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Column

Going for the Gold at Siena 
Heights University

We all had the opportunity to view the 
Olympic Games this past summer. Whether 
you are inclined toward athletics or not, one has 
to admire the human spirit demonstrated by so 
many of the athletes.  

How about the runner from South Africa 
who had two amputated legs as a child who  
ran and qualified for the semifinals in one of  
the races?

Or how about the male gymnast who 
wanted to win so he could make a better life for 
his family?

And what about the African woman who 
ran and hoped to be successful so that she could 
support her village?

The Olympics are much more than athletic 
events. They are stories of people’s lives and their 
will to be the best they can be – for a variety 
of different reasons. Some nights I just sat and 
watched the television and wondered: what mo-
tivated these athletes to do what they do? Some 
may think that many are just in it for the prestige 
and the money. For some, that may be very true. 
But there is so much more. 

Each athlete has a story that is most mean-
ingful. The human spirit rises to the occasions  
in which it finds itself. 

I find that same spirit here at Siena Heights. 
We are also on a journey of “going for the gold,” 
and we need to know what motivates us. What 
keeps us on the course for success? What inhib-
its us at times? How do we relate to others on 
the same journey with us? How do we want to 
be in the future as we achieve success?  
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These are questions that we must constantly 
ask ourselves as individuals and as a University. 
The glue that holds it all together is our mission. 
The Olympic athletes were on a mission, and we 
at Siena Heights University are also on a mission. 
We will have setbacks here and there, but overall 
if we are true to our mission and continue to live  
our Dominican way of life at Siena, then we have 
already succeeded and only good things can 
come from that success.  

Our success is measured by the positive  
influence we can have on our students and on 
each other, thus making our world a better place. 
We need to spend our energy on the students 
who are with us this year. We must challenge 
them, encourage them, walk with them on their 
journey and bring the best out of them on all 
levels, emotionally, intellectually, physically  
and spiritually. 

This is who we are. This is who we are con-
stantly called to be. For we are a University that 
professes faith, lives hope and expresses love  
in all that we do. May this year hold countless  
blessings for us! 

God bless us all!

Sister Peg Albert, OP, PhD 
President
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Pole vaulter Lenzey Stidham ’13 and biology 
researchers Lauren Coe ’12 and Jared Pirkle ’12 
prove that Siena Heights University develops 
champions on the field and off. Stidham won 

the NAIA pole vault national championship  
last spring while Coe took first place and Pirkle 

third in the Beta Beta Beta national biology 
research conference in Puerto Rico in May.  
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Column

What Can You Do for Siena 
Heights University?

I recently had a chance to meet with our 
Alumni Association Board at its annual retreat. 
Meetings are not an unusual occurrence for 
someone in my position. As director of Market-
ing, I often have to sit down with various indi-
viduals, groups, committees and organizations 
on campus. In fact, I sometimes think I spend 
more times in meetings than anything else I  
am involved with at the University. But it’s the 
nature of the position.

And, honestly, most of the time these meet-
ings focus on what I – or my office – can do for 
them. Maybe it’s a brochure. Or a press release. 
Or a web site change. Or a photo. And that’s fine. 
Besides, that’s what we’re here for – to serve, pro-
mote, support and advance the University. 

•	 Come back to campus every once in a while. 
Our campus has changed quite a bit in the last 
few years, but the essence remains the same. We 
are proud of what we are doing here, and we 
want you to experience it! 
•	 Hire a Siena Heights graduate. Are you an 
employer? If so, we may have someone for you. 
Connect with our Career Services Office when 
you have a job opening. Developing that em-
ployment “pipeline” for our students helps them 
connect their education with their career goals. 
Talk about a “win/win!”
•	 Use our social media channels. Are you 
on Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIn? Have you 
downloaded our Android phone app? If so,  
we have established a solid presence there.  
Utilize it. We know people lead busy lives, and 
these options allow you to stay “plugged in” to 
your alma mater.
•	 Finally, let us know what you are doing.  
Our Class Notes section in the magazine always 
has room for another alumni update. We know  
it is one of the most popular sections of the mag-
azine, so drop us a note when you have good 
news to report. Who knows, you might be a 
feature in an upcoming edition.

Doug Goodnough 
Editor

Towards the end of my update to our alumni 
board, President Michael Lane had one final 
question for me, and one that I don’t get asked 
very often. He said, “What can we as alumni  
do for you?” 

Hmmm. That threw me for a bit of a loop.  
I didn’t have much time to ponder that question, 
but I came up with the best answer I had at the 
moment: to be an “ambassador” for your alma 
mater. Our graduates can represent the brand  
of Siena Heights to everyone they meet. That 
made sense. After all, that’s what someone in 
marketing is supposed to say, right?

However, that question lingered beyond  
that meeting as I thought a little more about 
some possible alternative answers. Just what  
can alumni do for me? That led me to an even 
better question: what can they do for Siena 
Heights University?

Of course, the “easy” answer is to give us  
your financial support. Being a nonprofit organi-
zation, fundraising is the key to keeping a Siena 
Heights education affordable and available for 
future generations. I hope you already know 
that, but if you want to learn more, I can put you 
in touch with someone from our Advancement 
Office who can explain all of our giving options.

But there are other ways to help Siena 
Heights. Here are just a few:
•	 Did you know we have a “Refer-A-Student” 
form on our web site? It takes just a minute or 
two to fill out and gives our enrollment people 
an excellent head start on recruiting a prospec-
tive student. Word-of-mouth is still one of the 
top ways we learn about new students. 
•	 Host or help with an alumni event in your 
area. Our Alumni Office schedules several 
events around the country to help our graduates 
reconnect to their institution. Having someone 
locally who can help make those connections is 
invaluable to making these events successful. 

Reflections Fall ’12
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from the heights

SHU Hosts 5th Annual 
Arts Speak Festival
On May 10, SHU hosted the 5th annual Arts 
Speak fine arts festival for Lenawee County 
high school students. This celebration in the 
arts brought approximately 400 top artists 
and musicians to campus (above) for a day of 
workshops and collaborative projects. The day 
featured a keynote from SHU alum Leslie Love.

SHU Professor Has 
Article Published

Siena Heights Assistant 
Professor of Philosophy Jeff  
Englehardt will have his 
article titled “Varieties of  
Multiple Antecedent Cause,”  
published in the September  
2012 journal of Acta 

Analytica. Acta Analytica is a peer-reviewed, 
international quarterly. The journal aims to 
promote a rigorous, argumentative approach  
in philosophy. 

Dinner Theater Event  
on the “Cutting Edge”

Theatre Siena and the 
Alumni Office co-hosted 
SHU alumni and friends on 
March 31 for an evening of 
dinner and drama, meat  
pies and music! This year’s 
dinner/theater event 

included a wine & cheese reception with 
entertainment by Barbershop Voices of Siena, 

Reflections Summer ’07—Be Bold. Think Higher.

an elegant dinner with dessert speaker Mark 
DiPietro discussing “Revenge Tragedy and 
the Theater of Blood: From Penny Dreadful to 
Broadway”, and the Theatre Siena production  
of the musical thriller “Sweeney Todd: The 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street.”

Business Division 
Awards Honors;  
Inducts New Members
The Business Administration division had 
its annual Sigma Beta Delta induction and 
honor awards ceremony in April. SHU alum 
Josh Burgett was the guest speaker and was 
also inducted into SBD. Those students to be 
honored were: Brittney Rhodes, Isaac Ashong, 
Kelly Ferguson, Kimberlee Conolly, Kelby Allen, 
Brett Kuebler, Darrell Gudenau and Mariann 
Weiss. Students inducted into the Sigma Beta 
Delta were: Ruben Becerra, Debra Blohm, Kyle 
Hanson, Christopher Schurr, Isaac Ashong, Nana 
Ampong, Roselinda Odhiambo, Austin Harper, 
Ashley Tillotson, Thomas Koomson, Nathaniel 
Snyder, Adam Schmaltz, Leslie Grob, Kaitlin 
Ludwig, John Lyszczyk and Derek Henning.

Peeradina Gives Poetry 
Reading in Pennsylvania
SHU Associate Professor of English Saleem 
Peeradina was invited to give a poetry reading 
at Gwynedd-Mercy College in Pennsylvania 
as part of the celebration of National Poetry 
Month. A book signing followed the reading. 
He also participated in a discussion on “Towards 
Global Community” in the honors class.
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Three Siena Heights 
Professors Retire from 
the Classroom
Siena Heights celebrated the professional lives 
of faculty members concluding their full-time 
careers at SHU on May 3. Siena Heights paid 
tribute to retiring art faculty members Barbara 
Cervenka, OP, and Deborah Danielson and 
English faculty member Daniel McVeigh. 

Professor of History 
Awarded Fellowship

Siena Heights faculty 
member Dr. Julieanna Frost 
was awarded a research 
fellowship at Hamilton 
College. She spent a month 
last summer working in 
its library with its Special 

Collections on Communal Societies.

SHU’s Bob Conlon Hosts 
CD Release Party
Siena Heights graphic design faculty member 
Robert Conlon (below) hosted a release party 
for his new music CD, “Longing,” May 12 at the 
Boulevard Market in Tecumseh.

Campus News

SHU Representatives 
Travel to Vietnam for  
Curriculum Partnership
Last summer, SHU’s Kelly Cichy, Joy Garrow 
and Sally Rae traveled to Hanoi, Vietnam, for 
a three-week partnership/workshop with The 
Olympia Schools. They worked with Olympia’s 
faculty/students and administration on cur- 
riculum development and implementation of 
content delivery based on some of the American 
theorists. This was an attempt to best prepare 
their students for success in college and in life, 
as many of the attend colleges/universities in 
the U.S. Seen below are Kelly, Sally, Joy, and 
Olympia students attending Olympia’s prom.

Barbee Attends Seminar 
at Yale University

SHU English faculty member 
Dr. Matthew Barbee was 
chosen to attend a four-day 
seminar co-sponsored by 
the Gilder Lehrman Institute 
of American History and 
the Council of Independent 

Colleges. The seminar on “Slave Narratives” 
ran from June 10-13 at Yale University in New 
Haven, Conn., featured Dr. David W. Blight. 

University Launches 
“SHU Mobile” Android 
Cell Phone App

Siena Heights Univer- 
sity has ventured into  
the mobile communi-
cations realm, launch- 
ing a new Android 
app for smartphone 
users. The app features 
in-depth information 
for a variety of audi- 
ences, including 
current and prospective 

students, alumni, parents and faculty and staff. 
The app features categories like campus news, 
athletic news and events, campus locations and 
directions using Google Maps and a YouTube 
feed to view University videos. SHU Mobile is 
free and can be downloaded on your Android 
phone at the Google Play Store.
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Campus News

Kusisto Accepted Into 
Geriatric Nursing 
Excellence Group

Siena heights Nursing fac- 
ulty member Kelli Kusisto 
was accepted as a year-long 
participant into the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota Hartford 
Center of Geriatric Nursing  
Excellence. She attended 

a week-long immersion with other nursing 
faculty from across the country, sharing inte- 
gration of geriatric content into baccalaureate 
nursing education. All faculty have regular 
interactions electronically across the academic 
year to share best practices in their courses.

SHU’s McNair Program 
Receives Funding for 
Five More Years
Siena Heights University announced it has 
received funding for the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate 
Achievement Program. Dr. Patricia Wallace, 
Ph.D., director of SHU’s McNair Scholars Pro- 
gram, said Siena Heights has been funded  
for five years. The institution  
will receive $246,000 in  
grant money per year.  
“This grant prepares low- 
income, first-generation  
and minority students  
for doctoral studies  
through involvement  
in research and other  
scholarly activities,”  
said Dr. Wallace of SHU’s  
McNair Program, which has  
been on the SHU Adrian  
campus since 1992.  

“The state of Michigan is fortunate to have 
excellent nursing education opportunities. 
Siena Nursing wants to direct admit students 
who are good thinkers! With an ACT of 24 or 
higher, a student can have a seat in the Siena 
Nursing program if he or she earns As and Bs 
here at Siena.” In addition, SHU Nursing is a 
second admit program, meaning students 
must apply at the start of their sophomore 
year of college to be accepted into the nursing 
program. Students must have a minimum 
cumulative 3.0 grade point average in all 
courses and a grade of an A or a B in all science 
courses to be considered for an automatic seat 
under the new direct admit program. Once 
admitted, students will be required to complete 
five semesters of nursing coursework before 
earning a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.

SHU and Lourdes Share 
Jamaican Service Trip
Five students from Siena Heights University and 
five students from Lourdes University discovered 
together how fortunate they are. While on a 
service trip last May to St. John Bosco School, 
high in the mountains of central Jamaica, they 
got a first-hand peak at real poverty. Bosco is a 
school and home for 160 Jamaican boys, and all 
have histories of abuse, neglect or delinquency. 
Most are brought there by the courts, and, 
according to Mercy Sister Susan Frazer, the 
administrator, “This is their last stop before 
prison.” She emphasizes the need for the boys 
to develop both self-discipline and sufficient 
job skills to find work once they leave Bosco—
usually at 17 or 18. 

To this end, older students have the opportunity 
to learn a trade, and, at Bosco, can master the 
skills of cooking, butchering or catering. As part 
of their program, the young cooks in training 
prepared and served supper to the volunteers 
each night. During the week, volunteers were 
engaged in a variety of tasks, including tutoring 
and reading or writing with the boys. They also 
organized and played games with them on the 
play field. They learned that the little pouch 
in each boy’s T-shirt, always tucked into his 
khaki shorts, was a sort of locker in which he 
kept treasures—a comb, a toothbrush, maybe 
a letter or two, a pencil. This was their only 
insurance against theft—one of the common 
reasons boys are brought to Bosco. 

Student volunteers from Siena Heights included 
Alan Marine and Deqorrie Whitman (below), 
Eric Gilbert, Aubrey Crosby and Andy Switzer. 

Joning the volunteers were Mercy Sister Pat 
Schnapp from SHU, Rachel Duff Anderson, 
Franciscan Sister Barbara Vano and Lourdes 
basketball coach Andre Smith. Sister Pat noted 
that the 9-day trip provides both an immersion 
experience in a different culture and an oppor- 
tunity to be of service in a concrete way. 

“It’s a win-win,” she says, “and we always get 
much more than we give.” Siena volunteer 
Aubrey Crosby said, “It was a great trip. Bosco 
gives those boys a home and a future.” But what 
the volunteers most enjoyed was the warm 
response to their friendship and interest in 
these troubled and needy boys. Would they  
go back again? “In a heartbeat,” said one. 

Gray Receives Honorary 
Doctorate from SHU

Former Siena Heights Board 
of Trustee member Gary 
Gray received an honorary 
doctorate during SHU’s 
annual Fall Academic Con- 
vocation on Sept. 6 in St.  
Dominic Chapel. As a prac- 

ticing physical therapist, Gray’s concern for the 
physical well-being of his patients led him to be 
an innovator. He developed a variety of pieces 
of equipment for rehabilitation and training 
that are used by thousands of clinicians every 
day. These innovations earned him the title 
“The Father of Function” in the physical therapy 
profession. He has presented seminars for more  
than 20 years, helping clinicians attend to a 
three-dimensional approach to treatment of 
mind, body, spirit as well as the three dimen- 
sions through which motion occurs. 

The American Physical Therapy Association 
presented him with the John Maley Lectureship 
Award, honoring individuals who have “made 
a recognized and significant contribution 
to physical therapy in the area of clinical 
practice” and “has acknowledged skills in the 
organization and presentation of written or 
oral communi-cation.” He has founded the Gray 
Institute to produce and distribute information 
related to Applied Functional Science. Gray’s 
contributions to the local community have 
been many and have had a focus on children. 
In addition to his support of youth basketball, 
he hosts the “Hot Rock” and “Girls of Summer” 
camps. He has been instrumental in the 3D-PT 
camps in conjunction with the Christian Family 
Centre and with the “Free to Play” initiative.
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Siena Heights Named a 
“Great College to Work 
For” by the Chronicle  
of Higher Education
Siena Heights University is one of the best 
colleges in the nation to work for, according 
to a new survey by The Chronicle of Higher 
Education. The results, released in The Chron- 
icle’s fifth annual report on The Academic 
Workplace, are based on a survey of more than 
46,000 employees at 294 colleges and univer- 
sities. In all, only 103 of the 294 institutions 
achieved “Great College to Work For” recognition 
for specific best practices and policies. In 
addition, Siena Heights was only one of two 
institutions in Michigan to be placed on the 
Honor Roll, with the University of Michigan 
being the other. Only 42 institutions nationwide 
earned this special recognition for being “the 
best of the best.” Those that make the Honor 
Roll are cited most often across all recognition 
categories. Siena Heights won honors in five 
categories this year:

•	 Collaborative governance  
•	 Confidence in senior leadership  
•	 Respect and appreciation  
•	 Supervisor or department chair relationship  
•	 Work/life balance

Great Colleges to Work For is one of the largest 
and most respected workplace-recognition 
programs in the country.

“We are excited to continue helping students 
go on to graduate school!” Siena Heights’ 
McNair Program enables scholars from both 
SHU and Adrian College to receive a yearly 
stipend, attend graduate school fairs, visit 
graduate school programs, prepare for and 
take the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) 
and complete admissions and financial aid 
applications for graduate school. In addition, 
students are assigned faculty mentors to help 
with research projects.

