, that’s when we are compelled to act. Thus, we can see the  
relationship between contemplation and action. 

But what does all of this mean to us as a Dominican higher education institution? We live in a  
very busy world where we are bombarded with things that distract us. How do we overcome these 
distractions and spend quiet time to contemplate and reflect on all that goes on around us? 

Contemplation can truly influence our perspectives on things. Let me give you an example. The 
University recently made a statement about those coming across our borders, offering to assist to  
educate those who may be college-ready, but also challenging our government leaders to act in a  
responsible, compassionate way. 

My prayer and contemplation focused on the dignity and sacredness of all life. After that experi-
ence, I knew that we, as an institution, dedicated to peace and to truth, must act. After speaking  
with others, they affirmed that decision. So you can see how contemplation and action work together. 

But it can happen in just everyday situations as well. When a student has done something wrong, 
do we perceive them as a thorn in our sides, or as a person who may be experiencing difficulty and 
needs our assistance? 

When we hear constructive criticism, do we immediately get defensive, or do we try to listen  
with an open mind and heart and make changes to improve?

Are we quick to make judgments about people before we understand what they are perhaps  
going through?

As the President of Siena Heights University, when I prepare for class or a presentation, do I  
look at many different perspectives on the topic or do I just give my own? 

I would challenge you to ask yourself similar questions. I believe contemplation gives us new  
eyes with which to see, new ears with which to hear, new hearts with which to understand and new 
spirits with which to love. As a Dominican university, this is what we are called to do. This is our  
heritage, this is our tradition, this is our Mission. 

When I think about Siena, the main campus as well as our off-campus and online sites, I know 
where we stand is holy ground. This is holy ground. This is holy ground that holds the goodness of 
God’s creation, its people, its beauty and its possibilities. Where we walk is holy ground. The foot-
prints we create today lay the foundation for the future. 

My prayer for this year is that we take the time to contemplate so that we will be moved to action 
that will make profound differences in the lives of our students, in the lives of each other and in the 
life of our world. 

May the God of love continue to bless us abundantly and move our hearts to new places where  
we have never been before.

Be still, and know that I am God. May God bless us all!

Column
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ON THE COVER

Professors Alexander Weinstein 
(aka “The Mad Professor”) and Erin 
Zerbe (aka “ZerbeTRON”) combined 
creative writing and graphic design 

to co-teach a creative comic book 
class this fall at Siena Heights. 

This is another example of Siena 
Heights’ long tradition of fostering 
creativity in the classroom. In this 

issue, also read about a new  
Culinary Chemistry course being 
taught by Professor Julius Nagy.
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from the editor
The Other Side of “The Ask”

Although I work out of the fundraising (Advancement) office here at Siena Heights, but I’ve  
never considered myself a fundraiser. However, I’ve grown to appreciate the role our area plays.

I like the term Advancement. It rings true. It’s not just “fundraising” or “development,” as some 
other institutions or organizations prefer. Our department literally “advances” the University on  
many fronts, including raising money to support the institution.

During my time at Siena, I’ve come to appreciate my colleagues who travel the area, the state,  
the country – and sometimes the world – in search of crucial resources. Although they often share 
how rewarding the experience is “friendraising,” I know it is not an easy job. 

As a graduate of another institution, my tendency is to recoil when I get a letter in the mail or a 
phone call from my alma mater asking for donations for a cause or campaign. I’m sure as a graduate  
of Siena Heights that is not the case with you (!), however, after seeing the need on the other end 
first-hand, let me tell you that their efforts are worthwhile.

Our high-profile events such as the Siena Summer Spectacular for Scholarships do a great job 
communicating the need for student scholarship dollars. But there’s so many other “below-the-radar” 
projects and initiatives that often don’t get that much attention. Let me point out a few:
•	 Working with Wes King, our band director, Advancement was able to raise funds to help purchase 

new marching band uniforms this year. They made their debut Sept. 13 at our first home football 
game, and they are slick! Student-designed, these new threads (especially the hat) definitely puts 
the marching band in the “best dressed” category.

•	 Last spring, our football and women’s soccer teams traveled en masse to Italy to practice, compete 
and take in the culture. This was a once-in-a-lifetime trip for many of these student-athletes. And 
although the coaches and athletes themselves fundraised to make the trip possible, there were 
some other “benefactors” involved to help some student-athletes make the trip. This happens rou-
tinely at Siena Heights because of the generosity of these often “anonymous” donors.

•	 Our annual fund drive, including our student caller Phone-A-Thon, helps raise operating dollars 
the University needs to keep the light on and the doors open. These are not “high profile”  
projects, but keeping our campus clean, updated and safe requires resources, and the annual fund 
is the driving force for these necessary expenses. And if you haven’t joined our SHU Crew club, 
you should. It gets our students, faculty, staff and alumni involved as not only donors, but spirited 
supporters as well. And the local discount card and T-shirt is all part of the package.

•	 Our office has worked to build our planned giving program (aka the Heritage Society) to help 
people give in a meaningful way for generations to come. Many have established endowed  
scholarships with these gifts, and I think that is an outstanding way for many to “pay it forward.”
No one likes to ask for money. However, after now being on the other side of “the ask” for the  

past few years, I have developed a new perspective on the role of fundraising. I hope this column 
changes yours as well.

Column
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from the heights

Siena Heights Spanish 
Students Featured in 
Chicago Tribune
A group of SHU Spanish students and 
“Maestro” (A.K.A. Associate Professor 
of Spanish) Nick Kaplan (above) were 
featured last spring in the Chicago 
Tribune after completing the Fox River 
Taco Challenge. Maestro Kaplan and 
Siena alumnus Lee Rincon invented the 
challenge based on an article written by 
Tribune writer Kevin Pang. Following a 
map of taquerías (taco restaurants)  
along the Fox River (west of Chicago),  
the students ate one taco at each of the 
11 restaurants before returning to Siena.

Siena Serves Group Travels 
to Jamaica
A group of five students and two advisors 
from Siena Serves traveled to St. John 
Bosco Home for boys in Jamaica in May. 
Bosco is a home for orphaned and  
homeless boys. 

Karin Barbee Has Two 
Poems Published
Assistant Professor of English Karin 
Wraley Barbee recently published two 
poems, “The Young Pictographer” and 
“Diving Lessons,” in the Spring 2014 
issue of “Natural Bridge: A Journal of 
Contemporary Literature.” Natural Bridge 
is a publication of the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis. 

Campus News

Rickinger Named New 
Director of Residence Life
SHU named Rachel Rickinger as its new  
director of Residence Life. Rachel pre- 
viously served as a residential learning 
coordinator at Valparaiso University.  
She began at SHU June 16.

Mark DiPietro Directs  
“Les Miserables” at the 
Croswell Opera House
SHU Professor of Theater Mark DiPietro 
directed “Les Miserables,” last summer 
at the Croswell Opera House in Adrian. 
There were several current and former 
students in the production, including: 
graduates Michael Lackey (below), Eric 
Parker, Jamie Buechele, Natasha Rick- 
etts, Ryan Tymensky, current students 
Alisha Bond, Dani Helfrich and SHU 
faculty member Michael Yuen.

Marsh Wins National 
Photography Award
New SHU Multimedia Specialist Laura 
Marsh earned a second place in the 
national MerlinOne photo contest. This 
contest was open to university and 
college photographers who shot an 
assignment for a university or college 
marketing, communications, news 
and information or sports information 
department. Her winning photo in the 
Sports category was a shot of a Saints 
running back (above).

SHU Named ‘Best Online 
Program for Veterans’ by 
U.S News and World Report
Siena Heights University was ranked 
among the top 50 institutions in the 
nation—including the top private college 
or university in Michigan—as a Best 
Online Program for Veterans by U.S.  
News & World Report. This is the second 
year that U.S. News & World Report has  
established this ranking, with Siena 
Heights tying for 47th. The methodology 
is based on participation/service in various 
veteran-related programs and academic 
quality attributes from SHU’s standing as 
a Best Online Bachelor Degree Program.

Siena Heights Now Part of 
the Kalamazoo Promise
Siena Heights is one of 15 private state 
institutions that will partner with the 
Kalamazoo Promise scholarship program. 

SHU President Sister Peg Albert attended 
a June 10 press conference in Kalama- 
zoo, Mich., announcing the agreement. 
The Michigan Colleges Alliance, which  
includes Siena Heights, will be a part of 
the Kalamazoo Promise. Beginning in fall 
of 2015, eligible students may use their 
Kalamazoo Promise scholarship to attend 
any one of the MCA liberal arts colleges 
and universities in Michigan. In each 
case, tuition and fees will be fully and 
jointly funded by the Kalamazoo Promise 
and the MCA member institution. The 
Kalamazoo Promise will fund at the level  
of the undergraduate average tuition and 
fees for the College of Literature, Science 
and Arts at the University of Michigan in 
Ann Arbor. The MCA member institution 
will cover any difference between that 
amount and the amount of its yearly 
tuition and fees.

Bob Gordon Receives Fred 
Smith Champion Award
Robert Gordon was the recipient of the  
Fred Smith Champion Award. The award  
was established in 2003 to honor SHU’s  
longtime athletic director and Hall of  
Fame men’s basketball coach. Besides  
his 30-plus years of service, this award  
honors Smith’s friendly and caring atti- 
tude, his ability to shoulder responsibility 
without complaint and overcome adver- 
sity with success. Gordon retired last year 
after 37 years of service to the University.
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Campus News

New Faculty Members 
Announced at SHU
Here is a list of new full-time faculty 
members who recently started with SHU:

•	Rhonda DeLong, Assistant Professor of 
Criminal Justice

•	Patricia Eason, Lecturer

•	Tony Farina, Assistant Professor  
of Humanities 

•	 Jon Kleinow, Instructor Criminal Justice

•	 Justin Matchulat, Assistant Professor  
of Philosophy

•	Mad Mohre, Assistant Professor of Art

•	Alan Moore, Assistant Professor of 
Social and Behavioral Science

•	 Julie Ross, Assistant Professor  
of Education

•	Dana Schumacher-Schmidt, Assistant 
Professor of English

•	Linette Will, Assistant Professor  
of Nursing 

Several Honored for Service 
to Siena Heights
Several employees were honored with 
service awards at the All-University Work- 
shop Aug. 18. Those earning awards for 
years of service included the following:

10-Year Award:

•	Kerry Graves, Professor of Theater

•	Sue Syljebeck, Women’s Basketball 
Coach

•	Pat Wallace, Director of the  
McNair Program

20-Year Award:

•	Mark DiPietro, Professor of Theater

•	 Jun Tsuji, Professor of Biology

30-Year Award:

•	Mark Schersten, Dean of the College  
of Arts & Sciences.

Carol Himelhoch Publishes 
New Leadership Book

SHU Professor of Man- 
agement Carol Himel- 
hoch just published her 
new book, “Transform- 
ational Leadership and 
High-Intensity Interval 
Training” with Mind- 
BodyMed Press. The 

book shares her research on the ways 
in which the lived experiences of avid 
exercisers intersect with their leadership 
styles. The book is available on Amazon.
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Brenda Doremus to Retire 
as SHU Registrar
SHU’s longtime Registrar, Brenda 
Doremus, has announced her retirement 
effective Oct. 31. She has served Siena 
Heights since 1974 with distinction and  
dedication. The Siena community wishes  
her the absolute best in her future 
endeavors and thanks her for her out- 
standing service over these many years.

SHU Honors for 2013-14
Those listed below were recognized for 
their achievements at the annual Honors 
Convocation and Academic Division 
Receptions April 25, 2014.

Division Outstanding Student Awards:

•	Business and Management: Michael 
Lollo, Travis Mielcarek

•	Computing, Mathematics and the 
Sciences: Alyssa Hoff, Vitalii Maximov

•	Undergraduate Education:  
Amanda Carlisle

•	Graduate Education: Sara Joyce Rober

•	Humanities: Ashley O’Leary,  
Hillary Weiss

•	Nursing: Daniel Fenderson,  
Christine Hardy

•	Social and Behavioral Sciences:  
Jessica Rinehart, Tiffany Swoish

•	Visual and Performing Arts and 
Education Division: Julia Cassell, 
Melissa Dojcsak

St. Catherine of Alexandria Medal: 
Matthew Robinet

Outstanding Undergraduate Student 
Awards: Christine Hardy, Michael Lollo

Outstanding Graduate College  
Student Awards:

•	Counselor Education: Ula Sky Rutan

•	Leadership: Vicki Schroeder

Academic Major Awards:

•	Accounting: Andrew Byers,  
Christopher Schurr

•	Business Administration and Man- 
agement: Matthew Robinet, Ines  
Rodriguez-Adams, Courtney Walter

•	Sport Management: Kyle Benschoter, 
Michael Bohnett, Mary Fraser

•	Outstanding Service to the CMS 
Division: Eric Wilson

•	Computer Information Systems 
Outstanding Senior: Vitalii Maximov

•	Senior Math Award: Alyssa Hoff

•	Outstanding First Year Math Student: 
Jessa Rappleye

•	Biology Outstanding First Year Student: 
Tiffany Logan

•	Outstanding Senior Biology Research: 
Chas Frey

•	Chemistry Outstanding First Year 
Student: Anh Duong

•	Communications: Eva Lang

•	English: Alyssa Hoff, Alexandra Lepsy

•	History: Ashley O’Leary

•	Psychology: Colleen Delaney, Stanislavs 
Motornaks, Brandon Roof

•	Criminal Justice: Lauren Baker, Leonie 
Leahy, Jason Peltier

•	Outstanding Students in Art: Lorenzo 
Cristaudo, Melanie Glinski, Savannah 
Haig, Koreena Hemker, Brianna Nordby

•	Fra Angelico Awards:  
Lorenzo Cristaudo, Koreena Hemker, 
Brianna Nordby

•	Outstanding Students in Theatre:  
Alex Gibson, William McMillan

•	Alpha Psi Omega Award of Theatre 
Excellence: Aaron Treadway,  
Mariah Valdes

•	Sister Therese Craig, OP, Award: 
Samantha Castle, Alison Workman

•	Outstanding Students in Music: 
Michelle Force, Samantha Weber

•	Outstanding Student in Child 
Development: Iesha Gray

•	Excellence in Education: Hannah Ulrich

•	Outstanding Student Teachers: 
Mackenzy Hickner, Alyssa Hoff, Lauren 
Jagger, Nicholas Knezevich, Aubrey 
Laughlin, Kelsey Moran, Joshua White

Other Awards:

Thomas A. Emmet Award (Top Junior 
Student-Athlete): Richard DePalma, 
Morgan Warfield

Team Academic Award: Women’s Golf

Eileen Rice Award for Outstanding 
Teacher: Christy Mesaroz-Winckles

Staff Excellence Awards: Gabe Dunbar, 
Mickey Rawson

Stimson-Tsuji Outstanding Research 
Award: Claudia Blanchard.

SHU Students Complete 
Summer Internships
Summer may be a time for many students 
to take a break from classes, but not from 
the learning experience. Several Siena 
Heights students completed summer 
internships with area businesses and 
organizations, including:

Senior accounting majors Lucas Bartz  
and Megan Dubois completed internships 
with Stryker Corp. in the Battle Creek 
(Mich.) area (above). Both worked with 
SHU’s Career Services Office to prep for 
their interview, which was a rigorous 
four-step process. Bartz interned with the 
internal audit department in Kalamazoo. 
His experience allowed him to travel 
around the state, as well as to California 
and New Jersey to perform audits at 
Stryker’s endoscopy and spine divisions. 
Dubois interned with Stryker’s tax division 
at its corporate headquarters in Battle 
Creek. Dubois worked on several projects, 
and also got a chance to meet and learn 
from Stryker CEO Kevin Lobo.

Katie Mullin, a senior at SHU’s Monroe 
County Community College campus, 
volunteered this summer at WGTE FM  
91, public radio for Toledo, northwest 
Ohio and southeast Michigan. The pro- 
fessional communication major conducted 
interviews, recorded audio and edited 
radio stories about five signature multi- 
cultural events and organizations in 
Toledo and southeast Michigan. A 
Monroe native, Mullin’s “Community 
Culture Reports” aired during NPR’s “All 
Things Considered,” every Wednesday 
afternoon at 5:44 p.m., beginning Sept. 
17 through Oct. 15. The audio portraits 
explored five diverse regional nonprofits:

•	Sofia Quintero Art & Cultural Center 
in Toledo, which uses art to make a 
difference in the community.

•	The Lagrange Street Polish Festival, 
Toledo’s largest street festival, pre- 
sented by United North, also known  
as ONE Village, dedicated to Toledo’s 
Old North End neighborhoods.

•	Partners in Education of Toledo’s 
Dragon Boat Festival on the Maumee 
River, with participation by the Chinese 
Association of Toledo.

•	Toledo’s annual Hibernian Irish  
Festival, hosted by the Ancient Order  
of Hibernians.

•	The Turtle Island Dream Keepers 
Native American Organization, which 
sponsors a pow wow at Monroe County 
Community College.
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Campus Feature

 Torch Bearers
Heritage Project Has Plan to Keep the Siena Heights Mission  
Going through Future Generations

Siena Heights University President Sister Peg Albert, 
OP, PhD, knows that one day there may not be an Adrian  
Dominican Sister on the SHU campus.