SHU Admissions and 
Nursing Announce New 
Direct Admit Program
Siena Heights University recently announced 
a new SHU Nursing Direct Admit program for 
those high school students who are interested 
in a career in nursing. SHU has established 
admission criteria for students to directly enter 
the SHU Nursing Program. Students who have 
an ACT score of 24 or higher and a B grade 
or above in high school science courses will 
be considered for the Direct Admit program. 
Students will also need to complete a successful 
drug screening and background check before 
admission to the nursing major. “Siena Nursing 
facilitates students to develop excellent clini- 
cal reasoning skills through application and 
analysis of nursing knowledge,” said SHU  
Director of Nursing Dr. Sue Idczak. “A high  
school graduate with an ACT of 24 or higher 
is typically a good critical thinker. I know high 
school students have many choices of where  
to attend nursing school.”

Scholars Reach  
Great Heights
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Campus Feature

Banding Together

SHU approved a marching band program  
in 2011, and this fall the band debuted during  
the Saints’ first home football game Aug. 25. 
King directs the marching bands as well as  
organizes the concert bands as a music faculty 
member at Siena Heights.

King said he is actively recruiting new band 
members. He hosted a Band Day for prospec-
tive high school students on Oct. 13 during the 
home football game against St. Xavier (Ill.).

“Scholarships are available for every member 
of the marching band,” King said. “Students  
who play brass, woodwind, piano and percus-
sion instruments are encouraged to audition, 
as well as students with color guard, dance or 
majorette experience.” u

The following are the other full-time faculty beginning the 
2012–13 academic year at Siena Heights:

Julie Barst—Assistant Professor of English
James Geistman Jr.—Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice
Karen Howatt—Instructor of Nursing
Lynn Klima—Instructor of Nursing
Natalie Lanese—Assistant Professor of Art
Milson Luce—Associate Professor of Biology
Patrick Mayer—Assistant Professor of Philosophy
Christy Mesaros-Winckles—Assistant Professor of English 
Julius Nagy—Assistant Professor of Chemistry
Sheila Nowinski—Assistant Professor of History
Lynne Townsend—Assistant Professor of Social Work
Sister Pat Walter, OP—Associate Professor of Religious Studies
Erin Zerbe—Assistant Professor of Art

Wes King Hired to  
Begin Band Program  
at Siena Heights

In June Siena Heights University hired Wes 
King to be its first director of Bands. 

King, a native of Memphis, Tenn., recently 
graduated from the University of Arkansas, 
where he earned his Master of Music Degree in 
Instrumental Conducting. During his time at 
Arkansas, he served as a graduate teaching as-
sistant, assisting and conducting the Razorback 
Marching Band, Hogwild Pep Band, concert 
bands, jazz ensemble and concert choir. 

King also attended Missis-
sippi State University, where he 
graduated magna cum laude with 
a bachelor’s degree in Music Edu-
cation. He was a member of the 
wind ensemble, marching band, 

pep bands, jazz band, chamber ensembles and 
performed with the Starkville-MSU Symphony. 
He was also a founding member of a MSU 
student organization that participated in many 
volunteer music programs promoting diversity 
in the community and surrounding schools. 

King previously served as the band director 
at Taylorsville (Tenn.) High School, and also  
has worked with the marching program at  
the Southern Baptist Educational Center in 
Southaven, Miss.

Reflections Fall ’12
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Religious Studies Professor Earns the Respect of His 
Peers and Students as the 2012 Rice Award Winner

BELL RINGS TRUE 
AT SHU

Dr. Ian Bell is more to his students than a professor.  
He is a confidant, a role model, a leader, a mentor and a friend. 
As the 2012 winner of the Sister Eileen Rice Award for Outstand-

ing Teaching, the chair of the Humanities Division and associate pro-
fessor of Religious Studies was recognized for his exceptional teach-
ing methods and his incomparable commitment to his students. 

By Austin Harper ’13—Student Writer
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All those above-mentioned attributes make 
him one of the most beloved faculty members 
at SHU.

The Sister Eileen Rice Award is presented to 
the professor who receives the most votes from 
students. Recommendations from faculty mem-
bers are also taken into consideration, and then 
a committee, which includes the prior award 
recipients, decides who is most deserving of the 
award. In the three previous years, winners of 
the award were Joe Raab, Jeffrey Lindstrom and 
Nick Kaplan.

Bell’s initial plan was to become a mechanical 
engineer, not a college professor. The Wiscon-
sin native began his studies at Michigan Tech 
University, but during his first year he started to 
reconsider that choice.

“My atheist friends questioned how I could 
be a Christian,” Bell said. “I started struggling 
with the doctrines of the incarnation and Trinity. 
I began focusing on faith rather than calculus, 
which resulted in academic problems.”

He transferred to the College of St. Scholas-
tica in Duluth, Minn., where he received a degree 
in youth ministry. He spent a year-and-a-half 
teaching in a parish in Minnesota as a youth  
minister but chose to continue his scholarly  
career. At the College of St. Catherine in St. 
Paul, Minn., he received his master’s degree.  
He later received his PhD in Religious Studies 
with an emphasis in systematic theology from 
Marquette University in Milwaukee, Wis. 

In 2003, began his teaching career at Mar-
quette as a graduate student. In 2007, he was 
hired at SHU, where he is in his sixth year.  
Bell also heads the annual Chiodini/Fontana 
Lecture Series on Ethics at Siena Heights, and 
has influenced curriculum development in 
religious studies and has continued to produce 
scholarly publications.  

Bell and his wife of 16 years, Melissa, and 
their 8-year-old son, Aidan, reside in Adrian.

“He is an even bigger Star Wars nerd than  
I am,” Bell said of his son. 

According to one of his students, Bell “radi-
ates his passion for theology to each student 
he teaches. ... His ‘tough but fair’ reputation has 
earned him the respect of everyone he teaches.”

Bell said he was surprised at winning the  
Rice Award. He assumed his reputation for be-
ing so demanding would inhibit any chance he 
had of ever receiving the award. 

When asked why he believed he won this 
year, Bell, laughing, said, “I guess it is because  
all the really good teachers already won it.”  

However, SHU Dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences Dr. Mark Schersten was not sur-
prised Bell had been nominated. 

“Ian certainly is demanding, but our business 
is educating students, and he takes it seriously, 
almost more than anyone I have ever known,” 
Schersten said.

Schersten was Bell’s division chair and su-
pervisor before he became dean. He said he was 
particularly impressed with Bell’s detailed lecture 
notes and the amount of work he put into help-
ing his students improve their writing skills. 

Bell accepts multiple rough drafts of papers 
from students so as to help them obtain the best 
grade possible. Until the due date, students are 
encouraged to rewrite their papers as often as 
they like. 

 “I remember seeing Ian in his office on some 
Friday afternoons when he did not have class,” 
Schersten said. “I would ask him why he was 
there and he would tell me ‘I am grading papers.’”

“His sheer dedication to students has made 
him rightly deserving of the honor.”

As the Rice Award recipient, Bell had the 
additional honor of making a keynote speech at 
the Sept. 6. Fall Academic Convocation. u

Outstanding Undergraduate Student Award— 
Seniors Mariann Weiss of Monroe, Mich., and  
Brianna Chrenko of Northville, Mich., earned  
the Outstanding Undergraduate Student Award. 
The Outstanding Undergraduate Student Award  
is the highest honor given to undergraduate  
students at SHU. Weiss graduated summa cum 
laude in May from SHU’s business administration 
program with an overall grade point average of 
3.86. Chrenko graduated in May summa cum  
laude from SHU’s special education program  
with an overall grade point average of 3.91.

Thomas A. Emmett Award  
(Outstanding Junior Scholar-Athlete)— 
Hannah Ulrich, Christopher Schurr

Team Academic Award—Women’s Golf

Division Outstanding Student Awards

Division of Business and Management— 
Darrell Gudenau, Mariann Weiss

Division of Computing, Mathematics, and the  
Sciences—Marcella Ehmann, Amanda Mitchell

Division of Humanities—Michelle Blackerby,  
Jeff Conolly

Division of Nursing—Pre-Licensure: Christopher 
Rising; RN-BSN: Cincerie King

Division of Social and Behavioral Sciences— 
Linda Pancone, Amy Wicker

Division of Visual and Performing Arts and  
Education—Ashliegh Allen, Brianna Chrenko

Graduate College Outstanding Student 
Awards—Education: Jessica Bailey-Sword;  
Leadership: Roseanne Mark;  
Counseling: Terricka Lewis

St. Catherine of Alexandria Medal— 
Brandon Bowers

Staff Excellence Award—Cheri Betz,  
Liesel Riggs ‘06

Jack Bologna Award for Innovative  
Teaching—Liliana Toader

Fred Smith Champion Award— 
Sister Pat Schnapp

Here is a Roundup 
of Some of the Other 
Awards from Last Spring’s 
Honors Convocation:
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 There are currently anywhere from 
25–75 disabled students at Siena Heights  
University. Learning and mobile disabilities, 
visual, hearing and cognitive impairments  
and autism, all of these and more are chal-
lenges among some of SHU’s most  
promising students. 

There may be the assumption that trials 
such as these greatly hinder these students; 
that they struggle day in and day out, barely 
passing classes. There may even be the per-
ception that they may never even be able  
enter into the workforce. 

According to Bob Ritz (left, middle), SHU’s 
learning specialist/ADA coordinator, this could 
not be further from reality. He said these stu-
dents are given every opportunity to succeed. 
First, they must have documentation of their 
disability and they must ask for the help. As 
long as they do this, he and SHU will provide 
any assistance the students require. 

“Enlarged textbooks, taped lectures, 
extended test times, I provide all of these ac-
commodations,” Ritz said. “A student with ADD 
may be distracted by a pencil being tapped on 
a desk or a page being turned. They can take 
their test in my office, free of distractions, to 
level the playing field.”

Though these students are given assis-
tance, he said they do not have it easy. Leaving 
counselors and constant parent support dur-
ing high school, college is an extremely differ-
ent experience.

“They have to do a lot on their own,”  
Ritz said.

Students with documented disabilities  
usually meet with Ritz for only their first year, 
but he has had some students who have  
been in contact with him all four years  
until graduation.

“These students graduate because of their 
hard work and perseverance,” Ritz said. “They 
are not afraid to get help and they make it.  
I find them outstanding.”

Blind Ambition
A prime example of one of these outstand-

ing students is Tiffany Swoish. 
Swoish, a junior criminal justice major, 

has ocular albinism, an inherited condition in 
which the eyes lack melanin pigment, result-
ing in low vision. Her vision is 20/80, and she  
is considered legally blind.

“I was born with it, so I didn’t really have  
to get used to anything,” she said. “I take notes 
by listening instead of reading the board. I also 
have enlarged textbooks.”

SHU Disabled Students Don’t Let Physical 
Obstacles Get in the Way of Success

Reflections Fall ’12

Overcoming the 
                               Odds . . .

Campus Feature

By Austin Harper ’13—Student Writer



“I believed that since these women (Adrian 
Dominican Sisters) are the founders of the 
school, it would be wonderful to have some 
interaction between them and the students,” 
she said of the Adopt a Sister group. “Last year 
we visited about 27 Sisters. I just wish there 
was someone to take it over when I graduate.”

Swoish has also entered numerous art 
competitions, and has had her art – mainly 
macro photography and graphic design— 
exhibited in Australia, the U.S. Capitol building, 
on billboards in Florida, Pennsylvania and all 
over Michigan.

Swoish has a blog recounting her internship 
at www.aapdinterns.blogspot.com.

Going Places
Another student who has carved out a  

successful presence on campus is Vijay Caplon. 
Most everyone on the Adrian campus has 

seen him in the lower level of the Science 
Building zooming in and out of classrooms 
and hallways in his electric wheelchair. But not 
many, according to Caplon, have really gotten 
to know him. 

“I’m actually kind of a private person,” he 
said. “You can’t get much out of me.”

Caplon, who has very limited use of his 
arms and legs, is a second-year senior math 
major and transfer student from Jackson Com-
munity College. When he graduates, he hopes 
to go into law, advocating for the disabled.  
He would eventually like to start a non-profit 
business. He is adopted, as are his six siblings. 

“We are from all over the place: Texas, 
Detroit, Arizona,” he said. “One of my brothers 
and I were born in India. I lived there for eight 
years. I was in and out of a lot of orphanages.” 

He said his adopted mother encouraged 
him to rely on himself for many things.

“She would stick me in the bathroom  
and tell me ‘good luck,’ ” Caplon said. “I had to 
learn how to do things on my own. My mom  
is awesome.” 

Caplon has thrived at Siena Heights and 
has even started Disability Awareness Week.

“Monday and Tuesday we have tables 
around campus with literature explaining 
different disabilities,” he said. “Wednesday is 
wheelchair hockey, which is amazing. Thursday 
there is a guest speaker and Friday is the Eat 
with a Disability Dinner. People have to eat 
blind, deaf, with no hands, to see what it is 
really like.”

Caplon’s other activities include being the 
vice president of the Math Club, president of 
S.H.U.G.G.(Siena Heights University Gamers 
Guild) member of the Student Veterans group 
and tutoring in the Math Cave. 

“I am also going to take people on a wheel-
chair tour of the school as part of disability 
awareness,” he said. “They can see how I have 
to get around.”

When asked about how he had to over-
come his disability, he said, “I don’t believe in 
disabilities. You are your only disability. If you 
tell yourself you have one, you have one.”

He certainly has proven this to be true: 
Caplon has been spotted going to local eater-
ies, the mall, all over Adrian in his wheelchair, 
which goes 10 miles per hour at top speed. 

“I go everywhere in this thing!” he said. u

Swoish said she does not allow her visual 
impairment to have an effect on her success. 
Late last year she applied for an internship 
geared especially for disabled students. 

“I was notified in February that I had been 
accepted,” she said. “Then I was interviewed 
twice for placement purposes. Because of my 
interest in criminal justice, I was placed with 
a lobbyist group in (Washington) D.C. I was 
involved with the Walmart (in) federal govern-
ment relations. I was their only intern.”

She had the opportunity to lunch with 
congressmen, assisted on a lobbying team, 
attended a congressional hearing, conducted 
important research and attended fundraisers. 
Swoish also had a large role in a project de-
termining the hiring policies for ex-offenders 
(anyone with a criminal record). 

Her mentor during the internship was a 
congressional spouse. 

“She was really nice to work with,” Swoish 
said. She was best friends with (Republican 
vice presidential candidate) Paul Ryan and she 
was able to give me and my parents a tour of 
the White House. I got to go twice!”

She said the internship has opened many 
doors for her.

“Before, I really wanted to go into law. But 
now I want to move to D.C. when I graduate 
and maybe do more in lobbying, perhaps 
something in political science. The internship 
was the best experience of my life,” she said.

As if that were not remarkable enough, 
Swoish is a tutor in the SHU Writing Center.  
She started a group on campus her freshman 
year called Adopt a Sister. 
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Head of 
the Class
 National championships are usually 

associated with athletic competition, but Siena 
Heights University recently had a national 
champion in the classroom.

Recent Siena Heights University graduates 
Lauren Coe and Jared Pirkle each won national 
biology awards for their presentations at the 
national Beta Beta Beta Biological Honors 
Society research conference in May in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

Coe, a native of Perrysburg, Ohio, earned 
the first place Frank Brooks Award in ecology 
for her presentation on the effects of leaf color 
on the landing choice, egg-laying preference and 
larval growth of the cabbage white butterfly. 

“I was hoping I would be able to place in 
nationals,” Coe said of the honor. “I was not feel-
ing well. I was calm and relaxed and I guess that 
helped. We were really surprised I came in first.  
It was just a bonus.”

Coe is only the second Siena Heights stu-
dent to earn a first place at the national biology 
conference. Billy Houghteling also received the 
honor in 1996. 

 “Why female butterflies prefer to lay their 
eggs on certain plants, but not others, has 
puzzled biologists for over a century,” said SHU 
Professor of Biology Dr. Jun Tsuji, who guided 
and supervised Coe’s research. 

“The prevailing  
thought is that the females  
choose to lay eggs on plants  
that are the most suitable for  
the growth of their offspring.  
Lauren’s research results, however, suggest  
that female butterfly behavior may not always  
be for the benefit of her offspring.”

Coe said she tested the butterflies on three 
different colors of plants: green, yellow and  
variegated. “I found that the females preferred  
to lay their eggs on the green plants,” Coe said  
of her findings. 

Biology Students Earn National Research Awards
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However, when it came to the larvae, there 
was no discernible difference in their weight, 
suggesting plant color did not affect growth  
and development patterns.

“The larvae just like to eat. They were all 
equal weight,” Coe said.

Coe credits Dr. Tsuji, who guided through 
more than two years of research on her project. 

“He was a great guidance to me and gave  
me a lot of tips and suggestions,” Coe said.  
“And the editing is still going. We’re still trying  
to get (the research) published. Jun’s even con-
tinuing experiments.”

Pirkle, a native of Deerfield, Mich., earned 
the third place John Johnson Award in organis-
mal biology for his poster presentation on the 
circadian activity of the house mouse.

“I’ve always been really fascinated with sleep 
studies, and this was a roundabout way to ap-
proach this topic,” Pirkle said. “They’ve used the 
house mouse before in other research. They were 
easy enough to use and I had the resources where 
I could pull a sleep study together.”

Pirkle was able to kind of quantify the rug-
gedness of the pacemaker, or the biological 
clock that orchestrates light and dark cycles.  
He was then able to graph that out and compare 
to human behavior. “We’re very similar to mice 
in a lot of ways,” Pirkle said. 

Pirkle’s research was guided and supervised 
by SHU Professor of Biology Dr. Carl Kaster. 

“Most organisms, including humans, have 
an internal circadian clock that anticipates daily 
environmental changes, such as day and night,” 
Kaster said. “Mice use their internal clocks to 
regulate their behavior, so that they rest during 
the day and are active in the evening. Jared ex-
perimentally manipulated the length of the dark 
phase in a 24-hour cycle of light and darkness 
and discovered that these conditions signifi-
cantly affected the wheel-running activity of  
the mice.”

“Carl has truly been fantastic,” Pirkle said. 
“He gives back what you put into it, and that’s 
what I appreciate the most. I made sure that my 
effort would always match his. That’s all I can 
really expect from a professor.”

Coe and Pirkle, who each received a bach-
elor’s degree in biology in May, were one of  
more than 300 students from 52 colleges and 
universities who presented at the conference.  
An 11-member delegation from SHU’s Xi 
Omega chapter of Beta Beta Beta attended  
the national conference. 

This fall, Coe is starting medical school at  
the Kent State College of Podiatric Medicine, 
while Pirkle is entering the Doctor of Physical 
Therapy program at Andrews University. u

Recent SHU biology graduates and national award winners, Jared Pirkle and  
Lauren Coe, pose with SHU Professors of Biology Dr. Carl Kaster (far left) and  
Dr. Jun Tsuji (far right).
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Lloyd Carr Travels to 
Siena Heights Campus
The Siena Heights football team had a special 
guest this fall when former University of Michi- 
gan football coach Lloyd Carr visited practice. 
Carr, who guided the Wolverines to a national 
championship in 1997, was inducted into the 
College Football Hall of Fame last year. Carr 
was able to provide some feedback to the SHU 
coaching staff as well as visit with longtime 
friend, SHU head coach Jim Lyall. Carr finished 
his visit by talking to the team before the Saints’ 
first game against Robert Morris (below). 

Track and Field

Women: Lenzey Stidham won the women’s 
pole vault (below) at the NAIA national cham- 
pionships with a vault of 12 feet, 7 1/2 inches. 
Brianna Nordby was seventh in the javelin with 
a distance of 140-7 to also earn All-American 
honors. Phoenix Duncan, just a freshman, 
was second in the women’s high jump to earn 
All-American honors. She was also second in the 
indoor national meet and is the school record 
holder. Stidham (pole vault) and Duncan (high 
jump), each won events and Taylor Byron set 
a school record in the shot put as the women 
placed second at the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference outdoor championships. Byron was 
also named the meet’s Most Valuable Performer 
after scoring 24 points. She recorded a throw 
of 43 feet, 7.75 inches in the shot put and was 
third in the discus. Stidham took the pole vault 
(11-11.75) and Duncan the high jump (5-7.75). 
Cassie Keeping, a junior, and seniors Lyndsay 
Payne and Morgan Choszczyk were each named 
Daktronics NAIA Scholar-Athletes.Bowling

Men: Rich DePalma and the men’s 4x400 relay 
each finished second at the NAIA national 
outdoor championships to cap off an impressive 
effort. DePalma lost in a “vault off” to finish 
second in the men’s pole vault, while the 4x400  

relay of Ryan McElyea, Anton Darby, Logan 
Moore and Doug Dawson clocked in at 3 
minutes, 10.86 seconds – a new school record 
– to place second in the nation and also earn 
All-American recognition. Others earning 
All-American honors included Brett Smith in  
the marathon (seventh, 2:34.43.3), Logan 
Moore in the 110 hurdles (fourth, 14.36), Calvin 
Sullins in the decathlon (eighth, 6,480 points) 
and Will Hinton in the discus (eighth, 49.59 
meters). Sullins’ effort was a school record.  
The host Saints also dominated the competition 
at Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
outdoor championships, winning several 
events and breaking three school records in the 
process. Sullins led the way, scoring 22 points 
to be named the Most Valuable Performer. 
The 4x400 relay of Anton Darby, Logan Moore, 
Ryan McElyea and Doug Dawson earned the 
Most Outstanding Performance, winning their 
event in a then-school record time of 3 minutes, 
12.29 seconds. Ryan Hopson set a school record 
in winning the triple jump (47-7.25) and tied 
another by taking the long jump (24-3.75). 
Other event winners were Dawson in the 400 
(47.44), Chris Schurr in the pole vault (16-0.75), 
Moore in the 110 hurdles (14.44), Jesiah 
Rodriguez in the 1500 (3:53.63) and Justin 
Bateson in the 5000 (15:26.12).  

Seniors Dawson and Kyle Armstrong and junior 
Chris Schurr earned Daktronics NAIA Scholar-
Athlete recognition.

Baseball

The SHU Saints won 4-3 with two outs in the 
bottom of the ninth on a single up the middle 
by Kyle Benschoter to beat Indiana Tech, the 
top seed and ranked 21st in the nation, in the 
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference baseball 
tournament championship (above right). Lefty 
Matt King tossed nine innings of four-hit ball 
and allowed just one earned run. Siena Heights 
won its first conference tournament title 
since 1994 and advanced to the NAIA national 
tournament. The Saints (33-25) then completed 
one of the most successful seasons in the 
program’s history by placing third at the NAIA 
bracket in Daytona Beach, Fla. SHU defeated 
Southern Poly (Ga.) 8-4 for the second time in 
as many days before falling to second seed and 
15th ranked Auburn-Montgomery 9-8 in the 
loser’s bracket final. Fifth seed Siena Heights 
defeated Southern Poly (Ga.) 3-1 in the opener 
before losing to eighth-ranked and top seed 
and host Embry-Riddle 2-0. Senior shortstop 
Cory Lehman was named the Wolverine-Hoosier 
Athletic Conference Player of the Year as three 
Saints landed on the conference first team. 
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Saints Second in WHAC 
Directors Cup standings
	          The Saints finished 32nd in 
 	                  the final NAIA Learfield           
                                               Sports Directors Cup  
                                                  standings. The cup  
                                          was developed as a joint  
                                effort between the National 
Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics 
and USA Today. Points are awarded based on 
each school’s finish in up to 12 sports—six 
women’s and six men’s. Siena Heights earned 
the second highest score in the Wolverine-
Hoosier Athletic Conference, with Indiana  
Tech finishing 22nd overall.
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Lehman batted .377 with 19 doubles, five 
triples, two home runs and 11 stolen bases. 
He has a whopping .475 on-base percentage 
and was also named an honorable mention 
NAIA All-American. Senior third baseman Brett 
Howard and senior pitcher Corey Alexander 
were the other first team honorees. Howard  
led the team with 40 RBI and 23 doubles to 
go with a .308 average and four home runs. 
Alexander led the WHAC in innings pitched 
and was 8-4 with a 1.96 earned run average. 
Lehman and Alexander were also each named 
to the WHAC’s and NAIA’s Gold Glove Teams, 
with senior Brett Kuebler, junior Dan Abbott, 
junior Jake Sperry and junior Kyle Benschoter 
receiving honorable mention all-conference. 
Josh White and Lehman also earned academic 
all-conference honors, with Sperry chosen as 
the Champions of Character recipient. It was 
also the first season for the Saints on their new 
field. A special “Baseball Bash” was held in April 
to celebrate the new stadium, which features  
an artificial turf infield. Coach John Kolasinski 
also recorded his 400th career victory during  
the memorable 2012 campaign.

Softball

Sophomore Katie O’Hotzke was named to the 
NAIA All-America first team in softball. O’Hotzke 
earned her spot as a designated player. She 
batted .346 with 14 doubles, three home runs 
and 36 RBI and was 11-15 with a 2.61 ERA, 
22 complete games and 111 strikeouts on the 
mound. O’Hotzke is just the fourth Saint to earn 
All-America honors—and the second to earn 
first team honors. Tanya Dickerson was named 
first team in 1995. Also, senior Brittney Rhodes 
and juniors Tonya Berta and Jessica Lampkowski 
were each named Daktronics NAIA Scholar-
Athletes. Siena Heights had three players 
earn first team All-Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference honors, including junior Anna 
Alcorta, senior Tearra Donovan and O’Hotzke. 

Alcorta, an infielder, led the Saints in average 
(.396) home runs (10) and RBI (44) , while 
Donovan, a first baseman, batted .372 with four 
homers and 33 RBI. Earning honorable mention 
was Rhodes, while Rhodes, Tonya Berta, Jessica 
Lampkowski and Lizz Wilson each earned 
academic all-conference honors. Jenn Sylvester 
was named the team’s Champions of Character 
representative. The Saints finished 27-28-1 on 
the season, including 5-8-1 in the Wolverine-
Hoosier Athletic Conference.

Men’s Volleyball

Junior Juan Sierra was named to the All-Mid 
America Men’s Volleyball Intercollegiate Con- 
ference East Division first team and Academic 
All-MAMVIC team as one of seven SHU Saints 
honored. Sierra led SHU in aces, and was second 
in kills and assists. Adrian Rutt was named 
All-MAMVIC East second team while Brandon 
Bowers received honorable mention. Joining 
Sierra, Rutt and Bowers on the Academic All- 
MAMVIC team were DeQorrie Whitman, Tim 
O’Brien, Luke Sagaert and Matt Mitterholzer.

Golf

Women: Sara Porter tied for fourth to lead 
the Siena Heights women’s golf team to a 
fifth-place finish at the Wolverine-Hoosier 
Athletic Conference at Whispering Willows 
Golf Course. Porter carded a two-day total of 
171 (88-83) on the par-72, 5,800-yard course, 
leading the Saints to a team score of 727 
(365-362). Sydney Gossett added a 12th- 
place finish with a 180 (89-81).

Men: The Saints finished in fifth place at 
the Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference 
championships at the Stonewater Country  
Club. Nick Campbell was the leader for the 
Saints, finishing seventh place overall with a 
237. Dylan Orr finished 11th place overall  
(241) while Joe Lemanski placed 19th (247).
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Lacrosse

Women: The women finished 0-13 in their first 
season of play. The Saints were led by Mackenzy 
Hickner, who had 17 goals, while Stephannie 
Gonzalez and Nicole Palm added 15 and 12, 
respectively. Coach Cindy Hill used this season 
as a learning experience and is bringing in a 
highly regarded recruiting class for 2013. 

Men: The men recorded a breakout season  
last spring, finishing with a 12-4 overall record, 
including 3-2 in conference play. Sean Kobunski 
led the Saints with 33 goals and 22 assists,  

with Ryan Gumbleton right behind at 33 goals 
and 21 assists. Ryan Mailloux finished with a 
12-4 record in goal with .647 save average. 

Cheer and Dance

The Saints fielded their first cheer and dance 
teams this fall (below) under the direction 
of Coach Angie Sword. Competitive cheer and 
dance are considered “emerging sports” by 
the NAIA, and the Saints will have their first 
competitions later this year. The teams debuted 
at the first home football game Aug. 25.
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By Doug Goodnough

Graduates Sometimes  
Take an Unorthodox Road  
to a Career Path

Many institutions of higher education claim that their 
students “can do anything with a college degree.”

Over the years, Siena Heights University graduates have put that 
statement to the test. Reflections Magazine interviewed a few these 
graduates who have used their education to carve out interesting— 
if not unorthodox—career paths. Success indeed does come in many 
forms, and these students have a good answer when asked :

“You did what with your Siena Heights degree?”

What
You Did

Siena Heights?With Your

Degree

On the Move
When Chloe Whiting Stevenson ’08 completed her  

degree in theater/speech communication at Siena 
Heights University, her education was far from over.  
In fact, it took another two years of graduate school at  
Illinois State University before she finally figured out  
what she wanted to do with her degree. 

“I dediced that I wanted to study physical theatre, which is a some-
what new term within the theatre realm.”

In fact, there were only two Master of Fine Arts programs in the 
world – and only one with American accreditation. She enrolled at  
the Accademia Dell’Arte program in Italy, which is accredited through 
the University of Mississippi for Women in the U.S. 

The program is two-and-a-half years long and includes a variety  
of classes, including voice, movement, mask work, dance, acting,  
music, acrobatics, philosophy and circus. Yes, circus. This past summer 
Stevenson attended an intensive five-week workshop with a circus 
school in Torino, Italy. She trained in acrobatics, tightrope, silks,  
Chinese pole and the trapeze. 

“I was personally drawn to the silks,” she said.
At workshop’s end she was part of an hour-long circus performance. 

She had a solo and participated in several ensemble numbers. 
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“Several of our instructors were individuals who in the past have 
trained Italians competing in the Olympics,” Stevenson said. “It was 
wonderful that they trained us in similar styles. … I feel like the circus 
training that we did allowed me to truly see what my body was capable 
of as well as giving me a clear idea of what people who pursue circus  
as a career must do every day.”

The program will also allow her to travel and study in different  
parts of Europe over the next year. 

“I knew that I wanted to see the world and study theatre and  
movement,” Stevenson said. “This program allows me to do both, for 
which I am truly grateful.”

Stevenson said the study of movement includes things like every-
day motions such as walking or sitting to ballroom dancing, acrobatics 
and athletics. And it is also “exploring the world and staying aware of 
what is occurring around you,” Stevenson said. 

She said she is particularly interested in the Japanese dance form  
of butoh, which she studied while at Siena Heights. 

“This dance form truly explores how to connect with the earth  
and your own body,” Stevenson said. 

Adjusting to the Italian lifestyle has taken some time, but Steven-
son said now that she has a better grasp on the language (all the classes  
are taught in Italian), things have been better. She said walking and  
the train are the primary means of transportation, and the absence  
of some of her favorite foods—tacos, peanut butter and hummus— 
is mostly offset by the “amazing” Italian cuisine.

When she finishes her studies in December 2013, Stevenson said 
she hopes to teach movement at a U.S. college or university. 

“I feel like more theatre programs are recognizing movement’s  
importance within the curriculum, so I am hoping that will help. …  
Part of me really wants to stay in Europe, however, I feel that I will be 
looking for jobs primarily in the United States so that I can be closer  
to family.”

She said Siena Heights theatre professors Mark DiPietro, Kerry 
Graves, Joni Warner and Doug Miller helped “move” her in the direction 
of her passion.

“They were wonderful in helping me look at programs for move-
ment,” she said. “I have had exposure to many wonderful professors  
who have all aided me in looking for a place where I could continue  
to hone my skills that originated at Siena.” 
				      continued on the next page . . .

Chloe Whiting Stevenson—2008 Graduate, Adrian Campus

Major: Theater/Speech Communication

Career plan: Studying and training in Italy to be a movement professor

Out of the Ordinary Factoid: This past summer she trained for five weeks at a “circus 
school” in Torino, Italy, learning acrobatics, tightrope, aerials—even the trapeze!

This series of articles highlights individual examples 
of the Siena Heights brand, “Opportunity U,” and  

how the university’s mission is transforming the lives 
of our students as well as the world around us.

Mission Accomplished Series

OPPORTUNITY
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Education: The Best Medicine
Kara Grigsby White ’12 has spent most of her pro-

fessional career helping others in an emergency. As an 
emergency medical technician and paramedic, that is 
almost an everyday occurrence. However, one morning 
she woke up and realized that the emergency situation 
she had to respond to was her own.

“I have a rare brain disorder called Arnold Chiari Malformation that  
I did not know I had until I woke up one morning unable to speak,  
walk or even sit up,” White said. “This disorder affects the cerebellum 
portion of my brain, and it had herniated into my spinal cord and basi-
cally paralyzed me.”

Her condition required immediate emergency brain surgery, and 
she was on a strict recovery schedule for the next four or five months. 
However, she was enrolled in Siena Heights University’s Online Program 
at the time.

“It was very difficult, because this disorder directly affected my abil-
ity to focus, and the pain it caused was most of the time unbearable,” 
White said. “At one point I was given the option to stop my studies and 
come back after I was better, but I declined. I was so close to finishing 
and was determined to earn my bachelor’s degree. … Earning my bach-
elor’s degree became a priority because I wanted to teach and educate 
new students to have the passion and care that I have for my patients. 

Also, in my state (Arkansas), in order to teach any EMS class a bachelor’s 
degree is required.”

In May, White, still recovering from her surgery, amazingly complet-
ed her Bachelor of Applied Science degree with SHU in respiratory care 
and EMT/paramedic. 

“Having the option to do online classes made this struggle easier 
because I worked at a pace that would not affect my recovery in a nega-
tive way,” White said of her SHU experience. 

And her degree paid quick dividends. Less than eight months from 
her surgery, she was hired by Arkansas Northeastern College as direc-
tor of its EMS Programs. Her new responsibilities include establishing  
a proper program course, screening potential students for the course 
and making sure they meet the requirements to test at national level 
once the course is completed.

“I needed to cut back my ambulance time and field time to continue 
to properly heal,” White said. “Being in the classroom gives me the time  
I need and lets me follow my dream of education.”

She remains a paramedic and currently balances her time between 
the field and the classroom. 

“I am not sure that I could ever not be in the EMT field,” White said.  
“I have a passion to help, and that is a direct way I can fill that passion. 
Being in the classroom allows me to indirectly fill that passion through 
my students.”

Kara Grigsby White—2012 Graduate, Online Program

Major: Respiratory Care, EMT Paramedic

Career: Director of EMS, Arkansas Northeastern College

Out of the Ordinary Factoid: The paramedic discovered she had a rare brain disorder less 
than a year ago that required surgery, yet she still completed her SHU degree online 
through the recovery process.
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Hooray for Holloway(wood)
Randy Holloway ’10 knew he had what it takes to 

have a career in the entertainment business. Now, he 
has the degree to prove it.

Holloway, a former auto plant assembly line worker 
who walked away from a comfortable job and a degree 
in mechanical engineering, is now pursuing his pas-

sion as a filmmaker, screen writer and TV producer. In fact, he recently 
received a prestigious grant from the New York Foundation for the Arts’ 
Artspire program that is allowing him to produce his first feature film, 
“Making Money.” The movie is expected to debut early in 2013.

The 38-year-old first developed his love of film by watching the 
“classics” like “Yankee Doodle Dandy,” “Singing in the Rain” and “The  
Lost Weekend” as a child every Saturday morning with his mother.

“I had the opportunity to see those kinds of movies, and that drove 
me to the grandeur of Hollywood,” Holloway said. “I was just enamored 
with everything I saw on the screen.”