Thankfully, that day won’t be soon. However, President  
Albert and the SHU administration recently put a plan in place 

to help preserve SHU’s mission and heritage. 
Thanks to private funding from a SHU bene-
factor, in January 2014 Sister Mary Jones, OP, 
(left) was hired as the director of Mission Edu-
cation and the Heritage Project. Her charge  
is to create a program that will help carry on 
the mission and heritage of Siena Heights—  

as well as the Adrian Dominican Sisters.
“When I got the call from Sister Peg, I was actually involved 

in discerning my next step in ministry,” said Jones, who had an 
“eclectic” career as a teacher and in the automotive industry 
before becoming an Adrian Dominican 10 years ago. “It was a 
delight, because when I read through what her desire for the 
position was, it really allowed me to use a lot of the gifts and 
skills I had created and learned over the years.”

Jones, a Detroit-area native, was a former high school math 
teacher before she was eventually hired by the Ford Motor Co. 
as a program planner/trainer. One of her tasks was helping ex-
perienced line workers make the transition to using technology 
in the workplace. She designed a program “from where they 
were to where they needed to be.”

However, during her time at Ford, she said she felt called 
to do something else. That “something else” was becoming an 
Adrian Dominican Sister. And now, she is tasked to develop a 
program that will help SHU students, faculty, staff, alumni and 
friends keep the mission alive for generations to come.

“The mission is alive and well right now, but how do we 
keep it that way no matter who is sitting in the seats?” Jones 
said. “What can we put in place so the heritage continues?”

She is creating a three-level plan that will leverage technol-
ogy to help people learn. Most of her materials are web-based, 
and include videos and other visual learning tools to help 
people through the program. 

“If they have access through a web site, they are more than 
welcome to participate,” said Jones, who also is looking at de-
veloping a mobile app. “The goal is for me to have 15 or 20 of 
those little options that they can access through their phone 
to really further develop their understanding of the University 
community they know and love.”

She is also currently recruiting leadership to help drive  
the program. The final stage is having “torch bearers” who  
will not only become mission “experts,” but will also be able  
to be its teachers after completing a three-year commitment.

“We need to have folks who are really on fire with the 
whole heritage idea and what our mission is here,” said Jones, 
with the “fire” referencing the dream St. Dominic’s mother  
had at his birth that envisioned him as a “light of the Church.” 
“We want to find those folks and give them a special name 
‘torch bearer.’ And when they are done … they become the 
teacher, not just the torch bearer.”

Jones is targeting a January 2015 launch of the full program. 
While the primary goal is to have current SHU students, fac-
ulty and staff experience and complete the program, she said 
having alumni participation is also a key element to its success. 
In fact, alumni who have stories or information about Siena’s 
heritage or who would like to host a heritage-related event  
are encouraged to contact her.

“Some of it is already working, and it’s exciting,” Jones said. 
“I look forward to people asking questions, because the more 
questions you get, the more interest there is.”

To learn more about the Heritage Project, contact Jones  
at mjones11@sienaheights.edu or 517-264-7105. Or visit 
shuheritage.sienaheights.edu. u



saints highlights

Athletics News
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SHU Teams Visit Italy
SHU football and women’s soccer players 
traveled to Italy last spring and played 
against local competition during their 
stays (photos above & right). The group 
traveled to Rome, Florence, Siena and 
Viterbo from May 5-13 for a week of 
experiencing a new culture, highlighted 
by competitive games on the football 
fields and soccer pitches of Italy. The 
women’s soccer team faced a local Divi- 
sion I Firenze team before being part of 
a unique doubleheader in Viterbo, near 
Rome. The Saints football team played 
against the Italian national team, which 
was coached by former University of Texas 
and Kansas City Chiefs head coach John 
Mackovic. Before returning on May 13, 
the group also took a guided tour of the 
Vatican Museum and St. Peter’s Basilica.

SHU Earns Eight NAIA 
Scholar-Team Awards
The Saints had eight teams earn the 
NAIA Scholar-Team Award. Those 
teams honored were baseball, women’s 
basketball, men’s and women’s golf, 
men’s and women’s soccer, softball and 
women’s volleyball. For a team to be 
considered for the NAIA Scholar-Team 
award, it must have a minimum 3.0 
grade-point average (on a 4.0 scale).  
The team grade-point average includes  
all eligible varsity student-athletes.

Softball
Junior first baseman Taylor Hayes was 
named to the Great Lakes All-Region 
second team by the NAIA. She hit .400 
with five homers, 15 doubles and 30 RBI  
for SHU. Senior Katie O’Hotzke, Hayes 
and sophomore Mariah Boss were each 
named to the Wolverine-Hoosier Athlet- 
ic Conference first team. O’Hotzke, a 
pitcher, has 14 wins and 118 strikeouts 
in 152 1/3 innings so far this season. 
Boss, an outfielder, batted .347 with 15 
stolen bases. Freshmen Megan Jones 
and Kenya Keller received honorable 
mention all-conference honors, with 

Boss, Hayes, Megan Higdon, Morgan 
Huttenlocker, Ashley O’Leary, Jenn 
Sylvester, Bitty Treece and Morgan 
Warfield earning academic all-conference 
honors. Kelsey Lampkowski earned the 
team’s Champions of Character award.  
O’Leary, Sylvester, Treece and Warfield 
were also each named NAIA Scholar-
Athletes. Finally, the National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association recognized 10 Saints 
as NFCA All-America Scholar-Athletes, 
including Boss, Huttenlocker, Megan 
Jones, Kenya Keller, Kelsey Lampkowski, 
O’Leary, Liz Polmanteer, Sylvester, Treece 
and Warfield. The Saints finished 20-21 
on the season.

Baseball
Outfielder Dan Muller was tabbed first  
team All-Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference after leading the Saints in 
several offensive categories this season. 
Muller hit .365 in conference play with 54 
hits, 13 doubles, five home runs and 29  
RBI. He also was chosen to the WHAC’s 
Gold Glove Team. First baseman Joe 
Williams was an honorable mention 
all-conference selection, while earning 
academic all-conference were Lucas 
Bartz, Drew Byers, Logan Curtis, Alec 
Duncan, Nolan Herendeen, Mike Lollo, 
Travis Mielcarek, Drew Milligan, Tayler 
Thelen and Williams. Lollo was the 
team’s Champions of Character recipient. 
Sophomore shortstop Austin Hauck was 
named to the College Sports Information 
Directors of America Academic All-District 
team. He is an accounting major. Byers, 
Duncan, Herendeen, Lollo and Mielcarek, 
Bartz, Milligan, Thelen and Williams were 
each also named NAIA Scholar-Athletes. 
The Saints finished 17-27 on the season, 
6-18 in the WHAC.

Recent graduate Travis Mielcarek ’14 
pitched for the new Adrian Pioneers 
professional baseball team this summer. 
The Pioneers are members of the Inde- 
pendent Baseball League, which played 
its home games at Adrian College. 
Mielcarek is a left-handed pitcher.

Alexis Donnelly

Saints football coaches and players at The Colosseum in Rome, Italy.

Amari Kelley



Athletics News
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Golf
Women: The Saints had two top 15 
individual finishers to place fifth at the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
Championships at Ft. Wayne’s Coyote 
Creek Country Club. Ashley Everett tied for 
12th with a two-day total of 171 (87-84), 
with Andrea Richards finishing 14th with 
a 174 (84-90). Indiana Tech won the 
team title with a 649, with the Saints 
finishing with a 706.

Men: Joe Forest placed second to lead 
the Saints to a third place finish at the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
Championships at the Stonewater Country 
Club in Kentwood, Mich. Forest fired a 
three-round total of 226 on the par-71 
course. Parker Ross tied for fourth with 
a 229. Siena Heights (932) finished only 
behind Madonna (915) and Davenport 
(917) in the final team standings. The 
Saints had three named NAIA Scholar-
Athletes. Junior Michael MacLean and 
seniors Dylan Orr and Josh Short earned 
the honor.

Lacrosse
Women: Erin Kehn and Tabitha Fer- 
guson were each named to the All-
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
first team. Kehn, a sophomore, led the 
Saints in goals (82) and points (100). 
Ferguson, a freshman, was 9-8 in goal 
with 239 saves. Cindy Hill was named 
the Co-Coach of the Year, while senior 
Stephannie Gonzalez was tabbed to 
the honorable mention all-conference 
team and was also named academic 
all-conference. Aliisa Mason was the 
recipient of the team’s Champions of 
Character award. Gonzalez was also 
named to the Academic All-National 
Women’s Lacrosse League, only one of  
17 in the NWLL to earn the honor. The 
Saints finished 9-10 on the season.

Men: Junior defender Jordan Martin 
was named to the All-Wolverine-Hoosier 
Athletic Conference first team for the 
second consecutive year. Sophomore 
defender Josh Abruzzo earned All-WHAC 
honorable mention status, with senior 
Ben Lama the team’s Champions of 
Character recipient. Abruzzo was also 
named to the Central Collegiate Lacrosse 
Association second team while Martin 
was tabbed to the third team. Abruzzo 
was chosen to the Men’s Collegiate La- 
crosse Association’s honorable mention 
team. SHU finished 6-8 on the season.

Track & Field
Women: Phoenix Duncan and Taylor 
Byron each won individual events as  
the Saints finished second at the Wol-
verine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
championships. Indiana Tech won the 
meet with 249 points, with SHU finishing 
with 157. Duncan was first in the high 
jump with a leap of 5 feet, 7 inches. 
Byron was first in the shot put (42-0 3/4) 
and first in the hammer with a toss of 174 
4 ½ and Brianna Nordby was first in the 
javelin (126 5 1/2). Nordby and Byron 
each earned All-American honors at the 
NAIA Outdoor Championships in Gulf 
Shores, Ala. Nordby was seventh in the 
javelin with a toss of 132 feet, 6 inches. 
Byron placed fifth in the shot put with 
a toss of 46 feet, 10 inches. Four Saints 
were named NAIA Scholar-Athletes, 
including seniors Melanie Glinski and 
Brianna Nordby and juniors Phoenix 
Duncan and Arika Knannlein. 

Men: Gauge Aebersold and Chris Schurr 
each claimed national titles in their 
respective events as the Saints finished 
seventh in the nation NAIA Outdoor 
Championships in Gulf Shores, Ala. 
Aebersold had a heave of 59 feet, 4 3/4 
inches in the shot put, while Schurr won 

the pole vault in a tiebreaker with an 
effort of 17-3/4. Earning All-American 
honors were the 4x400 relay of Zakary 
Haines, Zach Widner, Dominic Muessig 
and Ryan McElyea (seventh, 3:15.03), 
Tre Goynes in the high jump (seventh, 
6-7) and the 4x800 relay (third, 7:37.99). 
The Saints finished with 28.42 points, 
with Indiana Tech winning the title with 
105. Schurr won the pole vault in school 
and conference record-breaking fashion 
to lead the Saints at the Wolverine-
Hoosier Athletic Conference outdoor 
championships. SHU finished second 
behind top-ranked Indiana Tech, 252- 
134. Schurr won the vault with an 
effort of 17 feet, 3/4 inches. That effort 
also earned him the Most Outstanding 
Performer of the meet. Logan Moore won 
the 110 hurdles (14.46), with Gauge 
Aebersold winning the shot put (55-1) 
and Paul Jacobs the hammer throw 
(151-6½). Seniors Matt Leaders, Matt 
Robinet and Schurr were named NAIA 
Scholar-Athletes.

Basketball
Women: Senior guard Grace Howrigon 
was named an honorable mention NAIA 
All-American by the Women’s Basketball 
Coaches Association. Howrigon is SHU’s  
all-time assist leader and has single- 
season and single game assists records. 
She was an all-conference performer last 
season for the 15th ranked Saints.

Grace Howrigon

Taylor Byron

Erin Kehn

Gauge Aebersold



‘The Next Right Thing’

Carolyn Welniak Donaldson ’82 is used to the spot-
light – both on camera and off. The longtime news anchor for 
WTAJ-TV in Altoona, Pa., nicknamed “Zest” by her family, not 
only has a zest for the news business, but also for the commu-
nity in which she lives.

“I am most gratified, as part of our news team, when we are 
able to bring our views and members of our community mean-
ingful stories that have or could impact their lives,” said Don-
aldson, who has anchored at WTAJ for nearly 20 years. “There 
is no greater reward than ‘doing the next right thing’ as my 
husband (Robert) and I and now our grown daughters (Elisa-
beth and Sarah) try to embody and live each day.”

Her broadcasting career actually blossomed from a corpo-
rate sales career after she graduated from Siena Heights with a 
double major in theater/speech communications and business 
administration/management. 

“My Folgers coffee sales days armed me with invaluable 
time management and marketing skills,” said the Toledo, Ohio, 
native, who first moved to central Pennsylvania when she 
managed a sales territory for Proctor and Gamble. “When the 
opportunity presented itself to move into broadcasting at the 
local TV station, I welcomed the challenge of reporting and 
anchoring weather.”
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Carolyn Donaldson Brings a ‘Zest’ for Life as TV News Anchor
By Doug Goodnough



After a stint in North and 
South Carolina to pursue other 
career opportunities, Donaldson 
and her family moved back to 
central Pennsylvania (and WTAJ) 
in 1995. 

“I was able to convince my for-
mer employer that the ‘weather 
girl’ was back – ready to report 
and anchor news,” she said.

Currently, she anchors WTAJ’s 
5, 5:30, 6 and 11 p.m. newscasts. 

Donaldson said the most important story she has covered is 
very familiar to everyone.

“September 11, 2001, for me was a day-and-night, months 
and now years filled with human tragedy and catastrophic loss,” 
Donaldson said. “The heroes aboard Flight 93 that lost their 
lives that day as their plane crashed into the rural countryside 
of Somerset County, Pa., was and continues to be our ‘story.’ 
Shanksville is in our coverage area, and as an anchor on the 
desk that day and night without commercial interruptions, I 
will never forget. I find it difficult to communicate how pur-
pose-filled I felt in bringing to our viewers this horrific story. 
All of our lives were reported and shared that day, and our col-
lective ‘stories’ were reported and shared as an important part 
of history.”

So, what is a typical day for her at work?
“There really is no ‘typical day’ in the television news busi-

ness,” she said. “That is what makes it exciting and fresh each 
day. We bring our viewers the stories that matter to them. 
There really is no ‘off’ button either to developing news stories, 
following leads and being that active voice in the communities 
we serve.”

And Donaldson is plenty active. She reports and writes 
news segments like “Big Brothers/Big Sisters’ Monday’s Child” 
and “Fit Kids First.” She has been involved in the Big Sister 
program for 11 years, as well as in the Hollidaysburg Area 
YMCA, the Keystone Chapter of the March of Dimes, the 
Altoona Symphony Orchestra and the Altoona Community 
Theatre. In her “spare” time, Donaldson also teaches a com-
munications class at nearby Penn State University, is finishing 
up her master’s degree at PSU in Media Studies and is active in 
her Catholic faith at her local parish as a Eucharistic minister 
and lector.

“Again, I believe it all ties with ‘doing the next right thing,’ 
and for me, my faith, values and determination drive me daily,” 
she said. 

She said her time at Siena Heights also helped shape her 
life and career.

“As a thankful recipient of the Sister Carmelia O’Connor 
Leadership Service Scholarship, I learned from ‘Sister Carmie’ 
herself to enjoy and relish the simple, yet spirit-filled and 
spiritual experiences, of everyday life,” said Donaldson, who 
received an honorary doctorate from Mt. Aloysius (Pa.) Col-
lege in 2009 for her news and community work. “I have tried 
to embrace this philosophy that touching peoples’ lives where 
they are and leaving things a little better than they were before 
can go a long way on this journey of life.” 

Now a new grandmother, Donaldson said she is looking 
forward to the continuing story of her life – and well as telling 
the stories of others.

“I feel blessed and also accept that it is a great responsibility 
in my position as a news anchor to reach out as a public per-
sonality and to serve my community both professionally and 
personally,” she said. u
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Nationally Recognized Counselor 
Carol Boulanger Daniels Carves 
Out A Creative Career Path



Carol Boulanger Daniels 
’93/MA, LPC is known for brewing an 
“amazing” pot of coffee, her gluten-free 
blueberry muffin recipe and “can keep 
up with the best of them while shovel-
ing snow.”

And she just happens to be a nation-
ally recognized counselor. The product 
of the Siena Heights University Graduate 
College received the Counselor of the 
Year Award from the American Mental 
Health Counseling Association in 2011. 
For more than 20 years, she has worked 
for Pines Behavioral Health Services, a 
small community mental health agency 
in Coldwater, Mich., as an outpatient 
therapist. She said the relationships she 
has developed with the people she works 
with is the best part of her job.

“Over the years people create their 
own styles and strengths as counselors,” 
Daniels said. “I have been very thankful 
for the series of trainings I have been 
able to attend. The trainings have been 
supported by the agency I work for and 
they have been very effective in provid-
ing the needed training so we can do  
our jobs.”

Her career in counseling did not take 
a traditional path. Daniels was waitress-
ing at an Italian restaurant in Hillsdale, 
Mich., when she decided “if I could mas-
ter the restaurant industry, I could do 
many things, even go to college.” 

She completed her bachelor’s degree 
in human resources, but didn’t find her 
true calling until she ran into a former 
restaurant co-worker who was enrolled 
in SHU’s graduate counseling program. 
She invited Daniels to come and sit in  
on some classes.

“It had a profound effect on me, and 
I felt motivated to assist others,” Daniels 
said of that experience. “Yet, I was un-
sure where that would take me.”

She eventually took a leap of faith  
and enrolled. Daniels said the small 
group classwork with faculty members 
like Linda Brewster and Bob Brady made 
SHU’s program unique. 

“I think Siena stimulates creativity in 
students, and perhaps it was the drawing 
card to the profession,” she said. “The 
creativity stimulates ongoing learning, 
which makes the counseling profession a 
lifetime learning experience.”

Less than two weeks after completing 
her master’s degree in counseling, Dan-
iels accepted a counseling position with 
Pines, where she has remained. Daniels 
said she has embraced Siena’s creative 
philosophy, developing many interests, 
including cooking, making handmade 
soaps, yoga, digital photography and col-
lecting Petoskey stones. In fact, she is 
often referred to as the “Rock Lady.” 

“Sometimes I share Petoskey stones 
with clients who use them as a tool for 
mindfulness,” Daniels said. “Some keep 
them in their pocket and utilize them as 
worry stones. Sometimes clients bring 
me stones they find, so I have a nice col-
lection. Once in a while, I give a small 
Petoskey stone as a symbol of comple-
tion of counseling, or completing a  
skill group.” 

Daniels said receiving the Counselor 
of the Year Award was something she 
will never forget. 

“I have the award in my office, and it 
always gives me a sense of pride and mo-
tivation when I look at it,” she said. “It 
was awesome to hear the kind words of 
others who know my work.”
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She said an effective counselor is one 
who “is capable of taking care of them-
selves both physically and emotionally, 
so then they can guide and coach their 
clients down a healthy path.”

During her counseling career, she 
has provided numerous services, in-
cluding group and individual therapy, 
co-occurring issues with substance use, 
after-hours emergency consultation for 
local hospitals, inmate consults, Omni-
bus Budget Reconciliation Act (OBRA) 
screening of individuals who meet crite-
ria prior to going into medical care facili-
ties and LPC supervision for licensure 
requirements.

Her future goals include serving on 
insurance panels to assist with coverage 
for mental health and substance abuse 
services, as well as studying the effects of 
applied nutrients in addiction rehabilita-
tion centers. She also hopes to join the 
Critical Incident Stress Foundation as 
well as assist with Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder and suicide.

“With my degree from Siena Heights, 
I have been able to reach many goals in 
my life,” she said. “It should always be a 
priority to work with and for the people, 
encouraging growth, wellness and inspi-
ration, not only to those we provide  
service for, but for each other and our-
selves as well.

“One of my favorite quotes that sums 
up my work experience is by Winston 
Churchill: ‘Far and away, the best prize 
that life has to offer is the chance to work 
hard at work worth doing.’ ” u

With my degree from 
Siena Heights, I have 
been able to reach 
many goals in my life.”

“



Rising Stars

Feature Article

“Rising Stars” is a new feature in Reflections. It profiles Siena Heights University alumni  

who have graduated within the past 10 years and who excel in their careers, occupations  

or community service accomplishments. To be considered for the “Rising Stars” piece  

in an upcoming issue of Reflections Magazine, please fill out the online form at  

www.sienaheights.edu/risingstars. Those who are selected to be included in an  

upcoming issue of the magazine will be contacted by the Reflections staff.

Amy Francoeur Lance Reed Kameron Morris Joy Ackroyd
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Amy Francoeur
Graduation year: 2009

Current title/position: Hospice Regional Director, 
Great Lakes Caring.

What Amy is doing: A Registered Nurse, she 
received an offer to join Great Lakes Caring’s 
sales/marketing team in 2007. As a Patient Care 
Coordinator for its Adrian branch location, she 
worked with the community, physicians and 
healthcare facilities to educate and coordinate 
medical home health care services. In January 
2013, she was promoted to Sales Training Team 
Leader, and was given the opportunity to facilitate 
the training and onboarding of new and current 
sales team members. In August 2013 she was 
again was promoted to Manager of Business 
Development for GLC’s Jackson and Adrian sales 
teams. During her time working in Lenawee 
County, she has had the privilege of working with 
older adult population, their families and health 
care providers. She has been active member of 
the Lenawee Department on Aging’s Older Adult 
Coalition, chairing the Selma Larson Caregiver 
Conference since 2008. She also is a member of 
the Walk to End Alzheimer’s Committee, a Board 
Member of Daybreak Adult Day Services, volunteer 
at numerous Lenawee County Senior Center activ- 
ities and is an active member of the Adrian Cham- 
ber of Commerce. In April 2014, she received 
another promotion to her current position for  
HLC’s Ohio operations. She said “it is truly an 
honor and a privilege to be part of such a quality, 
innovative and caring company.”

Favorite moment/story while a student at  
SHU was: The flexibility of Distance Learning 
allowed me to “attend” my classes anywhere,  
even while on vacation in Las Vegas!

Favorite person at SHU was: Former Director  
of Academic Advising, Rene Teater.

Ultimate goal in life: To educate everyone on 
what the Hospice benefit is and how it helps 
patients and their loved ones at the end of life so 
that the word is no longer feared by those who 
hear it, but rather embraced.

Best advice for SHU students is: Never pass  
up an opportunity to learn. Set goals and work 
hard to achieve them. You can do anything you  
set your mind to!

Lance Reed
Graduation year: 2009

Current title/position: Early Childhood Educa- 
tion Specialist, Detroit.

What Lance is doing: He provides Head Start  
and Early Head Start services to children and 
families in Detroit. He helps deliver high-quality 
early childhood education services embedded 
within the community and creates proven ingre- 
dients of positive school readiness outcomes; 
including training highly-skilled teachers; imple- 
menting age-appropriate, research-validated 
curricula; educating parents and community 
on early childhood best-practices and insuring 
programs meets/exceeds federal and state 
guidelines and regulations. He also is an Early 
Childhood Education adjunct professor at Baker 
College in Clinton Township and is a HighScope 
research-based curriculum Trainer, including a 
classroom assessment scoring system (CLASS) and 
has opened several child care centers in Detroit.

Favorite moment/story while a student at  
SHU was: Being an athlete for the men’s basket- 
ball and track and field teams, winning two indoor 
track and field championships and being named 
the 2008 WHAC Indoor Performer of the Year.

Favorite person at SHU was: Tim Bauer.

Ultimate goal in life: To receive my doctorate 
degree in Curriculum Research Design.

Best advice for SHU students is: HELP IS 
AVAILABLE! Remember there is an abundance 
of resources available to you on campus. An 
important form of assistance that students fail to 
use is the professor’s office hours. It’s a chance to 
interact one-on-one with your professor, who is 
likely the expert in that content area.

Kameron Morris
Graduation year: 2013

Current title/position: Branch Manager,  
United Federal Credit Union, Stevensville, Mich.

What Kameron is doing: In May 2014 he was 
promoted to Branch Manager for United Federal 
Credit Union in Stevensville, Mich. Five months 
prior, he was also promoted to Assistant Branch 
Manager for UFCU in Berrien Springs. Previously  
he was a loan officer in the Member Solution 
Center for UFCU.

Favorite moment/story while a student at  
SHU was: Speaking with Southwest Michigan 
Regional Director, LeAnn Krokker. It was the mo- 
ment I realized that I could see the finish line,  

and LeAnn was providing a means and a plan to 
get there. You can tell that LeAnn truly cares about 
the students she deals with, and makes sure you 
have the tools you need to succeed.

Favorite person at SHU was: LeAnn Krokker.

Ultimate goal in life: Make a positive impact on 
those I serve.

Best advice for SHU students is: Do your abso- 
lute best throughout your academic career. Truly 
engage and immerse yourself in your studies 
because details are key when it comes to applying 
what you have learned to real-world situations.

Joy Ackroyd
Graduation year: 2005

Current title/position: Assistant Director,  
Transfer Admissions, Eastern Michigan University.

What Joy is doing: Her career in college 
admissions started in Siena’s admissions office 
during her junior year…She was a tour guide 
who ended up becoming an intern in the office 
her senior year. After graduation, she eventually 
landed a full-time admissions representative 
position. She then went on to the University of 
Toledo, where she served in many roles, including 
recruiting, awarding scholarships, supervising 
students, supervising full-time recruiters and 
office management. In her current role at Eastern 
Michigan, she oversees all transfer student re- 
cruitment and all publications/communications  
for admissions. She said, “Who would have  
known that the same office where I sat crying  
as a 17-year-old girl about to start college is  
where I would start my career?”

Favorite moment/story while a student at  
SHU was: There is no way I could pick just one 
favorite memory of Siena. So to name a few: 
Alternative Spring Break trip to Jacksonville, Fla., 
Glenmary Farm mission trip, Phi Sigma Sigma.

Favorite person at SHU was: Former Nurse, 
Norma Baldwin.

Ultimate goal in life: Be happy and healthy!

Best advice for SHU students is: Everyone will 
say, “Be involved,” so I will go a different route.  
I would encourage SHU students to be comfortable 
with being uncomfortable. What I mean by this  
is explore all college has to offer, including learn- 
ing about yourself and others, even if that causes 
you to be uncomfortable. u



Forensic Scientist Amy Harlukowicz-Proctor Is a Key  
Part of Michigan State Police’s Crime-Fighting Unit

Results Driven

Feature Article

To say that Amy Harlukowicz-Proctor ’93 is in a results-driven 
profession would be an understatement. She has dedicated most of 
her professional career to forensic science. The supervisor/manager for 
the Biology Unit of the Michigan State Police’s Lansing lab helps law 
enforcement process crime scene evidence that is often the difference 
in deciding guilt or innocence. It’s a responsibility she embraces— 
and doesn’t take lightly.

“We literally hold people’s lives 
in our hands,” said Proctor, who has 
worked as a civilian member of the 
MSP since 2001. “There is a lot of 
pressure to produce the highest qual-
ity of work possible with a very fast 
turn-around time. With that said, the 
sense of satisfaction that comes from 
completing a case and testifying to 
the results in court can be great.”

Proctor has testified in court 52 
times during her 19-year forensic sci-

ence career. After completing her Master of Science degree in criminal 
justice with a forensic science concentration from Michigan State 
University, she started as a serologist/DNA analyst with the Hamilton 
(Ohio) County Coroner’s Office near Cincinnati in 1995. 

For many years she processed blood and DNA evidence as a bench 
analyst on cases ranging from criminal sexual assault, homicides,  
aggravated felonious assaults, kidnappings, robberies and arson. 

“Pretty much any type of evidence that could possibly contain 
someone’s biological material has been submitted to the laboratory,” 
Proctor said.

And that included finding DNA off a submarine sandwich.
“A suspect took a bite out of the sandwich before he decided to 

rob the restaurant,” Proctor said, recalling the case. “I was adamant 
that I could not get a DNA profile off a sandwich that someone had 
bitten. My supervisor advised me to try, and to my surprise, I got a 
beautiful DNA profile off that bitten area.”
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Currently, she supervises a team of scien-
tists who aid the MSP in its investigations.

“Now my day consists of mostly mana-
gerial duties, overseeing casework and not 
necessarily performing casework duties,” 
Proctor said. “I still get into the lab to com-
plete my DNA and Body Fluid Identification 
(BFI) proficiency tests. … I still get supple-
mental evidence samples from old cases I 
did when I was a bench analyst, so I still get 
the satisfaction of writing up DNA reports.”

She said technology advances in her 
field have tremendously improved methods 
and results. When she started, to get a 
successful DNA profile, scientists needed 
a sample about the size of a dime. Now, a 
sample only needs to be the size of a pin-
head.

“There often times is very little blood on 
crime scene evidence, and that is the art of 
our profession – to find very small blood 
stains and try to get a DNA profile from a 
trace amount of blood,” Proctor said. “There 
may be a single hair, and we attempt to get 
DNA from a single hair root.”

And just how accurate are television 
shows like “CSI” in depicting her profession?

“We obviously do not drive Hummers, 
wear loads of makeup, high heels or design-
er shades,” Proctor said. “And not all crime 
scenes are processed in broad daylight.”

She said scientists must wear fatigues 
and “lots” of personal protective equipment 
to the crime scene, and “actual lab work 
is not performed in an hour. I always say 
the CSI-type shows do get the buzz words 
correct and they are produced for entertain-
ment purposes.”

Proctor does enjoy watching other shows 
like “Forensic Files” and “Cold Case Files” 
that are based on actual criminal cases and 
investigations. She actually made a cameo 
appearance on a “Forensic Files” episode 
and said, “even the best of the forensic sci-
ence shows have to rely on reenactment, 
but they are based on real lab science and 
real case facts.”

So, what is the job of a forensic scientist 
really like?

“I would have to say that there is a mis- 
conception that the job of a forensic scien-
tist is so ‘exciting,’ ” Proctor said. “The work 
can be very routine and not very glamor-
ous. … The reality is good science takes 

hours, weeks and sometimes months. We 
have backlogs to deal with, rush cases to 
process, court deadlines to meet and pres-
sure to continually improve our casework 
turn-around times. This job is very mentally 
draining.”

However, it also can be very, very re-
warding at times.

“The one (case) that stands out to me 
involved a young boy who was living in an 
abusive situation,” Proctor said. “We were 
able to provide testing results that aided in 
resolving a bad situation. The prosecutor 
called me and said, ‘I’m sure if the young 
victim could tell you himself, he would thank 
you for all your hard work on this case.’ I 
remember I just was overcome with emotion 
after he told me that. I remember thinking 
to myself that ‘yes, this is why I do this job 
day after day.’ ” 

Outside of work, she said attending mu-
sical, theater and sporting events with her 
7-year-old son and being involved in youth 
ministry at her church keeps her grounded. 

During her time at Siena Heights, she 
said professors such as Sister Eileen Rice 
and Dr. Susan Mole shaped her both per-
sonally and professionally.

“(Dr. Mole) was such an integral part of 
my choice to go into the forensic science 
field,” said Proctor, who was a chemis-
try major at Siena Heights. “She was my 

academic advisor, and I remember when I 
worked on my senior research project, she 
provided a lot of guidance. I think that proj-
ect, in general, really helped me throughout 
the entire process of completing my mas-
ter’s thesis research.”

She said her work often reminds her of 
all “the bad in the world.” However, she 
said she copes by training scientists to be 
the best they can be, and letting the justice 
system prove innocent or guilt.

“Our job is to simply provide the testing 
results,” Proctor said. u
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Spirit of Academic Innovation  
Continues at Siena Heights

By Doug Goodnough

Comix and the Graphic 
Novel: Art AND Creative 
Writing Join Forces

What happens when a Mad Scientist 
and a zerbeTRON get together? One in-
teresting course that combines creative 
writing with graphic and visual design. 
This fall, Assistant Professor of English 
Alexander Weinstein and Assistant 
Professor of Art Erin Zerbe are joining 
forces to teach Comix and the Graphic 
Novel course.

“Alexander actually approached me 
about teaching the course,” said Zerbe, 
aka “zerbeTRON.” “We’ve talked exten-
sively about the similarities between the 
creative writing process and the visual 
arts process, so this seemed like a perfect 
opportunity to help our students bridge 
the gap and explore creativity in new  
and challenging ways.”

Creativity has always been a calling card in the Siena Heights 
classroom over the years. 

In Siena’s earlier days, it was educating Adrian Dominican Sisters  
over the summer months to keep them teaching in elementary and high 
schools during the fall, winter and spring. 

In the 1960s it was the genesis of the Creative Stages youth theater 
program that blazed new trails and connected education to performing 
arts like never before. 

The 1970s had Siena Heights leaving the Adrian campus to teach  
adult and nontraditional students across Michigan and beyond. 

Today, that spirit of innovation continues. One course fuses a familiar 
concept—food—with one a little harder to grasp—chemistry. Another 
combines the endless possibilities of creative writing with the new and 
evolving visual arts in a true liberal arts collaboration.

What it means for the Siena Heights student is learning in new— 
and sometimes fun—ways.

“While originally the idea was for  
it to be a literature course, I thought 
making it a creative writing and art 
workshop would be really exciting for 
students,” Weinstein said. “Students 
would not merely be reading the works 
of great artists and writers, but learning 
to make their own comics!”

Both share a love of comic books, 
and decided to co-teach the class, which 
filled quickly last spring. The course  
provides critical analysis of comics as  
a medium, as well as an intensive explo-
ration of the many aspects of writing, 
drawing, editing and publishing comics 
and graphic narratives. Students will  
create their own comic book in a  
“workshop environment.”

Left: Alex Weinstein as The Mad Professor. 

Below: Erin Zerbe—aka zerbeTRON.
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“It’s totally a democratic space,” Zerbe 
said of the classroom dynamic. “We split 
the class time and share in leading lec-
tures, demos and discussions. This allows 
us to learn from each other, while also 
pushing the students to explore their 
ideas.”

Zerbe, who has extensive experience 
in animation, film and gaming, comple-
ments Weinstein, who is an award-win-
ning creative writer who founded and 
directs the prestigious Martha’s Vineyard 
Institute of Creative Writing. 

“During class I always participate in 
the writing prompts, and I feel that hav-
ing Alex’s expertise to guide me in some-
thing I’m not good at (writing) shows a 
vulnerability to the students,” Zerbe said.

“I teach topics including character de-
velopment, heroes and villains, setting, 
dialogue, perspective and language play,” 
Weinstein said. “My main goals are to 
help students tap into the power of their 
own personal stories, and to teach them 
the skills to put these stories into words.”