That love of movies persisted to adulthood. A line worker at Chrys-
ler’s Jefferson North Assembly Plant, Holloway would often see three  
or four movies a week, and then provide detailed critiques to his co-
workers during breaks and lunch hours. He decided one day to actually 
write a movie review, and had two fellow employees—one a retired 
English teacher—edit his work. 

“There was red ink everywhere,” Holloway said of the editing pro-
cess. “I was a little dejected and wanted to quit. But I made the correc-
tions and went back and there was less and less red ink. Then finally 
they both said ‘perfect.’”

He decided to print the review and distribute it around the plant. 
The plant manager and union president liked it so much they asked him 
to be the editor of the plant newspaper. At the time a student in Wayne 
State University’s mechanical engineering program, Holloway’s review 
found its way to campus – and a woman who worked for a magazine 
owned by Warner Brothers Entertainment. That eventually led Holloway 
to a job as a screen representative for Columbia Pictures in 1999. 

“I was six classes away from graduating (with a mechanical engi-
neering degree), but my heart wasn’t in it at all,” Holloway said. “Once  
I got a taste of flying around the country interviewing celebrities  
and being around what was my childhood dream, it just wasn’t going  
to happen.”

For several years he helped set up reviews around the country, 
and interviewed celebrities like Brad Pitt and met some of the biggest 
names in the entertainment industry. However, when his mother be-
came ill, Holloway had to step away from the entertainment industry  
for a while. Still maintaining his job at Chrysler, Holloway decided to 
take another bold step after his mother passed away in 2007.

“It just felt as if something was telling me, ‘it was your time,’” Hollo-
way said of returning to the entertainment industry. “But I didn’t know 
the business. To make movies I needed to know exactly what goes on 
behind the camera.”

He enrolled in Specs Howard School of Media Arts to learn how to 
work a camera. He graduated at the top of his class and took an intern-
ship with a Detroit television station. In less than a month, Holloway 
was hired as a producer at the station, and it was there he said he 
honed his skills as a producer.

In 2009 he accepted a buyout from his position at Chrysler, and de-
cided to take his education to another level. He enrolled in the Profes-
sional Communication program at SHU’s Metro Detroit Program while 
continuing to work as a producer. Holloway earned a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average when he graduated.

“I was still making good money, but my heart was just burning and 
aching for something else,” Holloway said of his decision to leave Chrys-
ler. “I knew that this was not it.”

Holloway continued to learn the movie-making and television 
production trade, helping friends with local productions involved with 
commercials, videos and film festivals. He worked on several reality 
television programs, including one with Mike “The Situation” Sorrentino 
from MTV’s hit series “Jersey Shore.” He also directed a pilot for CBS star-
ring Cindy Crawford in 2011 (left). 

But he wanted his own production, and “Making Money” is his op-
portunity to do it. Holloway said he did not initially receive the grant to 
make the movie, but he received an email from the foundation’s vice 
president asking him to reapply, and he did, he got his funding. The 
foundation helped launch the careers of producers like Julie Taymor, 
Terry McMillan and Spike Lee. 
				      continued on the next page . . .

Randy Holloway—2010 Graduate, Metro Detroit Campus

Major: Professional Communication

Career: Filmmaker, screenwriter, movie critic

Out of the Ordinary Factoid: The former auto plant line worker was a few classes away 
from a mechanical engineering degree when he walked away to pursue a career in the 
entertainment industry.
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“That has never been done before in the history of the organization,” 
Holloway said of being able to reapply. “That truly blew me away.”

He said “Making Money” is a coming of age story about high school 
basketball player Marcus Banks and his quest to win his school’s first 
basketball championship. The movie is expected be filmed this fall and 
debuted hopefully by NBA All-Star Weekend in February. 

Working on the movie and several other projects commands most 
of his time. But he said pursuing his passion fuels him.

“My dream is right in front of me and I’m reaching for it,” Holloway 
said. “My end goal is to be a respected TV and film producer. I’m trying 
to take it to another level and really do something that hasn’t been 
heard of before. I’m not going to Hollywood and doing it, I’m staying 
here on the west side of Detroit.”

And he said having his bachelor’s degree “takes away any questions.”
“Education earns respect,” Holloway said. “Siena definitely gave me 

that badge of honor that I know is there.”
To view the progress of Holloway’s movie, visit:  

www.makingmoneythemovie.com.

The Art of Politics
How did an art major find a career in politics? With 

the help of a good friend.
Angela Biniecki Goble ’05 was working as a digital 

imaging specialist at a small studio in Monroe, Mich., 
when she received a phone call from a college friend. 

“She said, ‘My dad is running for state representative 
and he could really use some help with his campaign literature. Let me 
put you in contact with him,’” Goble said.

That candidate was Monroe’s Dale Zorn, who, with Goble’s graphic 
design help, ended up winning the election. During the campaign’s vic-
tory party on election night, Zorn asked Goble to join his full-time staff 
in Lansing. She accepted, and makes the commute every day from her 
home in Newport, Mich., to the state capitol.

“I thought, ‘What an opportunity,’” she said. “I’ve been here since 
January of 2011, and I love it so far.”

As a legislative aide, Goble plans and executes all of the events for 
Zorn, including all the graphic design and photography duties. 

“I’m kind of the resident artist of the office,” Goble said.
However, her job entails much more outside of her artistic skillset. 

She also handles all the scheduling and also works on constituent cases. 
“If someone calls the office and has an unemployment issue, I work 

with the person and the corresponding state department to help them 
get a resolution,” Goble said. “I handle sort of the people side of things.”

Calling herself a “creative problem-solver,” she also is involved with 
some legislative issues, scheduling committee hearings and meetings 
to discuss bills. And with this being an election year, she said she is 
learning the difference between campaign-related politics and legisla-
tive-related politics is clear.

“We are not allowed to work on anything campaign-related during 
office hours,” she said. “The definition is really clear here in the office,  
as it should be. We do a lot after 5 p.m. and the weekends working to 
keep our bosses out there (campaigning).”

She said the striking architecture in Lansing often reminds her of 
classes with SHU art history Professor Peter Barr. And the mission of 
Siena Heights – which she memorized even before stepping on campus 
– stay with her in her new career.

“Politics can be a really divisive venture, but as long as you are treat-
ing people with respect and dignity that they preach at Siena, even if 
you don’t agree with them, it just makes all the difference,” she said. 

And would she be willing to run for office one day?
“I think it takes a certain personality, and it definitely takes a thick 

skin that I don’t have right now,” Goble said. “You never know. I wouldn’t 
rule it out.” u

Angela Biniecki Goble—2005 Graduate, Adrian Campus

Major: Art

Career: Legislative aide for State Representative Dale Zorn

Out of the Ordinary Factoid: Her college friend’s father was running for state office and she 
worked graphic design projects for his campaign. As soon as he learned he won the election 
he asked her to join his staff full-time in Lansing.
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SAINTS
Gifts of $10,000+

Adrian Mechanical Services
   Todd Carver
Adrian Steel Company
Paul and Rosemarie ‘47 Birman
Brian and Stephanie Boyse
Benjamin ‘81 and Jessica Braun
Brazeway Incorporated
The Briggs-Fisher Foundation
   Walter Fisher
Louis and Yvonne ‘60 Bushey
Chartwell’s - Compass Group USA
Winifred Johnson Clive Foundation
Betty Cummings ‘82
John R. & M. Margrite Davis Foundation
Sophia Dawson Charitable Trust
Michael Dawson
Kathleen Duggan ‘70
Larry and Nancy ‘58 Erhardt 
Ervin Industries Inc.
Farver Foundation
   Cynthia Farver Galiette
   Michael and Susan Farver
   Patrick and Debra ‘81 Farver
First Federal Bank
Judith C. Francoeur
Barbara Greene
Mary Jane Hamilton ‘60 and David Reed
Richard ‘07 and Deborah Haller
Stephen Hickman Family Foundation
   Brian and Stephanie Boyse
   Stephen and Sally Hickman
   Tracy Hickman and Chad Munger
Scott and Cindy Hill
James and Diane Hughes
Kapnick & Company Inc.
   James and Susie Kapnick
   Michael and Tiffany Kapnick
Douglas Kapnick Trust
   Douglas and Mary Kapnick
LA SED Inc.
   Ignacio and Jacklyn Salazar
MB Electric LLC
   Mike ‘82 and Michele ‘74 Buku
Michigan Colleges Foundation
William and Margaret ‘75 Noe

Thomas and Jean ‘47 O’Reilly
Theresa O’Reilly ‘48
Marco Pinheiro ‘82
Prestige Title Insurance LLC
Prevention Michigan Inc.
Kenneth ‘85 and Judith Prior
Jamie ‘87 and Kathleen Richardson
Richmond Brothers
     David & Stephanie Richmond
Sage Foundation
   Melissa and Jamey Fadim
Emory and Kristina Schmidt
Mary Spencer
Maurice & Dorothy Stubnitz Foundation
Donita Sullivan ‘52†

The Robert E. Price Foundation
  Robert and Rosemary Price
The Timothy Patton Family Charitable 	
 Gift Fund
    	 Timothy and Shann Patton
John and Barbara Tierney Fund
   John and Barbara Tierney
Annette Van Dan ‘62
Wabash Center
Wacker Chemical Corporation

TRUSTEE SOCIETY
Gifts of $5,000 - $9,999

Sr. Peg Albert, OP
Gordon and Nadine Brunner
Martha Carroll†

Collaborative Inc
James Ebbitt
Carleton and Mary Lou Griffin
Hanover Insurance Group
Bernard and Kathleen ‘82 Jay
Frank and Belinda Johnson
John and Ardath Labriola
Lakefront Lines Inc.
Hazel Leonard
Mary Maybury Berkery Trust
David and Molly Mengebier
Joseph and Catherine ‘68 Murphy
Mary Jo Potter ‘71
Prime Mechanical Inc
Iqbal ‘83 and Tanzila Roshd
John Schwartz
William ‘73 and Kathy ‘74 Small

Michael ‘80 and Donnalyn Smith
Springer Living Trust
David Stevens ‘81
Ingram White Castle Foundation

PRESIDENT’S CABINET
Gifts of $1,000 - $4,999

Sr. Rosemary Abramovich, OP ‘71
Adrian Mobile Home Park LLC
     Germano and Anne Mularoni
Adrian Subway Inc.
     Sharon Schwartz
Ronald Albert Trust
    Ronald Albert
AmeriNet
Archbold Equipment Co.
Donna Baker & Associates LLC
     Kim and Donna ‘84 Baker
Merrill and Judy Bales
Stephen Ball and Carol Himelhoch
Bob and Muriel Bell
Ted and Marilyn ‘59 Bintz 
Everett and Mary ‘55 Bissonette
Mitchell ‘04 and Dawn Blonde
Jerome and Trudy Bohland
Robert and Jean ‘64 Campenni
Carlton Lodge LLP
Philip and Deborah Carter
Cervenka Family Trust
     Sr. Barb Cervenka, OP ‘64
Jennifer Hamlin Church
Citizens Gas Fuel Company
Commspec Inc.
Tom and Carolyn Conlin
Consumers Energy Foundation
David and Dorothy ‘63 Couturier
Culver’s Adrian
Daily Telegram
Jeff and Diana Deal
Deloitte Foundation
Dempsey & Dempsey P.C.
John ‘85 and Moraima Detro
Mark ‘83 and Camila ‘87 DiPietro
Frank and Shirley Dick Family Fund
     Frank Dick
Michael Donovan ‘75
Wayne Echelberger
Mark and Anne ‘67 Eichman
Edward and Jennifer Engle
Evelyn Enrione
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Karen Erickson ‘60
FM Global Foundation
Helen Famulener
Randy and Teri Faust
Fidelity Foundation
First American Bank
Joe and Beth Fitzsimmons
Christopher ‘94 and Kristin Foerg
Robert ‘88 and Diane ‘89 Fox
Julieanna Frost
Steve and Paige Futrell
Robert and Michele Gardner
Gear Up Inc.
     Ron Kelly

General Electric Foundation
Elizabeth Geyer ‘52
Paul and Wendy Gietzen
Andrew Gillman and Anne Hooghart
Riccardo and Sue Giovannone
John and Eva ‘83 Grachek
Douglas ‘04 and Valerie ‘04 Gray
Great Lakes Coils LLC
Michael Griffin ‘80
Robert and Kathleen ‘69 Griffiths
Gerald Hager and Susan Matych-Hager ‘68
Gregg and Shelley Hardy
Father Tom Helfrich
Herman Family Foundation
     Gene and Collette ‘57  Herman
Arthur Hill Foundation
Hudson Pharmacy
     Michael and JoAnn Sanborn
Michael and Sue Idczak
Sr. Candace Introcaso, CDP
Patrick Irwin ‘86
JR’s Hometown Grill LLC
     Robert Loudermilk
Timothy and Debbie Jakacki
Lee and Deb Johnson
David ‘76 and Deborah ‘74 Keller
Matthew ‘03 and Priscilla Keller
Kiwanis Club of Adrian
Dave Knapp Ford Lincoln Inc.
     Dave Knapp
John Kolasinski
David and Lisa ‘95 Koppenhofer
Martin and Sarah ‘82 Korth
Krieghoff Lenawee Company
Kevin and Marcie ‘70 Lavin
Lenawee Community Foundation
Lenawee Recreation Company
Lenco Credit Union
Vince and Michele ‘87 Lichtinger
Arlene Lillywhite†

Marie Linehan
James and Laura Lyall
MWW Group Inc.
Alex and Bernice ‘60 MacDonald
Maxwell Family Fund
     David and Jeanette Maxwell
William and Bethany ‘06 McCaulley
Sr. Pat McDonald, OP ‘69
Patrick and Peg McDonald
Maureen McLaughlin
Mary Ann McRobert ‘79
Gertrude McSorley ‘70
Microscope Solutions Inc.
      Dan and Lori Kunkel
Midwest Healthcare Executive Group
Thomas ‘74 and Kim ‘74 Miller
Christopher ‘79 and Patricia Molloy
Monaghan P.C.
Most Holy Trinity Church
Tom and Pat Muldary
Mark and Rosemary ‘63 Myers
Lois Nichols ‘51
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Nuga Pediatrics of Lenawee

Sr. Jeanne O’Laughlin, OP ‘58
Oblates of St. Francis de Sales
Michael and Becky Orlando
Barbara Ouellette ‘87
Patrick and Carliene Palmer
Stan and Ruth Parrish
Curtis Parsons ‘07
Daniel ‘01 and Amber ‘05 Pena
Gary and Mary ‘76 Poore
Margaret Prather ‘63
Promedica Health System
Catherine Reuther
Lawrence ‘76 and Zelma Richardson
Clyde and Elizabeth ‘57 Ries
Sr. Therese Roberts, OP ‘51
John and Maureen  ‘57 Roche
Roto Plastics Corporation
     Ted and Joan Durst
Keith ‘99 and Wendy ‘99 Rusie
Maureen Ryan
Mark and Rebecca ‘90 Schersten
Slusarski Excavating & Paving
Sole-Air Heating
     Nick and Lois Romano
Carole Sporer Stroh ‘52
Joe Ann Steele Insurance Center
     Joe Ann Steele
Stern Brothers & Co.
     Alfred Diebel
Stevenson Lumber Inc.
     Denver Hedge
Don and Ann Stormzand
Ellsworth and Mary Stout
Scott and Rosario-Montes ‘93 Sutton
TLC Community Credit Union
TMR Family Foods LLC
     Michael Shadbolt
William and Nancy Tefft
Jewel and Pamela Threet
John and Jeanne Thurman
Bruce and Marcia Timm
Christopher and Lori ‘05 Timmis
Kiyoshi† and Ruriko Tsuji 
Lou and Linda Vaccaro
Michael ‘88 and Tami Vollmar
Wal-Mart
Rondel and Jane ‘53 Waldo
Sr. Sharon Weber, OP ‘69
Dennis and Connie Williams
Elizabeth Ruthruff Wilson Foundation
Wings of Adrian - Fricker’s
Shawn Winter ‘98
Viola Wittersheim

SACRED HEART SOCIETY
Gifts of $500 - $999

Adrian Dominican Sisters
Adrian Orthopedics PC
Allegiance Health
Alpha Koney Island
     Matt and Heather ‘ 91 Hughes
Brian ‘10 and Sherrie Bertram
C. M. Bishop and Mary Lang ‘74
David Bonino ‘91

Giving to Siena Heights University

This report is intended to recognize people, foundations, 
organizations and businesses who contributed to Siena  
between July 1, 2011, and June 30, 2012. Gifts received  
after June 30, 2012, will be recognized in next year’s report. 

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy in this 
report. However, if your name has been incorrectly listed 
or inadvertently omitted, please contact the Advancement 
Department by email at advancement@sienaheights.edu,  
or by phone at (800) 693-0506, or by mail at 1247 E. Siena 
Heights Drive, Adrian, MI 49221.
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Larry ‘89 and Dolores ‘88 Bryant 
Anne Carrier ‘58
Carter Crompton Site Development
F. Donald and Marilyn Chown
Clift Buick-Pontiac-GMC
     Garry and Su Clift
D&P Communications Inc.
Michelina DeRose ‘45
Jane Dempsey ‘58
Devil’s Lake Yacht Club
Discount Tire / America’s Tire
James and Mary Cele ‘64 Doyle
Elder Beerman
Jed and Jenny ‘12 Engle
Eye Center of Lenawee
     Rick Snow
First Chicago NBD Corporation
Jared Flayer ‘82
Sr. Nadine Foley, OP ‘45
Jeremy ‘95 and Martha ‘99 Frew
Gleaner Life Insurance Society
Graystone Consulting
Griffin Fund Inc.
Macario Gutierrez ‘76
HB Steele Inc.
Hoagie Man Deli
Mary Ann Hogan
Martin Holtz ‘90
J.P. Morgan Chase Foundation
Shirley Jaeger ‘79
John and Karen ‘04 Johnson
Sr. Jean Agnes Klemm, OP ‘44
Sr. Marcine Klemm, OP ‘55
Charles Knabusch ‘93
Knutson’s Recreational Sales
Ruth LaFontaine ‘72
Lenco Painting Inc.
West Cab Mack
Joffray and Jency Marcantel
Orion Martinez ‘04 and  
 Christopher Bradford
Charlotte Marx ‘58
John and Karen McKeon
John and Judy McSorley
Edward ‘90 and Kathleen ‘91 Michel
Midway Market
Marcia Mikuski
Michael Morgan ‘83
Morning Fresh Bakeries Inc.
PPG Industries Foundation
Amy Palmer ‘00
Robert and Audrey Parker
Perry Patton and Joanne Warner ‘83
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts
Pharma Science Inc.
Mary Phillips ‘71
Plante & Moran
Nicole Prillwitz ‘01
William and Mary ‘64 Quick
Dennis ‘77 and Mary Reeder
Republic Services Inc. 
Running with E’s Inc.
     Eric Clarke
SHU Athletics
SHU Alumni Association

SHU International Studies
Margaret Sander ‘92
James ‘83 and Pamela ‘83 Schwartz
Matthew ‘88 and Laura ‘86 Schwartz
Senorita’s Mexican Food Inc.
     Andrew Guerrero
Phil and Jill Shaffer
The Sherwin-Williams Company
Marsha Sinetar
Harvey Slager ‘01
Smith’s Nursery and Landscaping
Dusty Steele
T & L Tanning and Rentals Inc
The Look Salon
     Vladdie and Helena Hejl
Underwood Nursery Inc
University Lithoprinters
Wilbert and Rochelle ‘59 Weaver
Arthur and Mary ‘83 Weeber
Brian Whitman
Wilson’s Barber Shop
Charles and Shawna ‘08 Wilson
Constance Winters ‘53
Diane Worthing ‘03
Wright Signs Inc

LUMEN SOCIETY
Gifts of $250 - $499

1 Mosaic
Adrian Clinic of Neurology
Alro Steel
Margaret Aniol ‘73
Associated Engineers & Surveyors
Maricruz Avitia ‘06
Andrew Backus ‘97
Clarke and Norma Baldwin
Alan Ballenberger ‘74
Bank of America - Matching Gifts
Michael Barbo ‘83
Barrett’s Garden Center
Molly Berner ‘99
Jude and Mary ‘65 Blau
Boulevard Chiropractic
Dan and Anne ‘84 Brahier
Tadd and Jennifer ‘06 Brooket
Mark Coughanour
Tracy and Valerie Crumback
Kathleen Cunningham ‘74
DTE Energy Foundation
Joshua DeLosSantos ‘01
Alexander and Barbara DesChenes
Lawrence and Linda Desjarlais
Devil’s Lake Water Sports Inc.
      Mike and Liz Apling
Gloria Diana ‘52
Gerald and Karen Distelrath
Rosemary Dorr ‘48
Dow Chemical Foundation
Greg and Debbie ‘82 DuMars
Dolores Duvall ‘71
Keith Edwards ‘93
Sam and Kathy ‘83 Engardio
Jerry Ferrari ‘92
John and Peggy Fick
Tim Fortescue ‘01

Sr. Marilyn Francoeur, OP ‘62
GateHouse Media Inc.
Dalia Germanas ‘59
Hung Giang ‘88
Charles and Alma ‘51 Given
Margaret Goble ‘86
Doug Goodnough
Green Borders Lawn and Landscape
     Andrew ‘99 and Angela ‘01 Borders
Cheryl Griem ‘84
Gurdjian Insurance Group Inc.
     Richard and Jan Gurdjian
Robert Guy
Jeffery and Leigh Hancock
Hayes Insurance Agency Inc.
James and Barbara ‘52 Hazen
M. Marie Hebeler
David and Shelley Hickman
Geofrey Hill ‘12
Dick and Kathleen ‘66 Holthaus
Hope Community Center
Christian and Gina Howard
Philip and Ann ‘82 Hughes
Denis and Carol Jodis
Carl and Jennifer ‘91 Kaster
John and Cynthia Kay
Matthew Kohn
Sandra Kotulis ‘67
Albert Krieger ‘99
Carol Kulish ‘65
David and Joni LeMay
Michael and MaryJo ‘66 LePage
Sr. Jeanne Lefebvre, OP ‘66
James Lefere
Jack and Vonda ‘68 Lemon
Guenther and Marcia Lengnick
Andre Levac
Jeffrey Lindstrom
John Liparoto ‘98
J. Peter and Kristin Longabaugh
Linda Ludtke ‘04
Ronald and Mary ‘69 Macomber
Kevin and Korinne Marti
Thomas McCarthy
Lisa McConnell
Lorie Menefee ‘78
Harvey Messing
Thomas ‘ 72 and Jeanette Meyer
Mid-Michigan Mechanical
John and JoAnn ‘65 Monaghan
Reginald Moore ‘83
Rudy and Sally Morales
National Environmental Group
Mary O’Connor ‘97
Scott ‘97 and Vicky ‘06 Oliver 
Celia Olsen ‘53
Michael and Linda ‘09 Pancone
Christine Pearson ‘78
Linda Pettit
James and Nancy ‘69 Piggush
The Pittsburgh Foundation
Margery Price
The Prudential Foundation
Thomas and Jane Puszczewicz
Joseph and Mary Raab

Anthony ‘92 and Michele Racka
John and Mary Roberts
Jeff and Cindy Robideau
Gail Ryder
Mark Scannell and Elaine Gaston 
Scannell ‘71
Laura Schaedler
Chad and Stacy Schaffner
Glen Scheerer ‘96
Helen Simon ‘59
Alan and Rebecca Snider
Fay and Sally Snyder
Spectrum Printers Inc.
Stampin’ Up
Ruth Stechschulte ‘55
Steppin’ Out
     Michael and JoAnn Colombo
Super Liquor III
United Bank & Trust
Kenneth ‘91 and Amy VanOostendorp
Gary and Valorie ‘02 Veld
Donald ‘97 and Nicole Viland
Steven and Jane Watson
Ann Werstein ‘97
Robert and Peggy Wilson
Gerald Worthington
Robert and Sylvia Xeras
YMCA of Lenawee

SIENA HEIGHTS SOCIETY
Gifts of up to $249

James and Kathleen ‘66 Abbott
Clara Abdo
Fatmy Abed Pinero ‘10
Alexis Adams
Adeyemi Adebiyi
Jeffrey and Georgette Adkins
Adrian Eye Care & Optical
Adrian Fabricare Center Inc.
Adrian High School Athletics
Adrian Symphony Orchestra
Sharon Akings
Alahna Studio Salon
Karol Allen
Sandra Allen ‘00
Alice Allhoff ‘57
Adnan and Kathleen ‘72 Almaney 
American Electric Power Service
American Express Company
American Homes Rental & Manage
Mark and Cindy ‘02 Anderson
Anonymous Donor
Patricia Antonelli ‘63
Garry Applegate
Annita Aranda ‘77
Reniero ‘05 and Blanca Araoz
Robert and Janet Archer
Michael Archuleta
Anthony ‘90 and Ann Arminiak
Suzanne Ashe ‘41
Beverly Astopenia ‘08
Franz and Monica ‘70 Bachmann
Stephen and Michelle Bachmeyer
Albert and Susan Bailey
Diane Bailey ‘85

Kenneth Bailey
Gale Baker ‘76
Scott and Holleigh Baker
Colin Baldwin ‘94
Denise Baldwin ‘02
Nancy Banks
Rochelle Banks
Matthew and Karin Barbee
Jeffrey ‘09 and Nicole ‘08 Barkway
Barnes & Noble at SHU
Margaret Barnsdale
Peter and Kimberly Barr
Joseph and Mary Barrett
Rosalind Barrett ‘50
Elaine Barta ‘66
Warren ‘79 and Robin ‘79 Bartels
Doris Bauer
Timothy Bauer ‘82
Charles and Jill Baugh
Michael and Gail ‘57 Baulch
Timothy and Amy Bays
Andrew and Kathrine Beach
Richard and Deborah ‘97 Beagle
Brad and Laura ‘83 Bearden
Carol Beatty
Garth and Lynda Beatty
Sr. Mary Beaubien, OP ‘55
Mark and Deborah ‘02 Beaudrie
Robert Bechtel
Eleanore Becker ‘75
Natalie Behnke
Betty Bell ‘58
Ian Bell
Thomas and Barbara ‘55 Bell
Bellus Salon & Spa
Susan Bennett ‘69
John Benzing ‘00
Douglas and Monica ‘08 Betz
Steven and Cheryl ‘07 Betz
Melvin and Andrea Bible
Catherine Bieler
Jenny Biler
Jennifer Bine ‘00
Lisa Binkowski ‘75
John and Margaret ‘53 Biondi
John and Cynthia ‘06 Birdwell
Elizabeth Birt ‘71
Jori Bitter
Andrew Bjork
William Blackerby
Catherine Blaesing ‘94
Ginger Blakeman
Norman and Margaret ‘58 Bless
Dale and Kathryn Blizzard
Bob Evans
Roberta Bodley ‘70
Patricia Boggins ‘72
Bradley Bohner
Jason ‘97 and Margaret ‘00 Bomia
Joyce Bond ‘69
Daniel and Rebecca Borck
Rosemary Bowen ‘46
Brandon Bowers
Richard and Marianne Boyak
Patrick and Renee ‘06 Bracey
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†  Deceased

Cathy Brackenridge ‘96
Debra Bradford
Matthew and Joanne Bradford
Thomas and Paula Brady
Rick Breckel
Shirley Brenner
Robert Brewster
Debra Briggs ‘90
Dirk and Mary ‘79 Brines
Marjorie Brines
Robert and Elizabeth ‘12 Brooks
Antawn and LaJoyce ‘98 Brown
Eleanore Brown
Jacqueline Brown ‘66
Leonard and Terri ‘07 Brown
Richard ‘05 and Jennifer ‘06 Brown
Nancy Bruhn ‘67
Shannon Bruley ‘04
Amber Brunn
Jeffrey and Katherine ‘92 Bryk
Judith Bryson
Terry ‘82 and Diana Bucciarelli
Mike and Judith ‘82 Buckenmyer
Richard ‘72 and Donna ‘72 Budden
Norman Bukwaz
Tyler and Michelle Bultema
Brooke Burch
James and Michelle Burczyk
Arthur and Gail Burgess
Kellie Burk
Carl and Ann ‘63 Burleigh
Cynthia Burnett ‘70
Ellen Burns ‘60
Evelyn Burns ‘71
Marilyn Buss ‘90
Leo and Karen ‘75 Butler
Leslie Butler ‘75
Harold and Mary ‘84 Buttery
Gregory ‘99 and Susan ‘05 Butts
Bob Byington
Howard and Mary Ellen Byrne
Virginia Byrne ‘89
Leland and Ivaleen Byrnes
 CAFE
Annette Cafferty ‘84
Teresa Cain ‘87
Linda Camp
James and Linda Campbell
Mary Campbell
Jo Ann Capaul ‘85
James and Ellen ‘57 Carey
Wendy Carnegie ‘88
Anthony ‘76 and Debra ‘78 Carozza
Jeanne Carrick ‘46
Frank and Linda ‘88 Casenhiser
Stephanie Casida ‘03
Tom and Cecile Casnovsky
William and Linda Casnovsky
Wilfred and Mary ‘48 Cassabon
Allan and Frances ‘83 Cassell
Dennis and Marjorie Castle
John and Helyn ‘91 Castle
Kay Caulkins ‘91
Jody Cechura
Central Catholic High School

Julia Cusick ‘99
Katherine Cusick ‘84
Robert Czmer ‘77
Larry and Carol D’Aguanno
Larry and Pamela D’Aguanno
Douglas and Catherine Daisher
Margaret Daugherty ‘11
Elizabeth Davis
Gabrielle Davis ‘85
Norman Davis ‘94
Terrance and Maria ‘83 Davis
Bonnie Dawson ‘06
John and Kimberly Day
Olga De La Cruz ‘69
Bruce ‘11 and Amy ‘11 DeBruyn
Catherine DeGalan ‘55
Randall and Bonita ‘67 DeTrinis
Yvonne Dean ‘02
Daniela Dedvukaj
Cheryl Delahoussaye ‘72
Gary and Deborah ‘90 Delamielleure
Albert and Victoria Delrue
Terry Derby
Herbert and Betty Derry
Thomas and Jane ‘52 Desser
Carmen Deszo
Detroit Lions Inc.
Detroit Tigers Inc.
Lawrence and Diane ‘70 Deveau
Mario and Geraldine ‘66 DiLisi
Luis and Janet Diaz
Robert and Nancy ‘56 Dibble
Romeo Diccion ‘90
Michael and Alicia Dickens
Paul and Maxine ‘70 Diller
Jerry and Lillian Dils
Kayla Dils
William Dini
Justin Distelrath
Maxim ‘76 and Gayle ‘70 Diver
Arleathier Dixon ‘94
Stephen Dluzynski ‘88
Melissa Dojcsak
Lawrence Doll
Paula Domitio ‘78
Kathleen Donlon ‘70
Alexis Donnelly
Patricia Donohue ‘71
Emilia Doolan ‘45
John and Marianne ‘51 Doran
Randy and Brenda ‘74 Doremus
Craig and Margaret Dorgan
Sandra Dorr ‘81
Thomas and Patricia ‘63 Dorsey
Richard Dover ‘07
Stephen and Kimberly Dowding
Willard and Michelle Dozier
Judy Drake ‘00
Evelyn Dressler ‘55
Norman Driggers ‘99
Douglas ‘76 and Carol Drinker
Meghan Dubois
Robert and Cecelia Dubreuil
Joseph and Joyce ‘58 Duchon
Denise Dufek ‘97

JoAnn Duke
Judith Dunlap ‘68
Brenda Dunn ‘84
Judith Dupre ‘70
Michael and Suzanne ‘76 Duquet
Thomas ‘89 and Mary ‘65 Durkin
Susan Durst ‘90
Terry and Janet ‘67 Dyer
Ronald and Dianne Earl
Larrie Eaton
Nancy Eaton ‘04
Joan Ebbitt ‘71
Keith and Maria Eckert
Kathleen Eckman ‘78
Anne Eddy ‘03
Julie Edwards ‘07
Kathleen Eggleston ‘55
Timothy and Shelley Ehinger
Marcella Ehmann ‘12
Joseph and Patricia ‘70 Eisenhauer
Arlene Eklund
Marilyn Elder ‘47
Dorothy Elliott ‘45
Larry and Melissa ‘96 Elliott
Michael ‘01 and Elizabeth ‘98 Elyea
Paul Embry ‘86
Celestine Emerick
Emily Emerick
William Emerson
William and Kathleen ‘67 Emery
Julie Emmons ‘10
Thomas and Norma Enfield
Andrew Engardio
Rebekah Engle
David Erdman
Brenda Ernewein ‘01
John ‘75 and Penny ‘75 Eshleman
Chester and Lynn Evans
Elizabeth Evans
Thomas and Jean ‘71 Fagan
Sr. Mariane Fahlman, OP
Annie Faith
Larry and Vicki Faith
Lou Fanning ‘62
Brian Fanslau
Frederick and Katherine Fanslau
Gregory and Pamela Fanslau
Scott and Melody Fanslau
Sr. Durstyne Farnan, OP ‘72
Barbara Farr ‘00
Mary Farrell ‘07
Thomas Feathers ‘91
Robert and Sheila Fendt
Bonnie Fenton ‘94
Dennis Fertig
Firekeepers Casino
Frank and Nikki Fitchko
Mercedes Fitzsimmons ‘59
Richard Flaherty
Sr. Mary Flannery, SC ‘64
Frank Fleischmann and Christine  
 Waugh-Fleischmann ‘76
Flowers & Such Inc.
Nancy Flowers ‘82
Paul Flowers ‘94

Will Floyd ‘84
Flying Otter Winery
Rev. Robert and Genevieve ‘80 Folkert
Mary Forche ‘98
Randy and Doreen Fosgard
Charles and Kimberly ‘94 Foster
Timothy Foster ‘96
Michael ‘09 and Leticia ‘10 Fox
Robert Fraile
David and Pamela ‘82 Fraley
Craig and Renae Frank
Michael and Vicki Frappier
David and Sally ‘82 Frautschi
John Frayer ‘74
Martha Freeland ‘91
Stacy French ‘04
Ronald and Sarah Frenzen
Anne Frey ‘64
Kelly Frey
Paige Frey
Colin Fricke ‘09
Paul Frownfelder ‘83
Jason ‘97 and Amanda ‘99 Fylan
Fred and Linda Gagnon
Richie and Barbara Gallatin
Lance Gallop
Patrick and Cecile ‘52 Galvin
Marcia Ganun ‘74
Theresa Garcia
Judith Gardiner ‘67
Kimberly Gardner ‘07
Sarah Gardner ‘91
John and Bonnie ‘79 Garland
Robert and Barbara Garno
Joyce Garrow ‘05
Matthew Garrow and Jane  
 Brasher-Garrow ‘87
Gary Franz Auto Exchange
Sean and Sarah Gaynor
Teresa Geesey
Matthew Geha ‘97 and Bridget  
 Nesbit-Geha ‘98
Thomas and Marion ‘52 Geiger
Betty Genaw ‘52
Mike and Christina ‘78 Geno 
Elfriede Georgal ‘88
Quentin Gessner
Jack ‘94 and Terrie Giannosa
Ruth Gibson ‘08
Thomas and Sharon Gibson
David and Barbara Gienapp
Perry and Cynthia ‘84 Giese
Nancy Gillespie ‘83
Meghan Gillman
Richard and Lillis Gilmartin
James Ginter
Bonnie Giroux ‘94
Norman and Sally Glasser
Gregory Gniewkowski ‘00
Mary Godfroy ‘66
Walter and Joyce ‘53 Gohl
JoAnn Gohr
James and Marilyn Goldammer
Anthony and Irene ‘61 Gonzalez
Tony ‘82 and Carolyn ‘ 79 Gonzalez