They said creative problem-solving 
is one of the primary objectives of the 
course, as well as collaboration.

“It’s hard to be creative in a vacuum,” 
Zerbe said. “So a big component of this 
course will be sharing and critiquing 
work, learning to take and offer criti-
cism and working collaboratively. These 
are tremendously important life skills. 
Learning to do it through comics makes 
it a fun process—but a valuable one— 
all the same.”

To emphasis the “fun,” both dressed 
up as their alter egos on the first day of 
class, and Zerbe even designed a course 
poster displaying them as the Mad Scien-
tist and zerbeTRON.

So, who are Zerbe’s and Weinstein’s 
favorite comic book characters?

“Probably Professor Xavier (from the 
X-Men),” Weinstein said. “I just plain 
love his psychic abilities and general 
zen. That said, I think the humorist in 
me may like Plastic Man better. There’s 
something amazing about this guy.  

He has this really lame superpower, and 
he’s more or less a nobody in the super-
hero world—but he thinks he’s amazing.”

“One of the only characters that sticks 
with me is Kabuki, from David Mack’s 
series titled ‘Kabuki,’ ” Zerbe said. “To 
this day, Kabuki is one of my all-time fa-
vorites. It’s truly why I love the medium.”

Culinary Approach 
Allows SHU Students  
to Learn Chemistry  
in a New Way

Julius Nagy brought the periodic table 
to the kitchen table at Siena Heights 
University.

Combining his love of chemistry and 
food, the assistant professor of chemistry 
designed and taught a culinary chemistry 
course over the summer and this fall on 
the Adrian campus.

Alex Weinstein—The Mad Professor 

Erin Zerbe—zerbeTRON
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“This class came about because our 
director of academic advising (Wiona 
Porath) expressed concern that we did 
not have enough science courses for non-
majors,” Nagy said. “I’ve always had a 
thing for cooking and came up with the 
idea of using the ‘Good Eats’ television 
show from the Food Network.”

Created and hosted by celebrity chef 
Alton Brown, “Good Eats” took a scien-
tific – and innovative – approach to food 
and cooking. Nagy said he wanted to 
adopt some of those same concepts for 
his class.

“Alton Brown does a good job of 
bringing science and history and a lot of 
elements in,” he said. “We used that as 
kind of the cornerstone.”

The five-week summer format meant 
that students had a short and intense im-
mersion into the course, which included 
preparing different kinds of foods using 
various cooking methods, techniques and 
chemical reactions.

“We get to make food and understand 
the chemical changes it all goes through,” 
said SHU student Sydney Gossett, who is 
a communications major. “It’s really fun. 
And it’s really delicious. We’re making 
caramel today.”

“As a biologist, taking a class that is 
able to apply some of the chemistry and 
some of the biology that I’ve learned to a 
specific class and specific skills is amaz-
ing,” said SHU biology major Justin Bate-
son. “I love this class.”

Nagy said students watched “Good 
Eats” episodes to help prepare for proj-
ects, and part of the chemistry lab was 
converted into a makeshift kitchen.

“Typically, when we do general chem-
istry, non-science majors are scared off 
by the numbers and the technical stuff,” 
he said. “It’s a different language. This is 
kind of a way that we can ease into some 
of the scientific language, but we can use 
things that they’re used to seeing, like 
eggs and pancakes and syrup. 

So it’s not jumping in with both feet 
in a world they don’t know a whole lot 
about. We can go through a world that 
they know to get to them to some things 
they haven’t seen before.”

And not only see, but eat. Before the 
last class last summer, the class prepared 
food for faculty and staff to taste in an 
impromptu “potluck” on campus. Some 
of the prepared items included pickled 
vegetables, marinated mushrooms and 
unique condiments and salsas.

“It’s really nice to see the chemistry 
side of things,” Bateson said. “It’s easier 
to relate to the food in a way that I un-
derstand. … Before this class, I didn’t 
cook at all. I can now cook a little bit 
easier.”

“They’ve been willing to put their  
feet in the pool and learn,” said Nagy. 
“They can feed back some scientific 
things, and that’s what really I’m looking 
for. That’s part of the liberal arts experi-
ence, is that we can talk about these  
different fields. I think they are going  
to be able to talk some science more  
than they did five weeks ago.”

To see the culinary chemistry class in 
action, visit https://www.youtube.com/
user/sienaheights19. u

Above: SHU Assistant Professor of Chemistry  
Julius Nagy (left) assists students during a culinary 
chemistry classroom cooking project.
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Philip and Kathleen Denomme
Renee Derdaele ‘89
Travis Derscheid ‘13
Designs Salon & Spa
Detroit Red Wings
Detroit Tigers Inc.
Lawrence and Diane ‘70 Deveau
Leanne Deverich ‘10
Devil’s Lake Golf Course
Paul and Lorraine Devine
Mario and Geraldine ‘66 DiLisi
Peter and Elizabeth Diachun
Robert and Nancy ‘56 Dibble
Romeo Diccion ‘90
Paul and Maxine ‘70, ‘72 Diller
Jerry and Lillian Dils
Ann Dilyard ‘80
Kurt and Michelle Dingman
Ronald and M. Jean Dingman
William Dini
Maxim ‘76 and Gayle ‘70 Diver
Jasmin Dmytrow ‘01
Eleanor Doersam
Paul and Mary Doersam
Dog Days Boarding
Scott Doman
Ciara Donaldson
Patrick and Erin ‘11 Donathan
Kathleen Donlon ‘70
John and Marianne ‘51 Doran
Randy and Brenda ‘74, ‘76 Doremus
Sandra Dorr ‘81
James ‘75 and Patricia Douglas

Richard Dover ‘07
Joshua Dowell
Lori Dowell
Pat Dowell
Patrick ‘95 and Tiffany Dowling
Downtown Development Authority
Richard and Regina Doxtader
Erin Dress ‘97
Douglas ‘76 and Carol Drinker
Gary ‘73 and Carolyn Driscoll
Shannon Dropiewski
Michelle Drouillard ‘94
Casimir and Carol Druzbicki
Greg and Ardafay ‘78, ‘82 DuMars
Elizabeth DuMoulin ‘96, ‘06
Christopher and Renee Dubach
John ‘06 and Kristi ‘94, ‘05 Dudas
Gabriel Dunbar
William and Maureen Dunlop
Marquese Dunn
Thomas Dunne
Peter and Janice Durbin
Sandra Durfey ‘78
Thomas ‘89 and Mary ‘65 Durkin
Jean Durst ‘75
Susan Durst ‘90
Kathleen Dutton
Heather Duval-Foote ‘10
Judith Dykstra ‘64
Brent and Jennifer Earl
Gerald and Syreta Earl
Larrie Eaton
Nancy Eaton ‘04
Joan Ebbitt ‘71
Donald and Nancy ‘78 Ebenhoeh
Charles Eberline
Anne Eddy ‘03
Jim and M. Dianna ‘68 Edwards
Julie Edwards ‘07, ‘09
Martin ‘81 and Karen Ehinger
Sharmin Eichenberg ‘14
Eric Einhorn ‘94, ‘01
Joseph and Patricia ‘70 Eisenhauer
Marilyn Elder ‘47
Larry and Melissa ‘96 Elliott
Terry and Deborah ‘88 Elliott
James and Kathleen ‘88 Ellis
John and Alice ‘71 Else
Michael ‘01 and Elizabeth ‘98 Elyea
Emagine Theatres
Paul Embry ‘86
Linda Emerson ‘87
William Emerson
Cathleen Emery
Julie Emmons ‘10
Steve Emmons ‘85
Encore The Dance Centre Inc.
Andrew Engardio
Jeffrey Engelhardt
Kenneth and Caroline Ericson
John and Margaret Erkkila
Brandon Erlacher
Sr. Helen Essa, OP ‘64
Shirley Eubanks ‘84
Evans Street Station
Randall and Corinne Evans
Timothy and Sherri Everett
Ewing & Associates
Thomas and Jean ‘71 Fagan
William Faiella ‘75
William Farrant ‘08
Fred and Barbara Fath
Fausneaucht Revocable Trust
Alyssa Fausneaucht
Lee and Lacey Fausneaucht
Rochelle Fausneaucht
Thomas Feathers ‘91
James and Carolyn Feldkamp
James and Pamela Feldkamp
Kim and Sherry ‘72 Feller
John and Margo Fenstermaker
Bonnie Fenton ‘94
Johanna Ferguson-Hippensteel
Jerry Ferrari ‘92
Deborah Figy
Diane Finch
Finishing Touch Auto Detailing
James and Sally Finn
Firekeepers
First Federal Bank
Thomas Fischhaber ‘02
Gregg and Sharon Fisher
Frank and Nikki Fitchko
Anthony Flagg ‘10
Fidias and Ana ‘57 Flaquer
Agnes Fleetham
Charles Fleetham
David Fleetham
Mary Fleetham
Max and Lucie Fleming
Ashley Flores
Brian Flores
James and My-Lien Floyd
Will Floyd ‘84
Flying Otter Winery
Saundra Flynn
Christopher ‘94, ‘12 and Kristin Foerg
Wanda Foley
Marvin and Joyce Foote
Phil and Jean ‘70 Forsythe
Donald and Marlene Fox

Michael ‘09 and Leticia ‘10 Fox
Martin and Mary Foxworthy
Albert and Phyllis Fracassa
David and Pamela ‘82 Fraley
Vaughn and Kathleen Franklin
Marie Frappier ‘48
David and Sally ‘82 Frautschi
John Frayer ‘74
Brianna Frazer
Sharon Frazier ‘09
Barbara Frederick ‘04
Anne Frey ‘64
Kenneth and Lori Frey
Frick’s Auto Repair & Towing
Virginia Froehle
Paul Frownfelder ‘83
Joyce Fruge ‘57
Fustini’s
Jeffrey and Bonna Gadde
Christopher Gafner ‘01
Annette Gambell ‘60
Theresa Garcia
Judith Gardiner ‘67
Kimberly Gardner ‘07
Sarah Gardner ‘91
Daren and Lorena Garmenn
Joyce Garrow ‘05, ‘10
Christal Gauna
Diane Gauna
Nastassia Gauna
Lisa Gee-Cram ‘11
Cindy Geer
Sandra Geliske ‘08
Mike and Christina ‘78 Geno
Elli Georgal ‘88
Pauline George
Robert Gessner ‘11
Adam ‘86 and Nancy Gibson
Leonard Gibson ‘03
Thomas and Sharon Gibson
David and Barbara Gienapp
Kristin Gifford ‘09
Richard and Lillis Gilmartin
David and Elizabeth Gilstrap
Giovanni a’Balatti
Bonnie Giroux ‘94
Gregory Gniewkowski ‘00
Mary Godfroy ‘66
Richard Goebel
Walter and Joyce ‘53 Gohl
Bruce and Sue Goldsen
Anthony and Irene ‘61 Gonzalez
Pedro and Alice Gonzalez
Ricardo and Holly Gonzalez
Tony ‘82 and Carolyn ‘79, ‘90 Gonzalez
Cassie Goodband
Jamie Goode ‘87
Jean Goostrey
Leo and Maybelle ‘54 Goran
Yolanda Gordon ‘07, ‘11
Kathleen Gorsky ‘71, ‘75
Shannon Gotha ‘94
Evelyn Goudreau
Raymond and Dorothy ‘66 Govaere
James and Marlene ‘63 Govang
Amy Graham
Mary Graham ‘04
Micah Graham ‘12
Mia Grantham ‘88
Kerry Graves
George and Janice ‘94 Gray
Karin Gray ‘81, ‘96
Emily Greenwald
Rosalee Griewahn ‘90
Raymond ‘77 and Mary ‘69 Griffin
Stonewall ‘93 and Ernestine Griffin
Jack and Jennifer ‘73 Griffith
Kyle ‘92 and Amy ‘96 Griffith
Sierra Grigg
Carol Gross ‘82
Chuck and Betty Gross
Pauline Gross
Melissa Growden ‘90
Patricia Grybel
Andrew Guerrero ‘13
Linda Gulvas ‘10
Barbra Gumn-Whiters ‘04
William ‘77 and Linda Gust
HB Steele Inc.
HP Company Match
Marjorie Haas ‘89
Habitat for Humanity
Katherine Haemelinck ‘13
Timothy and Rebecca ‘91, ‘10 Hague
Robert and Catherine Hahn
Cecil Haines
Beth Hale
Jonathan and Deborah Hale
Sharon Hale
Sid and Mary ‘89 Halley
Nicole Halliwill
Timothy and Detra Halliwill
Mary Hamann ‘57
Rhonda Hamby ‘91
Whitney and Linda Hames
Mary Hamilton ‘76
Barbara Hamlin
Kenneth and Alice ‘65 Hamlin
Martina Hammond
Jeffery and Leigh Hancock
Paul and Kim Handmacher

Ted ‘91, ‘99 and Stephanie Hanosh
Donald and Marty Hansen
Linda Hansen ‘70
Paul and Doris Hansen
Richard and Brenda Hansen
Richard and Betty Hansen
Bryce and Bonnie Hanson
Kristine Hanson ‘08
Hantz Golf Club of Tecumseh
Happy’s Pizza
Christine Hardy ‘14
Gary Hardy
Bette Harken ‘70
Margaret Harkins ‘68
Dorothy Harris ‘61
Paulette Harris
Amanda Harsh ‘09
Amy Harsh ‘13
Barry and Ann Hart
Adam Hartle ‘06
Thomas Hartley ‘77
Betty Hartmann ‘69
Charles Harvey
William Harvey
Cindy Haseley
David Hassel ‘95, ‘99
Katie Hatch ‘07
Mark Haukereid
Deanna Hawkins ‘03
Alisia Hayes
John and Janice ‘66 Hayes
Ghislaine Haynes ‘73
Walter and Adrianne ‘66 Hays
James and Barbara ‘52 Hazen
Healing Hands Massage Studio
Nancy Hebb
Valene Hebeler
Doris Heckert ‘53
David and Claudia Heinrich
Eileen Heinrichs ‘47
Kristin Heinze ‘00
Michael and Kay Helf
Jay and Dawn Helman
Mark and Sherry Hemingway
S.A. Hemingway
Koreena Hemker ‘14
Kimberly Hendricks
Florine Herendeen
Michael Herendeen
Luis and Lindsay Hernandez
Carlis and Trevelyn Herrington
Deborah Herrington
Jodi Hess
Hi-Tech Business Forms Inc.
Sr. Joyce Hibbert, OP ‘64
Brian and Pamela Hieber
Marjorie Higdon ‘69
Gaylord and Marilyn ‘82 Hill
Geofrey Hill ‘12
Larry and Joan Hill
Louise Hill
Teena Hill
George and Lisa ‘04, ‘12 Hintz
Harrison and Marjorie ‘58 Hobbs
Rodney Hochstetler ‘73
Jim and Betty Hoeffel ‘79
David and June Hoffman
Susan Hoffman-Losinger
James and Mary ‘83 Hoffmann
Janet Holloway
Marion Holowaty
Cory and Deborah Holt
LeAnne Holtz ‘10, ‘12
Craig ‘76 and Sherry Holubik
Justin Holubik ‘12
George and Nancy ‘81 Hontz
Hooligan’s Grill
Hope Community Center
Daniel and Harriet ‘56 Horne
Eloise Hosken ‘99
Arthur and Agnes ‘62 Hotchkiss
Elaine Houle ‘64
Michael and Margaret ‘53 Houlihan
Wanda House ‘90, ‘98
John and Mary Lou Howard
Patricia Howard ‘04
Thomas ‘96, ‘06 and Pamela ‘06 		
	 Howard
Karen Howatt
Travis Howell ‘13
Debra Howland ‘97
Elizabeth Howorth ‘57
Jerry and Maria Howrigon
Doris Hubbard ‘94, ‘06
Amee Hudson ‘14
Christopher ‘07 and Ashley ‘05, ‘08 	
	 Hudson
Paul and Debra Hudson
Marian Huff
Casper and Ruth ‘50 Hughes
Robert and Jennifer Hultquist
Glenn and Mary Hummon
Judy Hunt ‘88
Karen Hunt
Thomas and Amber ‘02 Hunt
Mark and Alicia Huntoon
Joan Husted ‘59
Janet Huvaere ‘72
Jessica Huycke ‘13
Christine Hydue-Smith
Image Center
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Indiana Michigan Power Co.
James and Virginia Ingle
Insignia Graphics, Inc.
Rana Irby ‘10
Christine Irwin
John ‘79 and Hollace Jabkiewicz
John Jackson ‘99
Tonya Jackson-Wilson ‘09
Charles ‘98 and Amy ‘99 Janczarek
David Jankowski ‘05
Kenneth and Sandra Jasinski
Leonard and Phyllis Jasinski
Nancy Jenkins
Robert Jenkins ‘07
Jerry Centoni’s Star
Jessee Salon Group
Margarita Jimenez ‘54
Rafael and Margarita ‘56 Jimenez
John’s Affirmative Body Solution
Elaine Johnson
Gloria Johnson ‘13
Gloria Johnson
James Johnson
Leonard and Melony ‘95 Johnson
Marissa Johnson
Marty and Patricia Johnson
Nancy Johnson
Natasha Johnson ‘07
Robert and Mary ‘69 Johnson
Ross and Amy Johnson
Ayana Johnston ‘95
Kevan and Carolyn Johnston
Jerrold ‘92 and Marilyn Jones
Mary Joslyn
Edward and Carolyn June
Pamela June
John and Marilyn Jurgonski
Timothy Jurgonski
K&L Construction Improvements LLC
David Kaiser
Kirk and Laura Kambestad
Jim and Mary Kandell
Anne Kapela
Nicholas Kaplan ‘03
James and Dianna Kaplinski
Mary Lou Kaplinski
Thomas and Dana Kaplinski
Kapnick Orchards Inc.
Denise Kapnick ‘13
Stephen ‘77 and Anna ‘76 Kapuscinski
Melissa Karaptian ‘12
Michael and Audrey ‘78 Kast
Carl and Jennifer ‘91 Kaster
Antonios and Suzanne Katakis
Jennifer Kavan ‘09
Michael and Lois ‘63 Keane
Karen Keay
Charles and Sandra Keefer
Amy Keel
Kevin and Margaret Keeler
Lesslie Keeling ‘11
Steven and Wendy Kelley
Nancy Kelly ‘76
Dan and Susan ‘88 Kelsey
Anthony and Mary Kelso
Deborah Kelso
Megan Kemmer
Robert and Kathy Kemp
Deborah Kemper ‘10
Edmund and Alice Kendall
Randy and Christine ‘90, ‘99 Kennard
Daniel and Maribeth Kennedy
Elizabeth Kennedy ‘50
Anne Kenny ‘68
William and Diane Kenyon
David and Joanne Kerr
Tania Kersey
Karyl Ketchum
Dawn Kevern ‘08
Danielle Kiger ‘13
Laura Killette
David and Deborah ‘85, ‘97 
Kimmelman
Daniel King ‘07
Kingston Athletic Boosters
Gene and Marjorie ‘58 Kinn
Laurie Kinsey
Alan Kirk ‘04
Gloria Kirk ‘13
Mark Kitchen
Jenny Kitsen ‘65
Kim Klebe ‘07
Janet Klein ‘70
Rosemary Kleis ‘59
Frederick and Joyce Klemm
Lynn Klima
Joseph and Carol ‘60 Klop
Patricia Klote ‘69
Virgil ‘75 and Bernadine Klump
Laura Klutsarits
Lawrence and Barbara Knannlein
Jeanne Knecht ‘51
G. Larry and Sandra Knierim
Megan Knierim
Stephen Knight
Eugene and Patricia ‘66 Knoblauch
Bonita Koch ‘91
Colleen Kohler
Joan Kohler ‘98
Keith and Terry Kohler
Norma Kohler