Hank Cetola
David and Mary ‘59 Chamberlain
Charles and Linda ‘65 Chase
Raymond Chesney and Heather ‘97 
Malcolm
Gianni Chesnick
Jane Chi ‘82
Margaret Chi ‘82
Chicago Cubs
Sara Chrenko ‘05
Jereva Christensen
Christian Family Centre
Cedric Clark ‘03
Deanna Clark ‘96
Diane Clark ‘95
Marla Clark ‘04
Michael and Christine ‘77 Clauson
Richard and Martha ‘44 Clement
Cleveland Browns
Barbara Clites
Carolea Clothier
CoCoNuts
Judith Cockerham ‘95
Lauren Coe ‘12
Robert Colgan ‘03
Bonnie Colletta
Shelley Collins
Terrence ‘75 and Carol Collins
Charles ‘00 and Nicole ‘98 Colombo
Katelyn Combs
Timothy and Marisa Combs
Comcast
Gary Comfort ‘08
Theresa Comodari ‘64
Jeffrey Condon ‘97
Robert Conklin
Frank and Mary ‘59 Conte
Annette Corbin ‘96
Kevin and Dianne Corcoran
Michael and Judith ‘63 Corcoran
John and Christina Cory
Mark and Holly Cory
Thomas Cory
Cherry Cottone ‘02
Carol Couch
Council of Catholic Women of  
 St. Joseph Church
Countryside Day Care Inc.
     Jay and Charlotte ‘92 Thompson
John and Anne ‘71 Cowie
Steve and Julie ‘80 Craig
Christina Craig-Mees ‘04
Mark and Delinda ‘87 Crane
Betty Craven ‘96
Lawrence Cristaudo and Kelly Cichy
Croswell Opera House
Loretta Cruz
Thomas and Nancy Csarny
Charles Cullip and Connie  
 Steffel-Cullip ‘88
Jacqueline Curtin ‘71
Lois Curtis ‘64
Sally Cushing
Jean Cusick ‘59
John and Elizabeth Cusick
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Kathleen Goolian ‘93
Leo and Maybelle ‘54 Goran
Yolanda Gordon ‘07
Louis and Patricia Grabowski
Beth Graf ‘09
Julie Graham
Mary Graham ‘04
Perry Graham ‘04
Kerry Graves
Selena Gray Lauderdale ‘95
Celeste Gray
Daniel and Pauline Greene
Gloria Greenwald
Kathryn Gregorich-Filkins
Jane Grein
Rosalee Griewahn ‘90
Raymond ‘77 and Mary ‘69 Griffin
Timothy ‘96 and Angela Griffin
Yvette Griffin
Jack and Jennifer ‘73 Griffith
Michael Grinnell
Carol Gross ‘82
Charles and Betty Gross
Harold and Katie Grubbs
William ‘77 and Linda Gust
Marjorie Haas ‘89
Joan Habbe
Savannah Haig
Allen and K. Leigh Haines
Brian ‘93 and Susie Hale
Betty Hall
Sid and Mary ‘89 Halley
Timothy and Detra Halliwill
Lawrence and Alyce ‘58 Hallman
Rhonda Hamby ‘91
Whitney and Linda Hames
James and Kate Hamilton
Mary Hamilton ‘76
Barbara Hamlin
Kenneth and Alice ‘65 Hamlin
James and Sue Hammersmith
Frances Hampson
Grace Hanke ‘73
Jennifer Hanson
Kristine Hanson ‘08
Tim and Kristy Hanson ‘88
Margaret Harkins ‘68
Coral Harper
Thomas Harper
Timothy Harper ‘99
Robert and Delores Harris
Shannon Harris ‘04
Lorenzo Harrison ‘83
Rita Hart ‘86
James Harter
Philip and Linda ‘93 Hartley
Michael and Jean Hartman
Dora Hartnagel ‘93
Kimberlee Harvey ‘07
Ronald and Rosemary Harvey
Cindy Haseley
Katie Hatch ‘07
Steven and Barbara Hatherley
Emily Hattie
Suzanne Havertine ‘71

Michael and Rene Hawarny
Deanna Hawkins ‘03
Paul Hawkins
Steve and Teri Haws
Alisia Hayes
Janice Hayes
Ghislaine Haynes ‘73
Healing Hands Massage Studio
Catherine Hebeler
Edward and Mildred Hebeler
Valene Hebeler
Chris and Lee Heid
Mike and Peggy ‘71 Heinen
David and Claudia Heinrich
Eileen Heinrichs ‘47
Kristin Heinze ‘00
Mary Hellner ‘88
Robert ‘07 and Joy ‘05 Hemmig
Jeanette Henagan
Kimberly Hendricks
Lynn Hendricks
Sr. Barbara Hengesbach, OP ‘50
Kevin Henning ‘03
Ralph and Mary Hensley
Barbara Herta ‘81
Jeanne Hess ‘78
Bernard and Wendy Hessling
Hi-Tech Business Forms Inc.
Mackenzy Hickner
Gaylord and Marilyn ‘82 Hill
John and Grace ‘92 Hill
Mike and Judy ‘74 Hill
Richard Hiltz
Kim and Kim Hinkle
Rodney Hochstetler ‘73
Alyssa Hoff
Cathy Hoffman
Jason and Melissa Hoffman
Susan Hoffman ‘08
James and Mary ‘83 Hoffmann
Janet Holloway
Max Holly ‘74
Cory and Deborah Holt
Linda Honyoust ‘93
Mark and Danae Hoppe
Shirley Horn ‘68
Daniel and Harriet ‘56 Horne
Eloise Hosken ‘99
Arthur and Agnes ‘62 Hotchkiss
Elaine Houle ‘64
Michael and Margaret ‘53 Houlihan
Wanda House ‘90
Allison Howard
Thomas ‘94 and Pamela ‘96 Howard
Grace and Rebecca Howrigon
Jerry and Maria Howrigon
Dennis Hrcka
Frank ‘90 and Tracy ‘92 Hribar
Thomas and Doris ‘94 Hubbard
Carl Huffman ‘74
Casper and Ruth ‘50 Hughes
Judith Hunt ‘88
Kevin Hunt ‘86
Christopher ‘98 and Michele Hurley
Joan Husted ‘59

Janet Huvaere ‘72
Michael and Susan Iannacchione
Matilda Ignacio ‘75
Image Gallery
Michelle Inclan
Rebecca Ingram
International Diamond and Gold
Marc and Melissa Iott
Joan Italiano ‘50
J.A.B.S.
Angela Jackson ‘98
John Jackson ‘99
Carl and Linda ‘85 Jacobs
Douglas and Linda Jacobs
Laurence Jacobs
Susan Jacobson ‘85
Benson James ‘89
Mark and Dianne Jarmus
Nancy Jenkins
Al and Helen Jensen
Megan Jensen
Rafael and Margarita ‘56 Jimenez
Dalila John
Johnson & Johnson
Johnson Controls Foundation
Adam and Gail Johnson
Cheryl Johnson
Garth ‘86 and Beverly Johnson
Leonard and Melony ‘95 Johnson
Nancy Johnson
Natasha Johnson ‘07
Robert and Mary ‘69 Johnson
Jerrold ‘92 and Marilyn Jones
Nancy Joynt ‘69
Maureen Kaiser ‘65
Amanda Kakoczki ‘02
Jeffrey Kallenbach
David and Janet Kallsen
Colleen Kaltz ‘72
Jim and Sue ‘96 Kane
Nicholas Kaplan ‘03
Denise Kapnick
Stephen ‘77 and Anna ‘76 Kapuscinski
Michael ‘07 and Nichole Karabetsos
Paul Karle ‘12
Robert and Barbara ‘76 Karle
Michael and Audrey ‘78 Kast
Paullette Kathrein ‘93
Sarah Kay
Charles Keefer ‘78
Howard and Louise Keinath
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Terry ‘77 and Nancy ‘76 Kelly
Mary Kenney ‘65
Scott Ketchum
Jennifer Kickles ‘09
Eugene ‘95 and Victoria Kihn
David and Deborah ‘85 Kimmelman
Judith King ‘73
Nancy King
Mary Kinkema ‘61
Leone Kirkpatrick ‘00
Jenny Kitsen ‘65
Deborah Klein
Edward Kleinedler ‘95

Joseph and Carol ‘60 Klop
Patricia Klote ‘69
Laura Klutsarits
Lawrence and Barbara Knannlein
Jeanne Knecht ‘51
Ann Kniep
Eileen Knight ‘69
Wendy Knox ‘92
Colleen Kohler
Rachel Kohn ‘92
Patricia Komajda ‘87
Robert Komoroski ‘86
Kenneth Kops ‘84 and Yeon Jeong
Adam and Lori ‘02 Kosarue
Ross and Mary ‘75 Kosinski
Rod and Lydia Kosovich
Amanda Koyl ‘02
Joyce Kransz ‘07
Jean Kraut ‘67
Dolores Kreger
Marilyn Kremer ‘07
Richard ‘82 and Lydia Kret
Patricia Kroh ‘53
LeAnn Krokker ‘90
Mary Kruse ‘78
Marissa Kunkel
Lisa Kuntz ‘00
Alice Kuschinsky ‘04
Jon and Amy LaBeau
Bruce Ladewski ‘00
Steven Lagacy ‘77
Ronald Lake
Geralynn Lama
Paul ‘86 and Kimberly Landeck
Michael Lane ‘05
Carol Langenbahn
Albert and Mary Langenderfer
Steven ‘79 and Marcia Lankhorst
William Lascott
Steven and Jeanne Lasky
Cody Lawrence
Janet Lawrence
Jerry Lawrence
Linda Lawrence
Phillip and Rebecca ‘77 Lawrence
James and Deborah Lawson
MaryAnn LeTourneau ‘59
Leffingwell Estates LLC
Robert and Holly Leffler
Jay and Janet Lehman
Donald Leibel ‘94
Paul and Patricia Lemanowicz
James and Nancy ‘94 Lemon
Lenawee Broadcasting Company
Lenawee Country Club
Lenawee County Fair
Jennifer Lentocha ‘97
Thomas Leppert ‘92
Eileen Levack ‘58
Arline Levit
Gary Levit
Jack and Faye Lewis
Margaret Lewis ‘97
Mary Leyden ‘58
Jie Li

Robert and Sara ‘64 Like
Dean Lindemann ‘00
Elizabeth Linn ‘71
Wanice Linn ‘08
William Lipke ‘05
Carolyn Lipko
Lori List ‘91
Robert and Elizabeth ‘92 Lommerse
Jenna Long
Joseph and Angela Long
Yvonne Long
Theresa Lopresti
Clarence and Barbara ‘79 Lorentz
Laura Lorenz ‘76
Christopher ‘89 and Elizabeth Loria
Joseph and Berenice Louvar
Leslie Love ‘93
Sharon Love
Claire Lubaway ‘73
C.T. and Natalie ‘58 Lucas
Giuseppe and Cesaria Luce
Douglas and Cheryl ‘84 Lucey
Ray Lutovsky
Asuncion Luz
Scott and Kimberly MacLean
John MacNaughton
Thomas and Christine MacNaughton
Joseph and Caroline Macek
Robert and Kathleen ‘65 Mackstaller
Jason and Deb Magee
Maillette Chiropractic PC
Eric Maillette
David and Deborah Mailloux
Gary Mailloux and Irma Davaloz
Edwin Maloney
Brad and Lora ‘94 Manders
Paget Mangold ‘03
Martha Manheim
Shawna Mann ‘10
Nancy Manson ‘84
Marathon Oil Company Foundation
David and Catherine ‘70 Mariner
Abbey Marlette
Koby and Donna ‘11 Marowelli
Joan Marquard ‘78
Delmar and Margaret Marry
John and Gwen Marry
Jeanne Marsh ‘71
Joseph ‘01 and Jodi ‘00 Marsh
Joyce Marshall
Peter and Charlene Marsiglia
James and Melissa Martin
Kristin Martin ‘03
Mary Martin
Patsy Martin
Robert and Elmira Martin
Trevor and Rose ‘66 Martin
Brooke Martino
Masco Corporation
Michael Mason ‘08
Roshelle Mason ‘03
Jeffrey and Shelly Masse
Sr. Christine Matthews, OP ‘63
David Mattson ‘00
Cynthia Matusko ‘96
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Tyree Mays ‘08
Kenneth McAlpine
Michael and Judy ‘67 McAran
Charles and Mary McCall
William McCall
Peggy McCann
Thomas McCanna ‘80
Maryann McCarthy ‘08
Janet McClelland ‘97
Scott ‘86 and Michelle ‘86 McClure
Dion-Yel McCrary
Donald and Mary ‘83 McCue
Gerald ‘75 and Beth ‘86 McCullough
Meiko McDaniel
Jeff and Sharron McDonald
Randall and Carol ‘83 McElfresh
Roberta McElmurry
Pat McGlone
James and Dolores McHale
Dennis and Glenda McKeand
Brian and Bridget McKeon
Janet McLaughlin
Joy McLaughlin ‘74
Tracey McMullan ‘10
Peggy McMurtry
John McNally
Claudia McPartlin ‘91
Brian and Julie ‘94 McQuillin
Daniel and Janis McVeigh
Kaitlyn Meagher
Gaynor Meilke
Jane Melko
Robert ‘78 and Cindy Melnik
Richard and Cathy Meloche
Dennis ‘78 and Joan ‘95 Menzo
Francesco ‘77 and Denise ‘78 Meray
Kelley Merillat
Roger and Carole ‘80 Merillat
Sharon Metcalf ‘11
Robert and Katherine Metz
Leonard Michaels
Kenneth† and Hildegarde Michel
Megan Michels
Michigan Corporate
Michigan International Speedway
Suzanne Mike ‘65
Catherine Miller ‘71
James Miller
Jeff and Angela ‘09 Miller
Lawrence ‘84 and Sandra Miller
Lisa Miller ‘93
Tara Miller ‘03
Brad Milligan
Charles and Bonnie ‘80 Milliken
Rhea Mills ‘72
Janeece Minott ‘06
Earl and Matilda  ‘68 Minster
Eric Mion ‘00
Carrie Mitchell
Eleanor Mitchell ‘78
Gary and Kelly ‘10 Mohr
Rick Mollette ‘94
Judith Monahan ‘62
Monroe County Community College
Robert MontBlanc

Arden and Tanya Moore
Robert and Karen ‘84 Moore
Mary Morelli ‘89
Morgan Valley Farm
Daniel ‘04 and Amanda ‘05 Morris
Karen Morrison
James and Connie ‘73 Morse
Jeanne Mosley ‘59
Stanislavs Motornaks
Meagan Mousty
Oleksandr Movchan
Sherwyn Mowrer
Joseph and Jeanne ‘80 Mucci
Mud Hens
Bruce Mugerian
James Mulchay III
William Mullaly ‘81
Rose Mary ‘69 Mulleavy
Kathleen Mulligan ‘91
Jerry and Vicki Mummery
Jack and Rhonda ‘93 Munger
Gabriel Murley
Christine Murphy ‘92
Murray & Murray Inc.  
   Mark ‘97 and Mary ‘79 Murray
Sr. Frances Nadolny, OP ‘72
Lee Nagan and Amy ‘88 Davis
Eric Nanni ‘99
Paul Napierala ‘06
Nationwide Foundation
Guadalupe Navarrette
Charles Nelson ‘84
George and Mildred ‘79 Newton
James and Marilyn Ney
Neymeiyer Mechanical Inc.
John and Barbie Neymeiyer
Todd and Tina Nibbe
William and Janet Nibbe
Fred Nichols
Helen Nielson
Susan Nilson ‘00
Mary Nixon ‘78
Paul and Lynne Nord
Richard and Linda Nord
Michael and Catherine Norman
Paul Nungester ‘89
Thomas and Margaret ‘52 O’Brien
Fred and Mary O’Donnell
James and Nancy ‘66 O’Reardon
Dennis and Gayle Oberfranc
Earl and Lisa ‘92 Oberlin
Mark Obrien ‘89
Richard and Kathleen Ochmanski
Nicholas Oliverio ‘05
Donna Olmstead ‘05
James and Julia ‘63 Opalek
Greg and Sharon Opel
Charles and Doris ‘74 Ostrander
Khalilah Outlaw
Gary and Charlotte Owen
Carlee Pallett
Donald and JoAnn ‘70 Palmer
Joan Palmer ‘51
Roger and Dotty ‘82 Palmer
Susan Palushaj ‘10

David and Milagros Paneda
Laura Panozzo ‘07
Dorothy Pantle ‘68
Ralph Papenfuse ‘89
Rebecca Paquette ‘91
Gregory Pardington ‘89
Mark Parison ‘80
Douglas and MaryBeth Parker
Kiesha Parker
John and Marianne ‘67 Parthum
James and Pamela ‘71 Path
Jack and Charlotte Patterson
Dorothy Patton
Lindsay Patton ‘05
Taylor Patton
Arthur and Lora Payette
Michael Payette
Walter and Judith Peacock
Holli Peckens ‘99
Saleem and Mumtaz ‘92 Peeradina
Shoneizi Peeradina ‘10
Richard and Mary ‘60 Peers
Brenda Peet ‘08
Wade and Colleen ‘03 Pelham
Bernadette Pelland ‘79
Gilbert and Barbara ‘58 Pendolino
Gary and Luann Pennington
Pentamere Winery
Cliff and Rosamaria ‘76 Perez
Timothy Perna
Robert Pernell
Roger ‘81 and Jean Perry
Rosie Perrymond
Zomar Peter ‘03
James and Debra ‘79 Peters
Susanne Peters ‘96
Gerald Peterson ‘01
Thomas and Mary ‘75 Petredean
Joseph Petrosky ‘95
Jeff and Jean ‘81 Petterson
Scott and Laura Phillpott
Barbara Piatak ‘64
Florence Pichler ‘65
Jeanne Pierce
James Pietraz ‘07
Jacob ‘03 and Erin ‘03 Pifer
Randall and Julia ‘77 Piggott
David and Charlene Pike
Steve and Mary ‘76 Pike
Sally Pinchock ‘96
Angela Pinkett ‘07
Michael ‘79 and Malinda ‘79 Piotrowski
Susan Platter ‘65
Linda Pliml
Brian and Jacqueline Poindexter
Lisa Poiry ‘94
Karin Poling ‘03
Ann Politzer ‘50
Cynthia Pollet ‘02
Wiona Porath
Mattie Porter ‘05
Randy and Jana Porterfield
Jennifer Postello ‘92
Powerhouse Gym
Deborah Prentice ‘03

William and Madeline ‘56 Prescott
Marilyn Preston ‘60
Timothy Prueter ‘93
Edward and Susan Purrenhage
Mabel Pye ‘01
Mary Quinn
Mary Quinn ‘64
Thomas and Mary Quinn
Randal and Jeanne Rabe
David and Laura Rable
Jeffrey Rabon ‘07
Sally Rae
Rodger ‘83 and Alice Rahhal
Raisin Presbyterian Church
Arun and Lacey ‘02 Rao
Jessica Rath ‘03
Gloria Rawls
Ed and Michele Rawson
Ella Ray
Angela Raymond ‘10
Marjorie Reagan ‘44
Sr. Cathleen Real, CHM
Marjorie Reas ‘94
Mark and Brenda ‘78 Reau
Kenneth and Roberta Rector
Dee Redding ‘71
Cyndia Reed ‘67
Sherry Reed ‘10
Reid Lighting
Frank and Therese ‘84 Reilly
Joshua Reilly
Dale and Diane Reinke
William and Christine Reising
Genevieve Remillard
Michael and Lisa Remorenko
Lynette Renner ‘89
Vicki Rennie
Edgar Repass
Elizabeth Resnik
Jerry and Cindy Revenberg
William and Deborah Rhodaberger
Norman Rhodes ‘76
Kirk Richards
Frederick Richardson
Robert and Julie Richardson
Mary Riedle ‘68
James ‘12 and Liesel ‘06 Riggs
Jere Righter ‘95
Kathleen Riney ‘88
Matthew Ripper
Robert and Carillon ‘69 Ritz
Anthony Roberson ‘99
Joseph ‘75 and Mary Roberts
Mary Robertson ‘67
Maureen Rodgers ‘60
Rosita Rodriguez ‘09
Ricardo ‘05 and Elizabeth Rodriguiz
Christopher and Melissa Roe
Charles and Rebecca ‘89 Roehm
Linda Rogers
Richard and Joan ‘52 Rohr
Dennis and Maureen ‘68 Rompasky
Elizabeth Rose ‘90
Al and Ruth Ross
Gregory Rozeveld ‘03

Douglas Ruesink
Edward and Martha ‘76 Ruesink
William Rufenacht
Joshua Ruffles ‘05
Cricket Rumler ‘00
David and Kathleen Rupp
Lindsay Rupp
Eileen Ryan ‘50
Richard and Kathleen ‘64 Ryba
John Rykert ‘93
SHU - CPS
SHU Counseling Office
SHU Dean for Students Office
SHU Health Services Office
SHU Humanities Division
SHU Library
SHU Office of Enrollment Management
SHU Theatre Department
SYSCO Corporation
Judith Sack ‘64
Robert and Audrey Sack
Phillip Safford
Lee and Gale ‘75 Salazar
Andrew and Erika Salemi
James and Carolee Sam
Josefina Samson
Carol Samulski ‘57
Sr. Corinne Sanders, OP ‘81
Courtney Sanderson
Thomas and Annette Sanderson
Charles Sandusky
Kimberly Sargent ‘02
David Sarnacki and Bridget Flynn
Thomas and Judith ‘62 Saski
Sauce
Carol Savage ‘81
Mary Schaale
William and Carol Schaefer
Jennifer Schaible ‘89
Gerald and Cathleen Schell
Roger ‘73 and Ruth ‘68 Scherger
Ruth ‘48 Schieltz
Mark and Lisa Schirmer
Linda Schlachter ‘93
Deborah Schliesser ‘90
Judith Schmidt ‘74
Raymond Schmidt ‘77
Sr. Patricia Schnapp, RSM
James and Sherry Schneider
Jon ‘08 and Marjie Schoonmaker
Lavon Schoonover ‘86
Eileen Schott ‘64
Donald and Gail ‘60 Schovan
Larry Schroeder
Richard Schroeder
Ruth Schroeder ‘48
Scott and Karin ‘94 Schroer
John Schwabe ‘92
Cecelia Schwartz ‘73
Eleanor Schwartz ‘51
Kenneth and Genevieve Schwartz
Dennis Schwartzlander
Robert and Joyce Schwyn
Tony and Claudia Scioly
Josh and Melissa ‘89 Scully
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Gerald and Jill Sebby
Barbara Seebaldt ‘63
Larry and Ruth ‘78 Seggerson
Barbara Sell ‘76
Richard Shadler ‘90
Roger and Cheryl Shaffer
Sondra Sharpe ‘05
Marie Jeanne Sheck ‘49
Diane Sheeley ‘84
Kent Sheets
Daniel and Mary ‘86 Sheffield
Brian and Jessica Shields
Douglas and Teri Shiels
Ronald Shiels
Greg and Lori ‘93 Shinkle
Laura Short ‘00
Sindy Showerman
Edward ‘78 and Marsha Shrider
Glen Sierpien ‘00
Elenora Siewert ‘87
Albin and Barbara ‘71 Sikora
Steven and Marguerita Simon
Vita Sinacori ‘83
Sr. Anneliese Sinnott, OP ‘63
Mary Kay Sisson ‘71
James Sizer and MaryAnne  
 Costin-Sizer ‘52
Madeline Skala ‘64
Celeste Skalnek ‘10
Audrey Skamer ‘94
Clifford and Kathleen Skodi
Bob Small
Jean Small ‘72
Mary Smetana ‘95
Alden Smith
Daniell Smith ‘96
Dennis and Mary Ann ‘67 Smith
Frederick ‘87 and Janet Smith
Lawrence and Joann ‘75 Smith
Leslie Smith
Mary Smith
Maureen Smith ‘11
Michael and Christine Smith
Richard Smith and Danielle  
 Teunion-Smith ‘89
Rick and Marian Smith
Virginia Smith ‘54
William and Anna Smith ‘64
Steven and Mary ‘11 Smolinski 
Arthur and Mary ‘43 Snowhite
Mark and Jodi Snyder
Eugene and Melanie Sobieski
Charlene Soderquist
Sr. Mary Soher, OP
Sr. Helen Sohn, OP ‘60
Paul and Mary ‘84 Sokol
Thomas and Pam Soli
Sounds Of Light
Kathleen Spacht ‘78
Doug and JoAnn Spade
Gerald and Mary ‘79 Speelman
Steve and Julie Spencer
Kevin Sperry
Debra Splitt
Spotted Cow

Paul Spradley
William and Janice ‘70 Spring
John and Kathi Springer
Squeak’s Custom Cedar Feeders
Patricia St. George
Mary St. Pierre ‘94
James and Tracy ‘91 Stafford
Sr. Barbara Stanek, OP ‘65
Sr. Janet Stankowski, OP ‘74
Glenda Stanley
Starbuck’s
Carlene Staton ‘06
Carolyn Stauffer ‘03
Elizabeth Stedman-Fechner ‘98
James and Jayne ‘74 Steffel
Peter and Patricia ‘89 Steffes
Daniel and Lorraine Stelzer
Bruce ‘65 and Rhea Stephens
Patrick Stevenson
Michael Steveson ‘73
Holly Steward
William Steward
Edward and Susan ‘60 Stieber
Kathleen Stiefel ‘02
Kay Stinson
Mary Ann Stockwell ‘52
James Stout ‘75
Kimberly Stoutenburg ‘09
Charlotte Strack ‘93
Iris Strange ‘90
Mark Stroh ‘81
Jeoffrey and Ellen Stross
Mavis Stroud
Melinda Stubli
Susan Studinger ‘99
Gary ‘85 and Amy ‘80 Sturtevant
Joyce Suber ‘91
Barbara Sullivan
Eric Sullivan
Thomas and Dorothy ‘48 Sullivan
Gerald Summers ‘94
Dianne Sundermann
Katherine Suydam ‘48
Bernard and Marie ‘99 Suzor
Michelle Swartz ‘97
Darla Swint ‘03
Angela Sword
Susan Syljebeck
James Sylvester
Robert Szczechowski ‘96
TRIO Programs at Siena Heights 
University
Debora Tabarez ‘92
Timothy and Elizabeth Tadsen
Robert and Patricia ‘70 Tallman
Larry Tanner
Richard Tanner ‘89
Peter and Sweetie ‘50 Tavolier
Don and Sharon Taylor
Patty Taylor
John and Rene ‘98 Teater
Tecumseh Herald
Derek and Rachel Teff
James and Carolyn Teff
Michael and Barbara Teff

Barbara Tesner
Gordon Theisen ‘82
Judith Thelen ‘68
Lynette Thick ‘03
Ed and Nancy ‘71 Thomas
Ed and Blanche Thomas
Lucretia Thomas
Robert and Judith Thomas
Jean Thomasma ‘07
Bernadette Thompson ‘69
Daniel ‘02 and Brenda ‘81 Thompson
Karen Thompson ‘99
Lois Thornbury ‘78
James and Evelyn Tibbs
Bette Timpani ‘46
Tip Top Restaurant
Liliana Toader ‘08
Hamil and Magdalene ‘06 Tobias
Toledo Walleye’s
Elizabeth Tomaszewski ‘52
Jerolyn Towne ‘94
Brian Townsel ‘04
Carol Townsend
Patricia Tracey ‘64
Megan Traynor
Robert Treat ‘87
Susan Trebilcock ‘75
Jun Tsuji
Dennis and Linda Tubbs
Lyn Turner ‘09
Frank and Rosemary ‘70 Tursak
Marjorie Tursak ‘00
Andrew and Ann ‘53 Tuszynski
Carol Tylicki ‘84
Terry and Cynthia Tyson
U.S. Bancorp Foundation
Dennis and Alice ‘69 Ugljesa
Michael Uleski ‘80
Uloth’s Greenhouse
Dennis Ulrich
Hannah Ulrich
Sr. Grace Urban ‘58
Joseph and Martha ‘68 Uveges
Ronald and Marilee Uyttenhove
Michelle Vaccaro ‘86
Alessia Vagnini
Dorla Vajcner
Cherie VanBlaircum ‘03
Matthew ‘97 and Carleen  
 VanMiddlesworth
Karen VandenBos ‘01
Barbara VanderJagt
Maria Vanderpool ‘11
John Vanhavel ‘69
James Vara
Steve and Dorothy ‘64 Vargo
Marita Varnes ‘58
Matthew and Mary Vegh
Thomas and Anne Venner
Paul and Diana Vergote
Steve and Lori Videto ‘82
Rose and Rosemarie ‘64 Vitatoe
Judith Vogt ‘84
Ralph and Martha Vrable
Roger and Lois Vrable

Mark Vroman ‘08
Merlyn and Barbara ‘60 Wade
Mary Wagner ‘44
Robin Wagner ‘87
Jeffrey and Lori ‘83 Wagoner
Cheryl Walker ‘05
Christopher and Kathrine Walker
Jacqueline Walker
Marlene Wallace
Patricia Wallace-Safford
Carol Wallenhorst
Sheran Wallis
Warren and Mary ‘68 Walrath
Laurie Walter ‘04
Sr. Patricia Walter, OP ‘66
William and Barbara ‘87 Walzem
Mark Ward
David and Roxanna Warfield
Melissa Warfield
Robert and Carol Warnimont
William Warren ‘96
Michael Watkins
William and Jeannette Watkins
Mike Watts
Steven Way
Nancy Weatherby ‘92
Carol Weaver ‘95
Holli Weaver ‘08
Lissa Webster ‘06
Thomas and Lesley ‘09 Weidner
Elaine Weinburger ‘66
Richard Weisgerber ‘74
Sr. Joan Weithman, OP
Mariah Welke ‘12
Kenneth and Debra ‘82 Welsh
Robert ‘00 and Donna Wesner
George and Sandra ‘72 Wetzel
Lawrence and Patricia ‘68 Whalen
Shanon Whelan
J. Charles and Dorothy Whitbeck
Dennis and Sarah White
Gale White
Von White ‘93
Pamela Whitehead ‘95
Crystal Wilcoxen
Herbert and Beth ‘95 Wiley
Diane Wilkie ‘06
Chris Willard ‘78
Julie Willett
Kelly Willey ‘10
Jason Williams ‘08
Jeffrey Williams ‘95
Joseph ‘88 and Paula ‘87 Williams
Bessie Williamson
George and Marion ‘67 Willis
Eric Wilson
Heidi Wilson
Michael Wilson ‘05
Raymond and Diane Wilson
William Wilson ‘82
Myron and Linda Winch
Marvin and Frances Winegar
Michael Winstrom
Cecilia Wise ‘49
Eugenia Wistinghausen

Georganne Withey
Cynthia Witt ‘76
Gary and Christine ‘87 Wofford
Iwona Wojno ‘99
Chelsea Wolford
Gerald and Cheryl Wolford
John and Mabel Wolford
James Wood
John and Mary Wooden
Roshelle Woods
Sandra Woods ‘94
Phyllis Woodward ‘47
Agnes Wotring ‘71
Fred and Lisa ‘90 Wreford
Kevin Wright
Robert Wright ‘90
Troy Wright
Carolyn Wyse
Mary Wysner ‘64
Joan Yaroch ‘53
Cathy Yates ‘01
Jerry Yatooma
Nicole Yeip
Melissa Yekulis ‘03
Janet Yelding ‘04
Helen Yensz ‘75
York Country Designs
Linda Younce
Kelsey Young
Margaret Zarbano ‘72
Dianne Zielbauer ‘99
David and Paula ‘69 Zimmer
Janine Zimmerman ‘75
Rachel Zimmerman
Virginia Zimmerman
Karl and Mary ‘64 Zollner
Sr. Judith Zynda, OP ‘65
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†  Deceased

PERCENTAGE OF GIVING 
BY CLASS YEAR

Alumni giving plays a critical role  
in ensuring that Siena remains an 
institution of opportunity for so  
many. Because of this, we are work- 
ing to increase the number of alumni 
who support the University. Below  
you’ll find a list of class years followed  
by the percent of alumni who made 
a gift last fiscal year.  We ask that 
you consider making a gift each and 
every year. Doing so will increase our 
alumni giving percentages and, more 
importantly, help to provide a life-
changing experience for our students.

1941  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 10.00%
1943  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 5.56%
1944  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 19.05%
1945  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 25.00%
1946  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 13.64%
1947  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 19.23%
1948  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 15.91%
1949  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 5.13%
1950  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 12.96%
1951  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 14.89%
1952  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 19.35%
1953  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 15.25%
1954  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 3.51%
1955  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 14.04%
1956  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 6.78%
1957  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 10.45%
1958  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 20.51%
1959  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 10.20%
1960  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 12.12%
1961  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 3.06%
1962  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 7.06%
1963  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 9.73%
1964  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 16.94%
1965  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 11.85%
1966  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 8.70%
1967  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 13.73%
1968  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 10.18%
1969  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 12.18%
1970  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 12.50%
1972  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 11.45%
1973  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 11.54%
1974  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 16.67%
1975  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 13.51%
1976  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 10.61%
1977  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 6.49%
1978  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 11.96%
1979  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 7.23%
1980  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 4.72%
1981  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 4.94%
1982  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 9.62%
1983  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 8.52%
1984  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 8.37%
1985  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 3.23%
1986  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 5.80%
1987  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 4.46%
1988  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 5.01%
1989  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 6.51%

1990  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 5.25%
1991  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 4.12%
1992  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 4.97%
1993  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 4.40%
1994  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 5.61%
1995  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 3.31%
1996  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 3.57%
1997  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 3.91%
1998  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 2.64%
1999  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 4.22%
2000  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 4.55%
2001  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 2.59%
2002  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 2.81%
2003  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 4.74%
2004  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 3.19%
2005  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 3.16%
2006  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 2.27%
2007  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 3.06%
2008  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 2.60%
2009  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 1.75%
2010  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 1.78%
2011  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 1.01%
2012  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 1.31%

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF  
OR IN HONOR OF

Pamela Balazy
Vijay Caplon
Sean Terry Catron
Lois Jean Chazaud
Therese Craig, OP
John, Amelia & Michael DeRose
Iris Echelberger
Ursula Thompson Foley
N. Lawrence Francoeur
Noel & Ruth Francoeur
Petronilla Francoeur, OP
Prim & Clare Francoeur
Patricia Hogan, OP
Susan A. Jarvis
Stewart & Mary Kramer
Timothy A. Leonard
Arlene Lillywhite
Jeanne Marie O’Laughlin, OP
Kelly Anne Parkinson
Fred Porretta
Richard Quinn
Eileen Rice, OP
Charles Robert Schwartz
Sister Mary Alan Stuart, OP
Donita Sullivan, MD
Lida Voorhees
Jane Weber
Betty Hartley Worthington

HERITAGE SOCIETY

The Heritage Society honors  
those who have made planned  
giving commitments to Siena  
Heights. A planned gift is a great  
way to support Siena Heights and  
leave a lasting legacy. To learn  
more and to become a member  
call (800) 693-0506 or email  
advancement@sienaheights.edu.