Judy Kohn
Patricia Komajda ‘87
Robert Komoroski ‘86
Jeffrey and Carol Konczal
Chad Konkel ‘96
Charles ‘08 and Denise Koob
Kenneth Kops ‘84
Donald Korican ‘92
John Kosanke ‘12
Adam and Lori ‘03, ‘14 Kosarue
Laurie Kosek ‘98, ‘00
Ross and Mary ‘75 Kosinski
Brent ‘05 and Carrie ‘12 Kostanko
Sandra Kotulis ‘67
Andrew ‘91 and Susan ‘93 Kozal
Kenneth and Barbara Kraning
Steve Kranson
Joyce Kransz ‘07
Thomas and Liliane Krasean
Michael and Diane Kraushaar
Theresa Kraushaar
Dolores Kreger
Marilyn Kremer ‘07
Richard ‘82 and Lydia Kret
LeAnn Krokker ‘90
Anthony Krueger ‘10
Stephen Kruger ‘94
Kurt and Hillary Kruse
Mike Kuchar ‘92
Deanna Kuebeck
James and Mary Kuebler
Rosemary Kuhnert
Jeffrey and Patricia Kuhr
Kevin and Victoria Kuhr
James and Lucille Kulongowski
Paul and Janis Kumpelis
Adam Kurth
Alice Kuschinsky ‘04
Kelli Kusisto
Lucy Kwasiborski ‘69
Mark LaBaza ‘04
Mary LaLonde ‘89
William and Cynthia LaPeer
Mary LaRose ‘65
Marian LaSalle ‘10
Tracey Ladd ‘93
Stacie Lahr ‘10
Edward and Debra Lakatos
Geralynn Lama
Joseph and Marie Lama
Mindy Lance
Paul ‘86 and Kimberly Landeck
Lorraine Landers ‘05
Ken Lane
Michael Lane ‘05
Natalie Lanese
Jamie Langley
Joshua Lankerd ‘08
Daniel Lannen ‘05
Judith Lasecki
Steven and Jeanne Lasky
Theresa Lauderdale ‘13
Thomas and Susan Lauria
Arthur and Anjanette Laurin
Arlen and Marilyn Laux
Kyle Lawrence
Philip and Rebecca ‘77 Lawrence
Pamela Layman-Nichols ‘06
Anthony Layton ‘09
MaryAnn LeTourneau ‘59
Robert and Catherine Leadley
Claude Leblanc ‘09
Rhonda Lee
Sr. Jeanne Lefebvre, OP ‘66
Peter and Nancy Lefere
Legacy Golf Club
Donald Leibel ‘94, ‘98
Mary Leibold
Barbara Leite ‘48
Teri Lemaire
Paul and Patricia Lemanowicz
James and Nancy ‘97 Lemon
Lenawee Country Club
Lenawee County Sheriff Dept.
Guenther and Marcia Lengnick
Amber Lenhard ‘09
Jennifer Lentocha ‘97
Francis and Colleen Lepera
Matthew Leppek
Thomas Leppert ‘92
Sandra Lewis
Mary Leyden ‘58
James and Michelle Liggett
Robert and Sara ‘64 Like
G. Richard and Jane Limber
Dean Lindemann ‘00
Michele Lindsay ‘12
Beth Linn ‘71
William Lipke ‘05
Lori List ‘91
Judy Little ‘12
Dena Littleton
Libbie Loar
Francis and H. Kathryn Locke
H. Louise Lockwood
Marisa Lofton
Kathleen Logsdon ‘98
Ben and Julie Lollo
Jenna Long ‘13
Bernice Lopata ‘77
Nicholas Lopick

Clarence ‘79 and Barbara Lorentz
Laura Lorenz ‘76
James Loughran
Leslie Love ‘93
Joseph Lowery ‘10
Scott and Stacey ‘98 Lown
Christina Lowry ‘12
Claire Lubaway ‘73
Leonardo and Lisa Luce
Milson Luce
Mason Ludlow
Joseph and Cynthia Lusk
Richard and Marilyn Lyons
MJR Cinema
Qiang Ma ‘91
Scott MacLean
Brenna Macher
Robert and Kathleen ‘65 Mackstaller
David and Deborah Mailloux
Cheryl Major
Heather Malcolm ‘97, ‘00
Daniel ‘85 and Melissa Malley
Gregg Malone ‘13
Manchester Eye Care Center PC
Paget Mangold ‘03
Martha Manheim
Nancy Manson ‘84
Marathon Oil Company Foundation
Michelle Marcero ‘92
Marco’s Pizza
Brandon and Ashley Mardossian
Maria’s Sunnyside Cafe Inc.
Patrick and Marsha ‘71 Marinis
Koby and Donna ‘11 Marowelli
Brian and Kaye Marquard
Dale and Ellen Marquardt
Deborah Marquardt
Virginia Marquardt
Jeanne Marsh ‘71
Ronald and Lois Martens
Martin’s Home Center
D.J. Martin
Devin Martin
Kristin Martin ‘03
Dennis and Nina Martinus
Velma Martinus
Amy Martocci
Chloe Maskill
Mark Maskill
Michael Mason ‘08
Roshelle Mason ‘03
Jeff and Shelly Masse
Sr. Christine Matthews, OP ‘63
Darlene Mattice ‘00
Cynthia Matusko ‘96
Renita May ‘13
Patrick and Leah Mayer
Annemarie Maynard ‘64
Tyree Mays ‘08
Michael and Judy ‘67 McAran
Michael and Kelly ‘88 McCain
Case McCalla
Thomas McCanna ‘80
Christopher McCarley
Maryann McCarthy ‘08
Brian McCary ‘09
Lesa McClain ‘92
Eileen McCollum ‘61
Donald McCoy ‘84
Mark and Tanya ‘96 McCullough
Mike and Julie McDonald
Robin McDonald ‘11
Kevin McDonough
Janet McElrath ‘03
Robert and Heather McEntire
Pat McGlone
Ryan McGowan
Judy McKenzie ‘63
Brian and Bridget McKeon
James and Donna McKinley
Joy McLaughlin ‘74
Robert McLeod ‘82
Cheri McMahon
Tracey McMullan ‘10
Kimberly McMullen ‘88
Patrick McNally
Will ‘78 and Carolyn McPherson
Daniel and Janis McVeigh
Kelsey Medina
Jean Medlen
Matthew ‘87 and Angela Meli
Margaret Melko
Robert ‘78 and Cindy Melnik
Joao and Verna Melo
Dennis ‘78 and Joan ‘95 Menzo
Joel and Rebecca Meredith
Kelley Merillat
Christy Mesaros-Winckles
Robert ‘85 and Patti Meszaros
Michigan International Speedway
Jeffery Mielcarek
Michael and Michaela Mielcarek
Richard and Diane Mielcarek
Nelda Mikolajczyk
Robert Milkus ‘11
Deanna Miller ‘13
Doug and Cynthia Miller
Douglas and Jennifer Miller
Jeff and Angel Miller
John and Tamara ‘92 Miller
Joyce Miller

Lawrence ‘84 and Sandra Miller
Lisa Miller ‘93
Max and Delcy Miller
Nancy Miller ‘12
Charles and Bonnie ‘80 Milliken
Rhea Mills ‘72
Brian and Karin Minix
Janeece Minott ‘06
Earl and Matilda ‘68 Minster
Eric Mion ‘00
Judith Miracle ‘75
Michael Miron ‘81
Carrie Mitchell
Eleanor Mitchell ‘78
Ray and Joann Mitchell
Rita Moe ‘67
Angela Mohr
Gary and Kelly ‘10 Mohr
Nicole Mohr
John Molendyk II ‘12
Elizabeth Molino ‘10
Monacelli Tile Company
Judith Monahan ‘62
Mondelez International Foundatio
Montalvo Real Estate Team
Janis Montalvo
Kenneth and Sandra Moore
Michelle Moore
Michelle Moore
Sarah Moore ‘13
Scott and Susan Moore
Anna Moreno
Rita Moreno
Anna Moriarty ‘67
Sandy Morley
Morning Fresh Bakeries Inc.
Thomas Morrison
Michael Morrow ‘11
James and Connie ‘73 Morse
Charlotte Mote
Peggy Motsch
Alyce Mott ‘76
Oleksandr Movchan
Sonya Moyle ‘10
Joseph and Jeanne ‘80 Mucci
Arlene Mueller ‘64
Rosemarie Mueller
Marisue Muessig
Bruce Mugerian
Barbara Muir ‘60
Ashley Mukensturm
Mulch World / Welch’s Golf Carts
Rose Mary Mulleavy ‘69
Rhonda Mullen
Kathleen Mulligan ‘91
Dawn Munoz
Christine Murphy ‘92
David Murphy
Mark and Karen Murphy
Patrick and Mary ‘60 Murphy
Murray & Murray Inc.
Michael Musto
Alison Myers ‘13
Lito and Andrea ‘59 Nafrada
Julius Nagy
Eric Nanni ‘99
Grace Napolitan ‘69
Nicholas and Deborah Neff
Brett ‘99 and Anessa ‘00, ‘10 Nelson
Burt and Michelle Nelson
Charles Nelson ‘84
Thomas and Catherine ‘65 Nesbitt
Jodi Neuman ‘11
Mary Newman ‘02
Michael and Andrea ‘71 Newman
James and Marilyn Ney
Douglas and Corinne Nichols
Jessica Nietrzeba ‘06
Todd and Ursula Nigh
Beverly Nightingale ‘69
Steven and Renee Nikkel
Susan Nilson ‘00
Daniel and Pamela Novitsch
Steve and Angela Nowakowski
Sheila Nowinski
Greg Nowowiecki ‘07
Mark O’Brien ‘89
Thomas and Margaret ‘52 O’Brien
Jeff O’Connor
Nancy O’Connor
Chermaine O’Neal ‘12
Donna O’Neill
Elizabeth O’Neill ‘53
Fred ‘78 and Mary O’Quinn
Kathleen O’Reilly ‘63
Louis and Joan O’Reilly
Theresa O’Reilly ‘48
Oasis Mediterranean Cuisine Inc.
Ressa Ochs
Dawn Oehmke ‘11
Betty Oleksik
Nicholas Oliverio ‘05
Donna Olmstead ‘05
Celia Olsen ‘53
Joseph and Patricia Orr
Norman and Diane Osborn
Charles and Doris ‘74 Ostrander
Virginia Oswald ‘11
Khalilah Outlaw
Andrew Owen ‘13
PNEUMA Women’s Wellness Centre

Ann Packo ‘76
Jeannie Padgett
Christopher and Jackie Pallett
Betty Palmer
Patrick and Carliene Palmer
Misty Palmer
Roger and Dotty ‘82 Palmer
Susan Palushaj ‘10
Michael and Linda ‘12 Pancone
Christine Panczyk ‘74
Gregory Pantale
John Pantano
Dorothy Pantle ‘68
Kelly Papcun ‘07
Ralph Papenfuse ‘89
Rebecca Paquette ‘91
Scott and Brenda ‘74 Parenteau
Joan Parker ‘82
Rochelle Parker
Ronald and Suzanne Parker
Walter and Kathleen Parker
Walter and Henri Mae Parker
John and Marianne ‘67 Parthum
James and Pamela ‘71 Path
Margaret Patterson ‘00
Joseph and Angelina Pechota
Holli Peckens ‘99
Saleem and Mumtaz ‘92 Peeradina
Wade and Colleen ‘03 Pelham
Bernadette Pelland ‘55, ‘79
Cheryl Pemberton ‘85
Cliff and Rosamaria ‘76 Perez
Joseph and Joanne Perez
Cody Perkins
Keith and Janet Perkins
Leonard Perkins
Tamara Perrin ‘96
Marsine Perry
Rick and Rosann ‘73 Perry
Roger ‘80, ‘83 and Jean Perry
Bette Petermann-Stepek ‘54
Alfred Peters
Susanne Peters ‘96
Gerald ‘01 and Linda Peterson
Marie Petricca ‘66
Kory Petterle
John and Sally ‘48 Pettit
Roger Pfaff
Douglas Phillips ‘80
Barbara Piatak ‘64
Mary Pielemeier ‘49
Jacob ‘03 and Erin ‘03 Pifer
Randall and Julia ‘77 Piggott
David and Charlene Pike
Steve and Mary ‘76 Pike
Angela Pinkett ‘07, ‘09
Michael ‘79 and Malinda ‘79 Piotrowski
Stacey Piper-Harris ‘05
Lucy Pirolli ‘87
Angela Pittman ‘11
Dionardo ‘99, ‘04 and Denise Pizana
Lisa Poiry ‘94, ‘01
Karin Poling ‘03
Mabel Pollack
Cynthia Pollet ‘02
Richard ‘82 and Nancy Popchock
Wiona Porath
Mattie Porter ‘05
Larry and Dorothy Poskarbiewicz
Jennifer Postello ‘92
William Potvin
Melinda Pounders ‘98
Sharon Pounders
Powerhouse Gym
Gregory and Sherry Powers
Prairie Performance Sales & Serv
William and Madeline ‘56 Prescott
Jerry and Mary Proudfoot
Thomas and Kathleen Pryor
Mabel Pye ‘01, ‘03
Mary Quinn ‘64
Thomas and Mary Quinn
Denise Quinnette
RCW Tax Services
RI-DEL HOES LLC
Lorraine Raab
Sally Rae
Paul and Elaine Raglow
Fernando Ramirez
Corina Rasor
Jessica Rath ‘03
Louella Raymer
Raymond & Stutzman
Angela Raymond ‘10
Jeanette Raymond
James Reagan
Sr. Cathleen Real, CHM
Marjorie Reas ‘94
Mark and Brenda ‘78 Reau
Red Lobster
Reddeman Farms Golf Club
Dee Redding ‘71
Andrea Reed ‘09
Cyndia Reed ‘67
Wilburn Reeder
Elaine Rehark ‘70
Joshua Reilly
Barry ‘79 and Candace Reinink
William and Christine Reising
Kathy Renfrow ‘77
Jennifer Reyna

E.H. and Janet Rheinecker
Carol Rice ‘75
Kirk Richards
Colleen Rieckhoff
Mary Riedle ‘68
Peter Ries
Benjamin Riggleman ‘06
James ‘12 and Liesel ‘06 Riggs
Scott and Heather Riley
Jane Rimatzki
Jessica Rinehart ‘13
Kathleen Riney ‘88
David ‘10 and Gloria Rink
Matthew Ripper
Christopher Rising ‘12
Greg and Mary Ritsema
Robert and Carillon ‘69 Ritz
Donald Roberson
Roberts & Associates
Joseph ‘75 and Mary Roberts
Mary Robertson ‘67
Charles and Patricia Robinet
Ryan Robinet ‘09
Laura Robinson
Sheryl Robinson
Craig Rockey ‘05
Richard Rockwood
Lessette Rodriguez
Charles and Rebecca ‘89 Roehm
Robert and Ann ‘65 Roemer
Linda Rogers
Joan Rohr ‘52
Lynda Rohrbach
Dennis and Maureen ‘68 Rompasky
James Root
Rachel Rosales
Ramiro and Elizabeth Rosas
Elizabeth Rose ‘90
Ruby Rose
Norma Rosiecki
Suzanne Rotherham
Joyce Routte
Ryan Rowe ‘09
Lance and Dawn Rowton
Edward and Martha ‘76 Ruesink
Jeffrey and Jean Ruffini
Barbara Rumler
James and Carol Rumler
Barb Rupley
Shannon Russell
Thomas and Carol Rutkowski
Daniel and Beverly Ryan
Eileen Ryan ‘50
James and Joan ‘55 Rybarczyk
Gail Ryder
John Rykert ‘93
SHU - CPS
SHU Admissions Office
SHU Art Department
SHU Business Office
SHU Custodial Department
SHU Maintenance Department
Robert and Audrey Sack
Scott Sackrider
Phillip Safford
Elizabeth Sala ‘65
Carol Salazar ‘70
James ‘95 and Deborah Salenbien
Aide Salinas
Sam’s Club
Kenneth and Tracy Samples
Robert and Elizabeth Samples
Carol Samulski ‘57
Keith and Janet Sanders
Courtney Sanderson
Katelyn Sanderson
Thomas and Annette Sanderson
Charles and Phyllis Sandusky
Laura Sansalone ‘13
Thomas and Judith ‘62 Saski
Gayathri Sathyanarayanamurthy
Sauce Italian Grill
Claudine Saurine
Carol Savage ‘81
George and Marguerite ‘77 Sayegh
Mary Schaale
William and Carol Schaefer
Chad and Stacy Schaffner
Frank and MaryAnn Schaller
Roger ‘73 and Ruth ‘68 Scherger
Ruth Schieltz ‘48
Christian Schlachter
Linda Schlachter-Quicker
Gerry Schlemer
Anna Schmidt
Judith Schmidt ‘73, ‘81
Ronald Schmidt ‘90
Heidi Schneider
Nicole Schneider
Wesley and Kimberly Schneider
Leo and Rosemary ‘42 Schneithorst
Sarah Scholl ‘09, ‘12
Eileen Schott ‘64
Vicki Schroeder ‘13
Scott and Karin ‘94 Schroer
John Schwabe ‘92
Cecelia Schwartz ‘73
Eleanor Schwartz ‘51
Jennifer Schwartz ‘11
Richard and Mary Schweihofer
Amber Scott
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Beverly Scott ‘93
Amanda Scroggins
Jeffrey Scroggins
Sears Hometown Stores
Deborah Seaver
Mattie Seawood
Barbara Seebaldt ‘63
Dorothy Sehy
Charles and Vickie Seiler
Senorita’s Mexican Food Inc.
Martha Serrano ‘69
David and Nancy Setterlun
Lee and Debra Seufer
Richard Shadler ‘90
Diane Shaffer
Shelby Shaffer
Michael and Marilyn ‘60 Shaheen
Sharon Szegedy Graphic Design Inc.
Sondra Sharpe ‘05
Andrew and Edith ‘96 Shea
Jeanne Sheck ‘49
John Sheneman
Doug and Linda Sherman
Greg and Lori ‘93 Shinkle
Lawrence and Susan Shoemaker
Laura Short ‘00
Kristen Siberhorn
Sieler’s Water Systems LLC
Jeff and Jean Sieler
Siemens Information/Comm Network
Christopher Sienkiewicz ‘88
Barbara Simon
Helen Simon ‘59
Patricia Simonds ‘85
Lisa Simpson ‘79
John Sinacola
Melissa Sissen ‘77
Mary Kay Sisson ‘71
Danielle and Aric Sisty
Diana Six ‘87
Audrey Skamer ‘94
Daniel and Jacqueline Skatzka
Maureen Skelley ‘97
Gerald and Nancy Skidmore
Edward and Bonnie Slaughter
Kimberly Sloan ‘10
Bob Small
Jean Small ‘72
Sharon Smit ‘07
Alden Smith
Bill and Anne ‘64 Smith
Claude and Leslie Smith
Darryl Smith ‘85
Dennis and Mary Ann ‘67 Smith
Jamie Smith ‘95
Lawrence and Joann ‘75 Smith
Leslie Smith
Mary Smith
Stacy Sneed ‘13
Angela Snyder
Jean Snyder
Soft N Gentle Grooming for Dogs
Michael Sorenson
Mark and Mandy Sosnowski
Victoria Southwood ‘10
Kathleen Spacht ‘78
Sr. Sharon Spanbauer, OP
Patrick Sparr ‘05
Gerald and Mary ‘79 Speelman
John and D. Claudette Speer
Donna Spencer
James Spencer
Thomas ‘75 and Cherlynn Spiess
Elizabeth Spiker ‘62
Spotted Cow
Paul Spradley
John and Kathi Springer
Bradley Sroka ‘04
Michael and Mia Standerski
Rosemary Stanford ‘82
Jonathan Stanton ‘12
Starbuck’s
Carlene Staton ‘06
Dusty Steele
Tyler Steffes
Michael Stein
Bruce ‘65 and Rhea Stephens
Sean and Nicole Stephenson
Linda Stepney ‘76
Steppin’ Out
Michael and Lisa Sterling
Samuel Stewart
Traci Stewart ‘02
Susan Stieber ‘60
Kathleen Stiefel ‘02
Carol Stockwell ‘82
Sara Stoddard
Kimberly Stoutenburg ‘09
Iris Strange ‘90
Betty Strantz
Timothy Strasz ‘12
Jeffrey and Pamela Strausser
Fred and Norma Strayer
Kevin and Tanya Strayer
Ted and Betty Lou Streit
Audra Stringer
Jennifer Stroik Kramer ‘12
Adam Stuckert
Mary Stuckert
Susan Studinger ‘99

Royce and Rhema Subject
Joan Sullins
Eric Sullivan
Thomas Sullivan
Gerald Summers ‘94
Brian and Karrie Sunderman
Superior Roll LLC
Cynthia Sutherland ‘14
Marie Suzor ‘99
Suzy Q’s Car Wash
Eric Swager
Rex ‘93 and Pamela ‘94 Swope
Susan Syljebeck
Evette Szajna-Barry
Matilda Szaroletta ‘66
Robert Szczechowski ‘96
David and Judith ‘83 Szczesny
T.A.’s Investments & Sales
TDC Companies Inc.
TLC Community Credit Union
Linda Tafolla ‘08
Frederick and Donna Taft
Javier Tamayo ‘01, ‘10
Catherine Tangney
Cheryl Tangney
Francis Tangney
Alejandra Tapia
Edward Taylor ‘07
Eleanor Taylor ‘57
Robert ‘75 and Janice Taylor
Wayne and Margaret Taylor
Anthony Teague
Bryan and Andrea Teff
Sabrina Terrany
Florence Thames
Michael and Jane Thayer
The Henry Ford Museum
Eric Theisen
Gordie Theisen ‘82, ‘11
Judith Thelen ‘68
Timothy Thelen
David Thomas
Donna Thomas ‘03
Ed and Nancy ‘71 Thomas
Jean Thomasma ‘07
Bernadette Thompson ‘69
Bob Thompson
Jay and Charlotte ‘92 Thompson
Karen Thompson ‘99
Lois Thornbury ‘78
Susan Thorpe ‘99
Camiel and Anne Marie Thorrez
Joseph and Rebecca Tibbetts
Mark Tillotson
Tip Top Tanning
Liliana Toader ‘08
Toledo Mud Hens Baseball Club
Toledo Walleye Hockey Club
Edgar Tolentino
Lisbeth Tollander ‘08
William Tolstyka ‘96
Elizabeth Tomaszewski ‘52
Terese Tomko ‘10
Carol Townsend
Grant Track
Heather Trajkovski ‘99
Cheryl Traynor ‘13
Robert Treat ‘87
Susan Trebilcock ‘75
Trendz Salon
Louis and Cheryl Trisch
Tru Pac Inc.
Craig and Jeni Trychel
Jun Tsuji
Janelle Tuckerman
Janice Tuckerman
Diane Tuller
Donna Turben
Frank and Rosemary ‘70, ‘73 Tursak
Marjorie Tursak ‘00
Carol Tylicki ‘84
Dennis and Alice ‘69 Ugljesa
United Bank & Trust
United Way
University of Toledo
Nathan and Heather Upton
Sr. Grace Urban ‘58
Joseph and Martha ‘68 Uveges
Michelle Vaccaro ‘86
Kay Valentine
Elwood and Shirley Van Loon
John VanHavel ‘69
Kenneth ‘91 and Amy VanOostendorp
Thomas VanSickle ‘95
Nathan and Karen ‘01 VandenBos
Jeffrey VanderArk ‘05
Barbara VanderJagt
Sandra Vanderlaan
Barbara Varga ‘68
James and Kim Varga
Marita Varnes ‘58
Donald and Carolyn Vaughan
William and Margaret ‘53 Vaughan
Thomas and Anne Venner
Frank and Anita ‘64 Vergilii
Victory Lane Quick Oil Change
Gladys Vivaldi ‘53
Mike and Tami Vollmar ‘88
Carl and Maritza Voorhorst
Cynthia Wachtel

Michael Wagner ‘84
Robin Wagner ‘87
Jeffrey and Lori ‘83 Wagoner
Eileen Wait
Barbara Waldmann ‘93
Marlene Waldvogel ‘10, ‘14
Ashiff Waljee ‘87
Cheryl Walker ‘05
Jacqueline Walker
Stephen and Cynthia Wallace
Jason and Rebecca ‘02 Waller
Yvonne Walsh ‘86
Sr. Patricia Walter, OP ‘66
Chris Walters
Carolyn Waltz
Cynthia Ward
Rob and Melissa Warfield
Kaylene Warner ‘92
Helen Warren
Sharon Waterbury
Steven and Sheila Wathen
Michael Watkins
Brett Watson ‘05
Debra Watters
Weber Center Shop
Josephine Weeden
Thomas and Lesley ‘09 Weidner
Elaine Weinburger ‘66
Judy Weisbecker ‘61
Richard Weisgerber ‘74
Larry and Angela Weldon
Malina Welke
Ronald and Tori Welker
Franklin and June Wellman
Robin Wellman
Kenneth and Debra ‘82 Welsh
Barb Welzbacher
George Weston
Lawrence and Patricia ‘68 Whalen
Roger Wheeler ‘08
Cheryl White ‘95
Robert and Janet White
Jennifer Whiteaker
Eldon and Janet Whiting
Wayne and Patricia Whiting
Toni Whitney ‘12
Joseph Wiesman ‘13
Richard and Christine Wight
Cheryl Wilcox
Cheryl Wild-Rock
Diane Wilkie ‘06
Lisa Wilkie
Terry and Carlene Wilkison
Linette Will
Chris Willard ‘78
Jeff Willet’s Powerhouse Gym
Williams Insulation Inc. 
David and Doris Williams
Jason Williams ‘08, ‘12
Michelle Williams ‘99
Nathan and Kristy Williams
Tammy Williams
George and Marion ‘67 Willis
Caitlin Wilson
Heidi Wilson
William Wilson ‘82
Brittany Wilt ‘12
Sue Wimmer
Myron and Linda Winch
Cynthia Wind ‘96
Michael Winstrom
Herbert and Phyllis Wirth
Cecilia Wise ‘49
Kimberly Wise ‘07
Thomas Wistinghausen ‘83
David Witmer
Wolf Creek Golf Club
Doug and Jean ‘65 Wolfe
Martin and Darlene Wolfe
James and Eleanor ‘71 Wollett
Patricia Womack
Ed and Judith Woods
Roshelle Woods
Phyllis Woodward ‘47
James Woolsey ‘87
Gary and Mary Worman
Fred and Lisa ‘90 Wreford
Angelita Wren ‘06
Peter and Susan Wright
Robert Wright ‘09
Vicky Wright
Wy-Shir House LLC
Michael and Barbara Wynne
Sharon Wysinger ‘10
Mary Wysner ‘64
K.S. and Anne ‘74 Xavier
Richard and Ann Yarbrough
Daniel ‘09, ‘13 and Callie ‘11 Yatzek
Melissa Yekulis ‘03
Janet Yelding ‘04
Helen Yensz ‘75
Jeanne Yonan
Carol Young ‘63
Elmer and Colleen Young
Michelle Young ‘13
Jesse Ysassi
Travis Zajkowski
Frankie Zanetti
Joseph and Karen Zanotti
James Zeller ‘09

Erin Zerbe
Rod and Gail Ziegel
Joseph Zieldorff ‘94
David and Paula ‘69 Zimmer
Janine Zimmerman ‘75
Karl and Mary ‘64 Zollner

PERCENTAGE OF 
GIVING BY CLASS 
YEAR
Alumni giving plays a critical role 
in ensuring that Siena remains an 
institution of opportunity for so many. 
Because of this, we are working to 
increase the number of alumni who 
support the University. Below you’ll 
find a list of class years followed by the 
percent of alumni who made a gift last 
fiscal year. We ask that you consider 
making a gift each and every year.  
Doing so will increase our alumni  
giving percentages and, more import-
antly, help to provide a life-changing 
experience for our students.

1941 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.26%
1942 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.69%
1944 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.70%
1945 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.88%
1946 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.85%
1947 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27.27%
1948 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00%
1949 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.12%
1950 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.26%
1951 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.20%
1952 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.75%
1953 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.18%
1954 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.16%
1955 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.20%
1961 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.56%
1962 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.86%
1963 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.81%
1964 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.53%
1965 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.40%
1966 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.96%
1967 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.74%
1968 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.56%
1969 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.33%
1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.48%
1971 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.61%
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.67%
1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.91%
1974 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.69%
1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.38%
1976 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.36%
1977 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.14%
1978 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.33%
1979 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.48%
1980 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.05%
1981 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.23%
1982 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.80%
1983 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.07%
1984 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.73%
1985 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.80%
1986 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.37%
1987 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.72%
1988 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.55%
1989 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.41%
1995 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.85%
1996 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.85%
1997 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.37%
1998 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.03%
1999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.20%
2000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.99%
2001 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.45%
2002 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.08%
2003 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.77%
2004 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50%
2005 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.35%
2006 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.06%
2007 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.76%
2008 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.23%
2009 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.29%
2010 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.15%
2011 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.48%
2012 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.66%
2013 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.44%
2014 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.47%

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF
Pamela Balazy ‘64
Emerson Bliesner
Giacomo (Jack) Bologna
Tracy Church ‘93
Noel and Ruth Francoeur
N. Lawrence Francoeur
Prim and Clare Francoeur
Sr. Petronilla Francoeur, OP
Andy Growden
Sr. Patricia Hogan, OP ‘46
Susan A. Jarvis ‘89
Timothy A. Leonard
Ann Ellen Love ‘78
Kelly Anne Parkinson ‘95
Dorothy C. Pennington
Marjorie G. Reagan ‘44
Sr. Eileen Rice, OP ‘68

Charles Robert Schwartz ‘86
Richard Quinn
John D. Wittersheim
Barbara C. Wojtyszewski ‘47
Betty Hartley Worthington ‘38  

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
Gertrude Mary McSorley ‘70
Patricia Schnapp, RSM, H ‘12
Anthony C. Teague

HERITAGE SOCIETY
The Heritage Society honors those  
who have made planned giving com-
mitments to Siena Heights. A planned 
gift is a great way to support Siena 
Heights and leave a lasting legacy.  
To learn more and to become a mem- 
ber call (800) 693-0506 or email 
advancement@sienaheights.edu.

Peggy McCaffrey Aniol ‘73, ‘74
Andrea Bailey ‘03
Stephen Ball and Carol Himelhoch
Paul and Rosemarie ‘47† Birman
Mary Bissonette ‘55
Mitchell ‘04 and Dawn Blonde
Jerry and Trudy Bohland
Jane Bower
Brian and Stephanie Boyse
Allan and Julie Brittain
Eileen Britz ‘46
Fran and Margatet ‘32 Busche
Evelyn Capoun ‘48
Anne Carrier ‘58
Cervenka Family Trust
Jennifer Hamlin Church, H ‘13
Thomas and Carolyn Conlin
Betty Cummings ‘82, ‘09
Frank Dick
Michael Donovan ‘75
Rosemary Dorr ‘48
Ann MacMillan Eichman ‘67
Larry and Nancy ‘58 Erhardt
Karen Erickson ‘60
Helen Famulener
Mary Jo Fleming ‘47
Judith C. Francoeur
Julieanna Frost
Elizabeth Geyer ‘52
Charles and Alma ‘51 Given
Margaret Goble ‘86
Lilyan Goosens ‘53
Carleton and Mary Lou Griffin
Raymond ‘77 and Mary ‘69 Griffin
Ronald and Sharon Griffith
Richard and Jan Gurdjian
Sid and Mary ‘89 Halley
Stephanie Hickman Boyse
Janet Huavaere ‘72
Bernie and Kathleen ‘82 Jay
Frank and Belinda Johnson
John  and Karen ‘04 Johnson
Marjorie Krakker
Ruth LaFontaine ‘72
Bruce ‘85 and Lisa Lee
Malcoln Linehan
Theresa O’Reilly ‘48
Mary O’Toole ‘76
James  and Julia ‘63 Opalek
Peter ‘03 and Catrina ‘08 Ossmann
Stella Perea ‘71
Gerald ‘01 and Linda Peterson
Ann Politzer ‘50
Mary Jo Potter ‘71
Judith Redwine ‘66
Richard and Mary ‘85 Reisinger
Keith ‘99 and Wendy ‘99 Rusie
Eileen Ryan ‘50
James and Kitty Sam
Mark and Rebecca ‘90 Schersten
Gregory Schira ‘89
Emory and Kris Schmidt
Matthew ‘88 and Laura ‘86 Schwartz
Helen Simon ‘59
David Stevens ‘81
Barnie Stickles ‘83
Stephen Studnicka ‘78
Mary Agnes Sullivan-Roselle ‘48
Eleanor Taylor ‘57
Nicholas and Jean Thomas
Christopher and Lori ‘05 Timmis
Ann Tompert ‘38
Annette Van Dan ‘62
Jane Waldo ‘53
Judy Wernette ‘89
George and Sandra ‘72 Wetzel
Joan Yaroch ‘53

2013–14
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICERS

Chairperson of the Board 
The Honorable Margaret M.S. Noe 
’75, JD

Vice Chairperson of the Board 
Frank Johnson

Secretary of the Board 
Scott F. Hill

President of the University 
Sister Peg Albert, OP, PhD

TRUSTEES

Betty Ellen Cummings ’82, ’09
Michael H. Dawson, MD, H ‘11
James R. Ebbitt
Sister Mariane Fahlman, OP, PhD
Michael Farver, JD
Judy C. Francoeur
Steve Futrell
Michele Anne Gardner, MD
Richard J. Haller ‘07
Margaret Hartman
John J. Hern, Jr., JD
James L. (Jay) Hughes, JD
Sister Candace Introcaso, CDP, PhD
Mike Kapnick
John D. Labriola
Ruth LaFontaine ’72
David E. Maxwell
David G. Mengebier
Reginald Moore ’83
Sister Frances Nadolny, ’72, OP, PhD
Lisa Crouse Oberlin ’92
Jamie T. Richardson ’87
David Richmond
Iqbal Roshd ’83
Sister Corinne Sanders, OP, EdS
Kris Schmidt
Sister Mary Soher, OP
Sister Joan Marie Weithman, OP

TRUSTEES EMERITI

Jerome A. Bohland
A. Evelyn Capoun ’48
Carleton H. Griffin, JD
Kathleen S. Griffiths ’69
Stephen L. Hickman
Douglas L. Kapnick, HD ’05
Patrick McDonald, JD
John E. McSorley, JD
James N. Motschall
Edward J. Nussel, PhD
Phyllis E. Peters
Robert E. Price
William M. Reagan, JD, HD ’76
Warren L. Reuther HD ’98
David R. Siler
James P. Silk, Sr., JD
John P. Tierney

2013–14 ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
President 
Mary Small Poore ’76

Vice President 
Katie Hatch ’07

Secretary 
Carlene Staton ’06

Past President 
Michael Kirk Lane ’05 

Maricruz Avitia ’06  
Mary Beaubien, OP ’55
Marcus Carter ’12 
Christopher Foerg ’94, ’12
Diane Porretta Fox ’89
Manuel Joe Hoskins, III ’03, ’06
Ashley Nelson Hudson ’05, ’08
Christopher Hudson ’07
Tonya Jackson-Wilson ’09 
Tracey Ladd ’93
Todd Marsee ’94
Bethany McCaulley ’06
Douglas J. Miller ’74, ’83
Michael P. Morgan ’83
Gerald Peterson ’01 
Jacob M. Pifer ’03
Wendy Kirkbride Rusie ’99
Pam Pierson Schwartz ’83
Denise M. Washington ’00, ’05 

Student Representative
Matthew Robinet

Faculty Representative
Dr. Julius Nagy
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Column

find us on facebook—search for shu alumni

from the alumni office
Curtain Up! Light the Lights! 
Great Theater at (and Beyond) the Heights

If you’ve been to Siena recently, you know the arts are alive and well. At this year’s Homecoming, 
you heard lots of music (marching band at halftime, Acapelicans at Alumni Awards, choir at Mass) 
and saw lots of art (John Wittersheim and Lois DeMots retrospectives in Studio Angelico, alumni art 
in McLaughlin, six alumni sculptures in the new Wittersheim Memorial Sculpture Park). And there’s 
a good chance you were humming “Day by Day” from the Theater Siena production of Godspell  
directed by theater program chair Doug Miller ’74. All of the arts are vital to the life and legacy of  
Siena Heights—enough so that Joni Warner ’83 now works officially connecting our campus with  
the Lenawee community through the arts. 

Today, I’d like to spotlight Siena’s theater program. 
For the past decade, one of our most popular alumni events (outside of Homecoming) has been 

the annual spring Dinner & Theater gathering. About 100 people come to campus—from as far as 
Detroit, Lansing, Battle Creek and many parts of Ohio—for dinner and the final production of the 
Theater Siena season. Some people come every year and it’s not uncommon to hear things like  
“Wow, I saw this once in Boston/New York/Toledo—but this was better!” 

That sentiment was definitely buzzing around the Croswell Opera House in Adrian this past  
summer, when Siena’s Mark DiPietro ’83 directed a full-scale production of Les Miserables with a cast 
and crew almost half made up of Siena Heights alumni, students and faculty. “We had 300+ people 
audition,” said DiPietro, chair of SHU’s Fine and Performing Arts division. “They came out of the 
woodwork for the chance to be in the full, adult version of the show.” 

Even at the Croswell, “it was tremendously difficult to mount such a massive show,” DiPietro  
said, “but it was the perfect blending of great acting talent, great backstage talent, great front-of-house 

talent.” Jere Righter ’93, artistic director at the Croswell, “had the vision to 
bring the show to Adrian—and then hire two professionals,” DiPietro said,  
referring to Siena alumni Eric Parker ’92 (left, who played Jean Valjean) and 
Michael Lackey ’77 (Inspector Javert), both Equity actors who have performed 
throughout the country. 

Reviewers and audience members agreed: The results were stunning.  
“We had a whole chorus of lead singers,” Lackey said, in response to a com-
ment on the quality of vocals throughout the show. “Many in the ensemble 
can and have sung lead roles,” he said—and many of those performances  
were in Francoeur Theater at Siena Heights.

The impact of SHU theater extends beyond Adrian and beyond southeast Michigan. “Our name  
is known at top graduate programs around the country,” DiPietro noted. “We just had our fourth stu-
dent in the past several years accepted at The Actors Studio in New York. And it’s not just actors who 
are going places. Our technical theater graduates are sought after.”

To support both theater and music at Siena, the University is planning a major addition to the  
Performing Arts Center, including a new theater, renovation of Francoeur as a dedicated music per-
formance space, and addition of a band wing and up-to-date scene shop. The project, though still  
on the horizon, has generated lots of interest.

To see what all the excitement is about, join us for this spring’s Dinner & Theater event on  
March 28, featuring the musical Chicago. Get your tickets early though. These events sell out!

Jennifer A. Hamlin Church H’13 
Associate VP for Advancement & 

Director of Alumni Relations 
(517) 264-7143 

jhchurch@sienaheights.edu

Photo by Lad Strayer—Adrian Daily Telegram
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Pat Hogan, OP, aka 
Sister John Mary, began 
teaching philosophy and 
history at Siena Heights 
College in 1966. She 
went on to chair the 
philosophy department 
from 1979 until her un-
expected death March 
13, 1991, while at home  

in Chicago on sabbatical.
Pat Hogan’s legendary impact on students 

was never more evident than at the 2009 Alumni 
Awards ceremony, when three honorees—Tod 
Marshall ’90, now a poet and English profes-
sor at Gonzaga University; Jacob Chi ’85, now 
conductor of the Pueblo Symphony Orchestra 
and professor at Colorado State University; and 
Gabrielle Davis ’85, a lawyer specializing in 
women’s rights—all credited her with helping 
them find the right road to their future.

Tod Marshall remembered goofing off and 
skipping the reading for his independent study 
with Sister Pat—until the day he found her in 
the library “bent over her notes and poring over 
what we were going to talk about that day.” 
Startled to realize how much time and effort 
she was putting in “for me—just for me,” Tod 
reshaped his attitude. Knowing how commit- 
ted she was to his education, he said, he “never 
again dropped the ball” on his studies. 	

Jacob Chi was a 28-year-old violinist, with-
out funds and or a place to stay, when he arrived 
from China to attend Siena Heights in the early 
‘80s. Sister Pat opened her home, as well as her 
heart and mind, to the talented musician. “There 
is no one in my entire academic life as important 
as Sister Pat,” he said recently, and “no other 
universities (as important) as Siena Heights.”

Gabrielle Davis was approaching graduation 
when Pat Hogan suggested she apply to law 
school. When Gabrielle hesitated, she remem-
bers, Sister Pat’s response was prophetic: “She 
said, ‘You’ve had a lot of advantages in your life 
and you really have an obligation to give back.  
I can’t think of a better way to do it than for  
you to go to law school and serve the people 
who need your help.’” And that’s just what  
Gabrielle has done.

Scholar and Mentor, Prankster and 
Philosopher, Counselor and Friend
Memories of Sister Pat Hogan, OP

When, in the last issue of this magazine, we 
invited alumni to share more memories of Sister 
Pat Hogan, the responses echoed everything we 
heard at that awards ceremony five years ago.

 “I had Sister John Mary for philosophy as 
a sophomore,” wrote Linda Hansen ’70. Linda 
planned to become a high school math teacher 
until, in a chance meeting with the Sister, she 
mentioned how much she had loved philosophy 
and how sorry she was that she couldn’t contin-
ue, since math and education left no room in her 
schedule. “Sister John Mary urged me not to give 
up something I loved so deeply, and I took her 
advice,” keeping the math major (in a compro-
mise with her father) but trading education for 
a strong philosophy minor. Her father and Sister 
John Mary were equally delighted when she was 
accepted into the philosophy Ph.D. program at 
Marquette University. Linda taught college phi-
losophy for 17 years before changing careers to 
become a minister, “where my philosophy back-
ground was invaluable. I credit Pat Hogan with 
setting me on my true life course, and I remain 
more grateful than I can say.” 

When John Metzger ’75 arrived at Siena,  
he was one of the new male students on cam-
pus. “We were hippies, and religious tradition 
was so under question—but Sister John Mary 
was a beautiful friend (whose) faith and under-
standing resist description. It was evident to me 
and others that she embodied a host of the ab-
solute qualities of human nature, philosophical 
and theological, that we discussed in her class. 
It was kind of like being taught by a maternal 
St. Thomas Aquinas…” Sister Pat helped make 
Siena “a super-special place for higher learning,” 
he recalls. “The pleasure and value of knowing 
her has been secure in my memory” ever since.

 “I had the good fortune to take Philosophy 
of Person with her and I loved every minute,” 
wrote Mary Weeber ’83. “She started every 
class by reading from a book called Psalms Now 
by a minister who rewrote the psalms to reflect 
contemporary life. It was a powerful way to 
start the class and the psalm she read each day 
seemed to reflect what we were studying at the 
time. The day of the mid-term exam, when we 
were all anxious about the test, Pat opened  

the book and read, ‘Let us begin this day with 
singing whether we feel like it or not…’ This 
may have been Pat’s greatest gift to me—a  
simple line that I have heard in my mind at  
almost every stressful moment of my life.” 

Pat’s sense of humor was appreciated by  
her colleagues, too. “Pat Hogan was one of the 
joys of my life while I was teaching at Siena 
Heights in the 1980s,” wrote English Professor  
Emerita Martha Manheim. “A tall Irish nun 
from Chicago who taught Logic and other  
courses in philosophy, Sister Pat was as serious  
about her faith as it is possible to be—but she  
was not serious about the weaknesses of aca-
demic life. She richly enjoyed the over-serious-
ness that is endemic to the profession. When  
I sat next to her at endless meetings, I was  
hard put to keep my face straight as she pointed 
out the logical fallacies of much of the discus-
sion, sotto voce and with hilarious wit. How 
healthy it was to see the real point of the work 
of education through the lens of a logical mind, 
with the wit to make our pretensions laughable.”

After Pat Hogan’s sudden death, Martha 
recalls saying that Pat was “like Chaucer in  
her ability to see the flaws in all of humanity 
with the greatest good humor and forgiveness. 
My husband corrected me: He said Sister Pat 
was herself the very reincarnation of that great 
English poet. How could we not forever miss 
such a mind, such a soul?” 

How not, indeed. u

Above: Jacob Chi with Sister Pat Hogan.
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class notes

Alumni News—Class Notes

FROM THE SITES
Battle Creek

2007
Jon Campbell 
was one of 15 
members ap-
pointed in June 
2014 by Mich-
igan Gov. Rick 
Snyder to the 
newly created 

Indigent Defense Commission. The 
commission was created as a result 
of efforts to improve legal repre-
sentation for low-income criminal 
defendants in the state. Campbell 
has been an Allegan (Mich.) County 
commissioner since 1991 and pre-
viously served 27 years as a police 
officer with the City of Otsego 
(Mich.). He is a member of the 
Allegan County Central Dispatch 
Policy Board, the Michigan Sheriff 
Coordinating and Training Council 
Advisory Committee and the State  
of Michigan 911 Committee. He  
will represent local units of govern-
ment on the IDC.

2008
Lisa Payne is employed as a reso-
lution specialist for the Marshall 
(Mich.) Community Credit Union.  
Her position specializes in reposses-
sion, foreclosures and small claims.

Lansing

2008
Mark Vroman was recently pro-
moted to battalion chief with the 
Meridian (Mich.) Township Fire 
Department (below). He also is  
an adjunct instructor for SHU’s 
College for Professional Studies.

Southfield

1994
Trevor Block 
was named the 
Dealer Develop-
ment manager of 
the northeast 
region for Digital 
Monitoring Pro- 
ducts of Spring-

field, Mo. He will be responsible for 
developing new sales and providing 
ongoing service for DMP-authorized 
dealers in Pennsylvania, western 
New York, southern New Jersey and 
Delaware. Block previously was  
employed as vice president of Field 
Operations with Guardian Protection 
Services as well as general manager 
for ADT Security Services. He current-
ly is the chair of the Installation and 
Service Professionals Group of the 
Electronic Security Association. DMP 
is a manufacturer of intrusion, fire, 
access control, network and cellular 
communication products.

2002
David Bragg is a lieutenant for 
the Virginia Union University Police 
Department in Richmond, Va.  
He resides in Glen Allen, Va.

2013
Andrea Phillips 
MA was recently 
named vice presi- 
dent/chief nurs-
ing officer of 
McLaren Ma-
comb in Mount 
Clemens, Mich. 

She previously was employed as an 
ambulatory network administration 
director for the St. John Providence 
Health System and was also with 
McLaren Macomb’s nursing man-
agement team. She also served 
active duty in the U.S. Air Force  
and also as a reservist.

MAIN CAMPUS
1973

Ric Leichliter 
recently exhibited  
his sculpture en- 
titled “Yada Yada 
Yada” (left) as 
part of the Port 
Huron (Mich.) 
Outdoor Sculp-

ture Exhibition. His piece is part of  
a six-part series, and is made of 
fabricated steel welded and painted. 
He has been sculpting for 40 years, 
and lives in Sugar Grove, Ohio.

1974
Susan McKenzie Helser is retired 
and living in Monroe, Mich., with 
her husband, Don. She remains 
active substitute teaching and also 
was named the chapter president for 
Beta Rho, Delta Kappa Gamma Iota 
International, a professional society 
for women educators. 

Thomas Miller 
was named a 
general counsel 
for the State Bar 
of California in 
February 2014. 
Miller has been a 
lawyer for 35 

years in the private sector and for 
the U.S. Marine Corps. The Office of 
General Counsel provides compre-
hensive litigation services, represent-
ing the bar in all matters pending in 
state and federal courts and admini-
strative tribunals. The office also 
drafts and reviews contracts and 
other business transactions, inter-
prets existing rules and regulations, 
analyzes proposed legislation and 
provides legal advice to the Board  
of Trustees, its committees and staff. 
He was previously a partner at the 
national litigation firm of Robins, 
Kaplan, Miller and Ciresi. He also 
served on active and reserve duty as 
a judge advocate in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, retiring in 2000 with the rank 
of lieutenant colonel. He lives in San 
Clemente, Calif with his wife Kim 
Pletkovic Miller ‘74.

1977
Gail Kowalski 
recently received  
the 2014 Distin- 
guished Alumni 
Award from 
North Hills High 
School in Ross 
Township, Pitts-

burgh, Pa. This award honors an 
alumnus who demonstrates out- 
standing contributions to their 
chosen profession, high academic 
achievement, outstanding profes-
sional and business achievements 
and exceptional community con-
sciousness. She gave the keynote 
address at the awards ceremony 
May 27. Her studio and retail store 
is Jewelry by Gail, Inc., in Gallery 
Row, Nags Head, N.C. She has won 
numerous national and international 
awards and honors, including both 
industry and Hollywood accolades.

1978
Pat Collins Pattison and her 
husband, Peter, moved to Australia 
in November 2013. They live in 
Bairnsdale, Victoria, about three 
hours from Melbourne on the 
southeast coast near a koala bear 
sanctuary. The couple has been 
married for 25 years, and she joked 
that “we would spend 25 years in 
Ohio and the next 25 in Australia. 
The circumstances of our lives 
allowed us to make the move.”

1985
LTC John Detro 
and his wife, Mor- 
aima, recently 
celebrated their 
22nd wedding 
anniversary. Their 
youngest son, 
Tony, started his 

freshman year at the University of 
North Carolina-Pembroke. John has 
served as the senior medical officer 
for the XVIII Airborne Corps for the 
past year and will move to Falls 
Church, Va. He will be assigned to 
the Office of the Surgeon General 
(Defense Health Agency) as the dep- 
uty director, Surgical Services Service 
Line (3SL). The 3SL is an effort to 
improve Army surgical capability 
and capacity. He continues to run, 

and before departing Fort Bragg, 
will be a member of the post’s 
Masters Army Ten Miler Team. He 
said he enjoys watching the Siena 
Heights Sports Network, especially 
the women’s basketball, track and 
field, and football teams.

1987
Marta Marsh Gilson was one of 
43 recipients to be named a 2014 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation Woodrow 
Wilson Michigan Teach-ing Fellow. 
Gilson is currently a research faculty 
member at Johns Hopkins University, 
and majored in biology and com-
puter information systems while 
at Siena Heights. The competitive 
program recruits accomplished 
career changers and outstanding 
recent college graduates in science, 
technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (the STEM fields) to 
teach these subjects in high-need 
Michigan schools. Each Fellow 
will receive a $30,000 sti-pend 
while completing an intensive 
master’s-level teacher education 
program at a participating Michigan 
university. After their clinically based 
preparation, Fellows commit to 
teach for at least three years in a 
high-need Michigan school, with 
ongoing support and mentoring.

1992
Daniel English MA is employed 
as a guidance counselor at Hillsdale 
(Mich.) Community Schools. He 
resides in Hillsdale.

1993
Dr. Allia Carter 
was named the 
interim vice presi-
dent for Student 
Affairs at Darton 
State (Ga.) Col-
lege. Carter pre- 
viously served as 

the director of Academic Outreach 
for the College of Education and 
adjunct assistant professor in the 
Education Administration/Educa-
tional Leadership and Policy Studies 
at Wayne State (Mich.) University 
Detroit since 2012. While at WSU, 
Carter founded the City-Wide Middle 
School Summit, a partnership 
between the WSU Federal Talent 
Search Program, Detroit Public 
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Schools, and Visteon Corp., which 
was designed to reduce the drop- 
out rates of inner-city students.She 
also created several early college 
programs for urban K-12 public 
school districts. Carter also previous-
ly served as Curriculum and Faculty 
Development associate and assistant 
director of Curriculum and Faculty 
Development at Bowling Green State 
University and was the director of 
Diversity and Multicultural Affairs 
and senior director of Enrollment 
Services at Georgia College. 

1999
Peggy Huber Brenner is employed 
as a high school art teacher at Rome 
City Schools in Rome, Ga. She said 
her time at Siena Heights “was the  
best possible investment in my fu- 
ture.” She credited former SHU Edu-
cation faculty member Dee Crane 
for helping her complete her degree. 

“Now some 14+ years later I have a 
career and I can stand on my 2 feet! 
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!”

2006
Jennifer Compton is currently 
employed as the director of Pub-
lic Relations at Adrian College. 
Previously, she had been the assis-
tant director and director of Career 
Planning at the college, and was 
also previously employed as the 
Downtown Development Authority 
coordinator with the City of Adrian. 
She also competes in regional and 
national horse shoes with her  
two quarter horses, and has won  
a number of titles. In 2013, she  
had the NQPA Pony of the Year.  
She resides in Blissfield, Mich.

2010

Emily Parr Fortenbacher played 
the part of Marilyn Monroe (above) 
in the world premiere production  
of “Marilyn’s Kennedy” in May 2014 
at the Dog Story Theater in Grand 
Rapids, Mich. A member of the 
University Wits Theater Company, 
she played the lead actress in the 
drama based on the historical affair 
between former President John F. 
Kennedy and Monroe. 

Nelson “Spike” Holliday is teach-
ing mathematics at Port Clinton 
(Ohio) High School where he also is 
the assistant varsity baseball coach.  
He resides in Port Clinton.

2011
Timothy Beehler is currently 
the college pastor at the 1Mosaic 
Church in Adrian, Mich, running the 
College Life events at Siena Heights. 
He is an adjunct instructor at 
Lourdes University in Sylvania, Ohio, 
and will have a paper published in 
the fall 2014 edition of the Theta 
Alpha Kappa Journal of Theology. 
He also recently presented a paper 
at the College Theological Society’s 
annual convention. He and his wife, 
Jenna, reside in Tecumseh, Mich.

DEATHS
Alumni 
Jean Sheteron O’Reilly ’47
Sister Marjorie Delaplane, OP ’49
Sister Jean Denomme, OP ’55
Sister Leona King, OP ’55
Sister Alice Lacina, OP ’55
Sister Bernadette Dwyer, OP ’57
Judith Lavelle ’58
Sister Celeste Bourke, OP ’59
Sister Leona Bruck, OP ’64
Martha Burdick ’65
Sister Mary Dewey, OP ’66
Janet Walter Klein ’70
Kathleen Biddinger Vrooman ’70
Cindy Lynn Doyle ’72
Thomas Gabriels ’78
Janis Allan ’83
Scott McNamara ’91
Catherine Williams Ziebell ’01
Corrie Grasley Thornburgh ’07

Friends
Mary Brigham—College for Pro-	
	 fessional Studies faculty member.
Glenn Crane—Former theater 	
	 faculty member.

Obituary
Judith Lavelle 

’58 of Lakewood, 
OH, the longest-
serving member 
in the history of 
the Siena Heights 
Alumni Board, 
died peacefully 

and unexpectedly in her sleep July 8, 
2014.  Judy’s ties with Siena Heights 
began with her years as a boarding 
student at St. Joseph Academy, grad-
uating in 1954. Immediately enrol-
ling at Siena, she earned a degree  
in history and went on to a career as 
an elementary school teacher. She 
joined Siena’s Alumni Board in 1962 
and remained on the board for four 
decades, including 20 years as 
secretary and a term as President, 
during which she led the Alumni 
Association into the 21st century.  
A devoted Catholic, Judy became  
an Adrian Dominican Associate  
and received the St. Dominic Award  
from the SHU Alumni Association in 
1989. She is survived by her sister, 
Elizabeth Lavelle, a Sister of St. 
Joseph (Rocky River, OH).

Glenn Crane Remembered 
for Work at Croswell, Siena
Editor’s Note: This edited article is reprinted with permission by the Adrian Daily Telegram.
By Arlene Bachanov—Daily Telegram Special Writer.

A man devoted to the history of theater, a dynamic teacher 
who made sure his students and those he directed onstage 
paid attention to the details, and a person who was 
constantly teaching, both in and out of the classroom. 

Those are only some of the ways Glenn Crane’s former stu-
dents and theatrical colleagues have described him in the 
days since his Sept. 1 death in Florida, where he and his  
wife, Alice, were living in retirement. 

Crane was part and parcel of Lenawee County’s theatrical 
community for years as a professor of theater at what is now 
Siena Heights University and at the Croswell Opera House. 

One of the countless theater people whose lives Crane touched over his years in Adrian was 
Mark DiPietro, who today is the chairman of SHU’s Division of Visual and Performing Arts as 
well as a longtime Croswell actor and director. 

“In 1975, I’d never heard of Adrian,” said DiPietro, who grew up in Livonia. But then he 
came to the Croswell’s production of “The Music Man,” in which Crane played Professor 
Harold Hill (photo below). 

“I thought he was great,” DiPietro said. And, when DiPietro enrolled in Siena Heights’ 
theater program a few years later, Crane became his adviser and mentor in addition to 
directing him in both SHU and Croswell productions. 

“He taught me the patience of being an actor,” DiPietro said. “I learned that (acting) doesn’t 
come easy, that you’ve got to work hard.”

“He always was a strong advocate of doing the very best you can do in every aspect of 
theater,” said Doug Miller, also a professor of theater at SHU who was a student of Crane’s 
before eventually joining the theater faculty himself and becoming Crane’s colleague. 
Crane’s philosophy, Miller said, was to always “shoot for the highest and don’t accept  
the average.” 

“He was dynamic; energizing; exciting to work with; very, very intelligent; creative; hard-
working,” Miller continued. “He inspired a lot of students, and he pushed a lot of them, 
including me. …He was a great man.” 

“He was a fine actor and a wonderful director, just brilliant,” said Trudy McSorley, who  
for many years was part of SHU’s theater faculty. “And he loved the Croswell.” 

To McSorley, Crane and another legendary member of the SHU theater faculty, Sister Therese 
Craig, made a unique contribution to the lives of their students and, therefore to Siena 
Heights overall. “Glenn was a scholar. … He and Therese had a passion for making sure 
theater history was taught in their classes,” she said. “That was huge, because it set us  
apart as a small, Catholic college doing theater—students were prepared really well to  
go on to graduate school.” 

Like her colleagues, McSorley remembers Crane as someone to whom “the little things” 
of doing theater were important — “what an actor does as part of his character. And 
because he was such a scholar of theater, he knew what was appropriate for that character. 
And it was always in an understated way, never over the top, because that way you make 
audiences dig a little deeper, think a little more.” 

And, McSorley said, her former colleague was one of those people who always had some-
thing to teach others. “He was always a teacher,” she said. “Whether he was directing a 
show, or in the classroom, he was always teaching.” u



           LOOKING 
AHEAD!

December 2, 2014—SW Michigan Alumni Holiday Event (St. Joseph)

March 11, 2015—Chiodini-Fontana Ethics Lecture (Main Campus) 
		  “Walk In Their Shoes” with Jim Ziolkowski

March 28, 2015—Alumni Dinner&Theater Event (Main Campus) 
		  Featuring: “Chicago” directed by Mark DiPietro

May 2, 2015—Undergraduate Kente Ceremony (Main Campus)

May 2, 2015—Commencement: College for Professional Studies  
		  (Main Campus)

May 3, 2015—Commencement: College of Arts & Sciences  
		  (Main Campus)

May 9, 2015—Commencement: Graduate College (Main Campus) 
		  And Graduate Kente Ceremony

Alumni News

 “Good Luck, Freshmen!”
Words of Wisdom and Welcome

Last spring, members of the 2014 
reunion classes—graduates in years 
ending in “4” or “9”—were invited 
to jot an encouraging message on a 
post-it note that would be given to an 
incoming freshman.  When the mailing 
went out, we wondered: Would anyone 
respond?  The answer was yes—and 
every note received was posted on a 
first-year student’s residence hall door. 
The responses were enthusiastic and 
heartwarming, and came from alumni 
ranging from the Class of ’59 to new 
graduates of 2014. 

With thanks to all contributors, here is  
a brief sampling of alumni advice:

•	“You’ve chosen the best!” 
—Dolores Slosar, OP ’59

•	  “Good luck—and don’t be afraid  
to step out of your comfort zone!” 
—Christine Hardy ’14

•	  “Be your authentic self as you  
nourish your mind and spirit.” 
—Rene Boey ’89

•	“Don’t let not knowing what you’re 
doing hold you back. Learn as you go.” 
—Angela Bidlack ’64

•	“Work hard and never give up.” 
—Charles Frey ’14

•	“Do more than belong; participate.” 
—Karen Johnson ’04

•	“Professors will challenge you to 
succeed, not to fail. Everything has  
a purpose.”—Karin Schroer ’94

•	  “Explore beyond what is expected  
of you.”—Lorenzo Cristaudo ’14

•	“Welcome to a great University!” 
—Jeanne Mosley ’59.

Stay In Touch!
Send us your notes, photos, emails and 
phone calls. We welcome updates from 
graduates of all SHU locations.

Call (800) 693-0506, snail mail to:  
Siena Heights Alumni Office,1247 E. 
Siena Heights Dr., Adrian, MI 49221  
or email alumni@sienaheights.edu.

2014-15 Alumni Association 
Board of Directors
President—Mary Small Poore  ’76 
Vice President—Katie Hatch ’07 
Secretary—Carlene Staton ’06 
Past President—Michael Kirk Lane ’05

Mary Beaubien, OP ‘55 
Dory Garcia Bryant ‘88 
Marcus Carter ’12 (Southfield)
Manuel Hoskins III ’03, ’06  
	 (Monroe, Southfield)
Ashley Nelson Hudson ’05, ‘08
Christopher Hudson ‘07
Tonya Jackson-Wilson ’09 (Southfield)
Tracey Ladd ‘93
Todd Marsee ‘94
Bethany McCaulley ‘06
Douglas Miller ’74, ‘83
JoAnn Curtin Monaghan ‘65
Michael Morgan ‘83
Gerald Peterson ’01 (Lansing)
Jacob Pifer ‘03
Wendy Kirkbride Rusie ‘99
Carlene Staton ‘06

Student Representative—Matt Robinet 
Faculty Representative—Dr. Julius Nagy

alumni news

It’s never too early to think about your legacy.

To learn how you can leave a lasting legacy that will impact the lives of others, call (800) 693-0506 or email at advancement@sienaheights.edu

I have been blessed by being able to attend Siena Heights 
University. My time at Siena was an experience filled 
with love and respect. I am proud to be a member of 
the Heritage Society and am so happy to have created 
a legacy that will give others the chance to experience a 
place that means so much to me. God bless Siena!

— Mary O’Toole ’78
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Column

from the alumni association
Harness Your Potential

I have had the privilege of participating in the SHU First Year Experience (FYE) dinner-and- 
book discussion for the past four years. Annually, FYE students are instructed to read a particular 
book over the summer and write a paper in response. During Welcome Week, the students meet in  
a faculty home with their FYE instructor to share dinner and their thoughts on the book. Alumni  
have been invited to participate the past several years—and this is one of my favorite alumni activi-
ties. Not only do I feel like a college student again () but this experience re-energizes my faith in 
younger generations. These students give me so much hope for the future! They never fail to impress 
me with their thoughts, insights and energy. This year was no exception. It also warmed my heart to 
see their interest in meeting me and hearing my alumni story. They recognized that many alumni 
have given time, talent and treasure to make Siena Heights the university it is today. I have never 
heard so much gratitude from incoming students. I was humbled.

I share this because I want you to know the difference you can make in the lives of our current  
and prospective students. Try something simple like wearing alumni gear in your community or  
using a Siena coffee mug in your office; you’ll be surprised at the conversations you spark and the 
SHU ambassador you become. You could serve as an active Alumni Association Board member, com-
ing to campus several times a year to promote activities that engage alumni with their alma mater. 
You might connect with former faculty or staff and offer to be a mentor to current students, or speak 
to a class about how Siena Heights has influenced your experience, personally and professionally. 
Perhaps, as you look to hire someone, you would consider contacting the SHU Career Development 
Office—where you might find that graduating senior who is a perfect fit for your business. 

You don’t need to be nearby to get involved. This past summer, alumni from graduating classes 
ending in ‘04 or ’09 (our Homecoming anniversary classes) received a small packet of Siena Heights 
“Post It” notes, with an invitation to write a welcoming message or two and return the notes to  
campus. The messages were posted in dorm rooms so that new students would feel a little more  
“at home” upon arrival. Greetings and notes of encouragement included: “Welcome to a great uni-
versity,” “My prayers and good wishes for a good beginning and all through your time at Siena and 
beyond,” “Focus on your tasks one day at a time,” “Live your best; Siena will do the rest.” These  
wishes came from all over the country and as far away as Puerto Rico. What a wonderful way for 
alumni around the globe to stay connected to the University and its students.

I also encourage you to consider regular financial contributions to the University at a level that  
is right for you. Even the smallest gifts, when multiplied, can bring about monumental change on 
campus. I was amazed that the freshmen knew all about Siena’s recent growth and development,  
both in buildings and in programs. Many students cited these changes as reasons for choosing  
Siena. And having heard their comments, I feel more committed than ever to continue financially 
supporting the University. Our students truly appreciate all that has been done for them. If I didn’t 
realize it before, I realized it that night. Several even commented they were going to “make their  
millions” after graduation so they could give back, in gratitude for what those before them had  
done to make their current education possible. They have noticed!

The title of the book that I and the FYE students read this year is The Boy Who Harnessed the  
Wind. It’s an inspiring true story about starting small and making great things happen. I encourage 
you to harness your potential…and do whatever you can to share your time, talents and treasures 
with our students. What an investment! 

Blessings,

Mary Small Poore ’76 
President—Alumni Association 

Board of Directors

find us on facebook—search for shu alumni
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Siena Heights University Offers 
Master of Arts Degrees in: 

• Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

• Teacher Education 

• Organizational Leadership 

• Higher Education Leadership 

• Health Care Leadership 

• Educational Leadership: Principal 

Specialist of Arts degree in:

• Educational Leadership

OPPORTUNITY
Graduate College

Unleash Your Potential

“World view really matters to me and  
I love the fact that Siena Heights Univer-
sity endeavors to teach an ethical edu-
cation to all students. It equips me with 
the tools that I need to really make a 
difference in the lives of  students that  
I work with everyday!”

— Mary Stephens
Higher Education Leadership Student

What makes us different . . .

Contact us today!
phone: (877) 438 –1596  |  email: graduatecollege@sienaheights.edu

www.sienaheights.edu/graduate

Now accepting new students!