Andrea Bailey ‘03
Stephen Ball and Carol Himelhoch
Paul and Rosemarie ‘47 Birman
Mitchell ‘04 and Dawn Blonde
Jerry and Trudy Bohland
Jane Bower
Brian and Stephanie Boyse
Allan and Julie Brittain
Eileen Britz ‘46
Fran and Margaret ‘32 Busche
Evelyn Capoun ‘48
Anne Carrier ‘58
Cervenka Family Trust
Jennifer Hamlin Church
Thomas and Carolyn  Conlin
Betty Cummings ‘82 ‘09
Casilda Daly
Frank Dick
Rosemary Dorr ‘48
Anne MacMillan Eichman ‘67
Larry and Nancy ‘58 Erhardt
Helen Famulener 
Mary Jo Fleming ‘47
Judith C. Francoeur
Elizabeth Geyer ‘52
Charles and Alma ‘51 Given
Margaret Goble ‘86
Lilyan Goosens ‘53
Carleton and Mary Lou Griffin 
Raymond ‘77 and Mary ‘69 Griffin
Ronald and Sharon Griffith
Richard and Jan Gurdjian
Sid and Mary ‘89 Halley
Janet Huvaere ‘72
Bernie and Kathleen ‘82 Jay
Frank and Belinda Johnson
Karen ‘04 ‘10 and John Johnson
Marjorie Krakker
Ruth LaFontaine ‘72
Bruce’85 and Lisa Lee
Malcolm Linehan
Theresa O’Reilly ‘48
Mary O’Toole ‘78
Peter Ossmann ‘03
Stella Perea ‘71
Ann Politzer ‘50
Mary Jo Potter ‘71
Judith Redwine ‘66
Richard and Mary ‘85 Reisinger
Eileen Ryan ‘50
James and Kitty  Sam
Gregory Schira ‘89
Emory and Kristina Schmidt

Matthew ‘88 and Laura ‘86 Schwartz
Helen Simon ‘59
David Stevens ‘81
Byron Stickles ‘83
Stephen Studnicka ‘78
Mary Agnes Sullivan-Roselle ‘48
Nicholas and Jean Thomas
Anna Tompert ‘38
Annette Van Dan ‘62
Rondel and Jane ‘53 Waldo
Judy Wernette ‘89
George and Sandra ‘72 Wetzel
Joan Yaroch ‘53

2011–12
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS

Honorable Margaret M. S. Noe 	
 ‘75, JD
Chairperson of the Board

Frank Johnson
Vicechairperson of the Board

Scott F. Hill
Secretary of the Board

Sister Peg Albert, OP, PhD
President of the University

TRUSTEES

Betty Ellen Cummings ’82, ’09
Michael H. Dawson, MD
James R. Ebbitt
Sister Mariane Fahlman, OP, PhD
Michael Farver, JD
Mauricio Figueiredo
Judith C. Francoeur
Steve Futrell
Michele Anne Gardner, M.D.
Richard J. Haller
James L. (Jay) Hughes, JD
Sister Candace Introcaso, CDP, PhD
Timothy Jakacki
Mike Kapnick
John D. Labriola
Ruth LaFontaine ’72
David E. Maxwell
David G. Mengebier
Sister Frances Nadolny, ’72, OP, PhD
Lisa Crouse Oberlin ‘92
Mary Jo Potter ’71
Jamie T. Richardson ’87
David Richmond
Iqbal Roshd ’83
Ignacio Salazar
Sister Corinne Sanders, OP, EdS
Kristina Schmidt
Sister Anneliese Sinnott, ’63, OP, PhD
Sister Mary Soher, OP
Sister Joan Marie Weithman, OP

TRUSTEES EMERITI

Jerome A. Bohland
A. Evelyn Capoun ’48
Carleton H. Griffi n, JD
Kathleen S. Griffi ths ’69
Stephen L. Hickman
Douglas L. Kapnick, HD ’05
Patrick McDonald, JD
John E. McSorley, JD
James N. Motschall
Edward J. Nussel, PhD
Phyllis E. Peters
Robert E. Price
William M. Reagan, JD, HD ’76
Warren L. Reuther HD ’98
David R. Siler
James P. Silk, Sr., JD
John P. Tierney

2011–12
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Michael Kirk Lane ‘05

Vice President
Mary Small Poore ‘76

Secretary
Carlene Staton ‘06

Past President
Dennis Reeder ‘78
 
Maricruz Avitia ’06
Denise Baldwin ‘02, ‘08
Mary Beaubien, OP ‘55
Charles Colombo ‘00
Christopher Foerg ‘94, ‘12
Mary Hellen Kloeckner Halley ‘89
Katie L. Hatch ‘07
Robert J. Hemmig ‘07, ‘09
Sarah Baker Korth ‘82, ‘97
Leslie Love ‘93 
Bethany M. McCaulley  ‘06
Reginald T. Moore ‘83
Michael P. Morgan ‘83
Nicholas A. Oliverio ‘05
Jacob M. Pifer ‘03
David G. Stevens ‘81
Carole Sporer Stroh ‘52
Joanne M. Warner ‘83

Student Representative
Andy Switzer ‘13
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A Grand Opening

The new Mary 
and Sash Spencer Athletic 

Complex was completed last 
summer—just in time for the fall  

sports season. The new facility that is 
attached to the O’Laughlin Stadium complex 

on campus features new lockerrooms, training 
rooms, and coaches offices for teams that use  

the stadium. The state-of-the-art facility,  
which was part of the $19 million On  

Higher Ground Campaign, was formally 
dedicated on October 6 during 

Homecoming Weekend with  
Mary Spencer on hand to 

do the honors.

Campaign News



from the alumni office
Why we do what we do. 
And why it matters.

At Fall Convocation, Religious Studies 
Professor Ian Bell spoke to a standing-room only 
crowd in St. Dominic Chapel. Convocation is 
the official kick-off of each new academic year 
and the speech by each year’s Eileen Rice Teach-
ing Award winner is always a highlight. 

In an address titled “Why We Do the Things 
We Do,” Professor Bell talked about why he is so 
deeply committed to Siena Heights—and what 
makes this place so special. 

It all comes down to mission and identity.
Siena Heights is a Catholic university 

where “faith and reason walk hand in hand,” he 
said: Unlike many colleges, where education is 
considered strictly intellectual, Siena Heights 
actively encourages students “to ask questions 
about faith and religion,” without judging or 
forcing the answers. “The encounter with one’s 
faith—be it Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Muslim 
or other—is not only tolerated but encouraged.”

We want you to become more compe-
tent, purposeful and ethical, Dr. Bell told the 
students; and to do so in an environment that 
respects the dignity of all. Why? Because “we 
desire good things for you”—a good life and the 
kind of success that is defined not by wealth  
or possessions but by whether the human com-
munity is “better off because of the choices  
you make and the actions you take.”

He ended with a plea: “Take your identity 
and mission seriously. Embrace questions of 
meaning. Explore the arts. Examine the work-
ings of the world. Become a better thinker. If  
you do this, you will be able to define yourself 
not in terms of what you do, but in terms of who 
you are.” And, he added, “You will know why  
you do the things you do.”

Column

29

After Convocation, I found myself asking: 
Why do I do what I do? Why, like Dr. Bell,  
do I consider Siena such a special place?

Answers came easily: Where else could I 
catch a lecture over lunch that linked the 18th 
century Federalist debates with today’s presi-
dential politics? Where else could I stop, on an 
errand, and spend 10 minutes spellbound by  
an art piece exploring history and women’s hair? 
Where else could I slip into a poetry reading, 
stand in awe of young athletes propelling them-
selves over a high bar, and hear “The Great  
Gates of Kiev” on the piano as I left work— 
all in one day? 

Siena is special to me because I can be a life-
long learner just by going to work. And because 
I can see—in the lives of our alumni—the differ-
ence that Siena Heights makes. 

One recent example: When the Adrian 
Schools Educational Foundation presented 
awards this fall, all three recipients of the Out-
standing Teaching and Mentoring Award were 
Siena Heights graduates: Cammy DiPietro ‘87, 
Dawn Huggins ‘93 and Ryan Bills ’02. And an-
other alum, Linda Hooker ’72, was named Mich-
igan Art Education Association High School 
Art Teacher of the Year. All four alumni were 
lauded for innovation in the classroom, respect 
for their students, and going the extra mile. 

Why do we do what we do? 
Simple: Because it makes a difference.

Jennifer A. Hamlin Church 
Associate VP for Advancement &  
Director of Alumni Relations 
(517) 264-7143 
jhchurch@sienaheights.edu
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find us on facebook—search for shu alumni

Siena Heights University 2012-13
Alumni Association Board of Directors

Michael Kirk Lane ’05, President
Mary Small Poore ’76, Vice President
Carlene Staton ’06, Secretary
Dennis Reeder ’78, Past President

Maricruz Avitia ’06 (Southfield)
Mary Beaubien, OP ’55
Christopher Foerg ’94, ’12
Diane Porretta Fox ’89
Mary Kloeckner Halley ’89  
Katie Hatch ’07 
Rob Hemmig ’07, ’09
Manuel Joe Hoskins, III ’03, ’06 (Monroe, Southfield)
Leslie Love ’93
Bethany McCaulley ’06
Michael P. Morgan ’83
Nick Oliverio ’05
Jacob M. Pifer ’03
Wendy Kirkbride Rusie ’99
Denise M. Washington ’00, ’05 (Battle Creek)

Andy Switzer ’13, Student Representative
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From The Sites
SHU—Online
Jimmy Blacker ’09  is employed as a patrol officer 
at St. Clair County Community College. He resides in 
Port Huron, Mich.

Andrew Zaleski ’12 (Lansing) & Laurie Kipp ’12 
have both accepted positions as flight medical crew 
members for Beaumont One, Beaumont Health 
System’s new air medical transportation program.

SHU—Battle Creek
Niki Cummings ’04, ’08/MA recently opened 
a unique transitional home in Battle Creek, Mich., 
for homeless women veterans. The house has five 
bedrooms, which is enough to house eight women. 
It also has a medication office, case management 
and counseling office, a community porch, a dining 
room and full kitchen. 

SHU—Benton Harbor
Timothy Vanderslik ’10 joined the Educational 
Community Credit Union in July as a network 
administrator. His new responsibilities include the 
installation, configuration, maintenance and support 
of ECCU’s internal and external hardware systems, 
in addition to performing all phases of server and 
desktop software installation and maintenance.  
He is also a certified Microsoft professional.

Tom Bevington ’12 is employed as an assistant 
textbook manager at the University Bookstore  
DeVos Center at Grand Valley State University. 

SHU—Lansing
Richard Bushong ’01 
(pictured) was promoted to 
lieutenant in June by the Eaton 
County Sheriff’s Office in Char- 
lotte, Mich. He is a 23-year 
veteran with the office. 

SHU—Monroe
Paula Gyorkos ’05, ’07/MA joined the staff of 
Caring Alternatives Counseling Center in Monroe, 
Mich. She is a limited licensed professional 
counselor and has an enhanced certification as 
an alcohol and drug counselor from the Michigan 
Certification Board of Addiction Professionals. She 
also provides treatment in the areas of domestic 
violence accountability, anger management, 
post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety and 
depression. She resides in Onsted, Mich.

Todd Eberline ’08 is employed as the sales and 
service manager for Fedco-USA in the East Asia 
Oceania region. Fedco is a company based in 
Monroe that manufactures high pressure pumps 
and energy recovery devices for the reverse osmosis 
desalination market. He recently relocated to 
Singapore to start an office there. He has traveled to 
more than 20 countries since starting his position.

Laura Pressotto ’12 (above) received the 
President’s Award from her employer, Pioneer Metal 
Finishing in Monroe, Mich. Pressotto is employed as 
an account manager.

Main Campus
1970s
Ric Leichliter ’73 had his sculpture “Promise to 
Flower” featured as part of the 2012-13 Art of  
Public Places Midwest Sculpture Initiative over 
the summer in Dearborn, Mich. His piece was one 
of 12 featured throughout the year. His “Promise 
to Flower” piece stood more than 9 feet tall. He 
specializes in using scrap materials of interesting 
sizes and shapes that can be incorporated into 
his sculptures. He has produced many pieces for 
corporate and public use, as well as for private 
collections. His work can be view at www.ricsart.
com. He resides in Sugar Grove, Ohio.

Julianne Dolan ’76 received 
the Lenawee Arts Award 
in June for her efforts and 
involvement in the visual and 
performing arts in Lenawee 
County. Dolan has worked for 
Adrian Public Schools for more 
than 25 years, including as an 

early elementary teacher and drama teacher and 
director. She was named fine arts director in 2007. 
The award is presented annually to a person who 
goes above and beyond to support the arts. 

1980s
Ann Belote-Weir ’84 works for the Region 9 
Area Agency on Aging. Her job is two-fold. She is 
an intake specialist for the Home and Community 
Based Waiver Program that serves those 60 and 
older or 18 and older with disabilities to help bring 

services to those who, without services, may be 
placed in a long-term care facility. She is also a  
paid counselor for the Michigan Medicare Medi- 
caid Assistance Program. This program helps people 
who are on Medicare. 

Beth McCullough ’86 was 
honored as a Champion of 
Change by the White House 
during a special ceremony in 
Washington, D.C., in July. 
McCullough is the homeless 
education liaison for Adrian 
Public Schools and the 

homeless education coordinator for Lenawee 
County. She was one of 13 nationwide honored  
for “making a significant difference in the way  
their communities combat homelessness among 
children and youth.” 

Patrick Irwin ’86 was recently named to the Board 
of Directors of the WAY Academy, a non-traditional 
charter school in southwest Detroit. The WAY 
curriculum is in effect in 10 schools in and out of 
Michigan and is based on a learning model initially 
developed in England. The WAY program was 
co-founded by Glen Taylor ’95. 

Joseph Williams ’88 
received the Stubnitz Award 
from the Lenawee United Way 
in June. The award is presented 
annually to someone demon- 
strating exemplary commit- 
ment to the mission of the 
Lenawee United Way and the 

cause of volunteerism in the community. Williams  
is the president of United Bank and Trust and sits  
on several area boards.

1990s
Justo Hernandez ’90 works as a veterans coor- 
dinator at the Veterans Administration office in Ann 
Arbor, Mich. He currently resides in Adrian, Mich.

Jeff Johnston ’90 is currently working on turning 
original artwork into giclee prints and restoring 
vintage boats. He resides in Huntington, Ind.

Erik Wilson ’93 is employed as a store manager 
at Bed, Bath and Beyond in Perrysburg, Ohio. He 
resides in Blissfield, Mich.

Nito Ramos ’95 recently completed his 17th  
year of teaching at Clinton Community Schools.  
He teaches at the elementary level. He and his wife, 
Leanne, and their three children, Garrett, Breanna 
and Kyleigh, reside in Adrian.

Rob Belegrin ’96 is a teacher and a coach at 
Oregon (Ohio) City Schools. He and his wife, 
Michelle, and their two children, Lauren and Brady, 
reside in Curtice, Ohio.

Shawn Winter ’98 was named the advertising 
director of the Holland (Mich.) Sentinel newspaper 
in July. He oversees all advertising sales and oper- 
ations for several publications. He and his wife, 
Sarah, reside in Holland.

2000s
Mark Geha ’00 was named the Teacher of the Year 
by the General Federation of Women’s Clubs this 
spring. Geha teaches science, computer and math 
classes at Blissfield (Mich.) Middle School.

Brooke Hine ’00 recently completed three art 
exhibitions over the summer, including “Enteric” 
Aug. 3-31 in Philadelphia, Pa.; “Aspects of Nature” 
Aug. 4-Sept. 20 in Steuben, Maine; and “Out of 
Bounds” June 23-Sept. 2. In addition, her work 
was also published in Volume 18 of Studio Visit 
Magazine. She operates a studio in Philadelphia.

Jill Cornett ’01 married Scott Myers on April 
21, 2012 at The Courtyard at the Docks along the 
Maumee River in downtown Toledo, Ohio. The bride 
is an administrative assistant to the superintendent 
at Madison Schools in Adrian, Mich. The couple 
resides in Toledo, Ohio. 

Monica Scofield Cheney ’02 is employed as an 
event coordinator. She resides in Linden, Mich.

Shawn Dlabal ’02 is employed as the head 
of monumental resin casting at the Walla Walla 
foundry in Walla Walla, Wash. 

Doug Gray ’04 received the 
2012 Young Leader Incito 
Award from the Lenawee 
United Way in June. Gray is 
director of the Gray Institute  
for Functional Transformation 
(GIFT) and is the chairman  
of the Lenawee United Way 

Young Leader Society. The award is given to some- 
one who inspires by example while making the 
community a better place to live and work. 

Lindsay Domigan ’05 and Martin Skrzniecki  
were married April 28, 2012, at St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church in Monroe, Mich. The bride is a substitute 
teacher in Monroe County and Maumee (Ohio) 
Schools and is a server at bd’s Mongolian Grill in 
Toledo, Ohio. The couple resides in Toledo.

Quinn Stanto ’05 is employed as a freight 
classification specialist at Con-Way Freight in 
Perrysburg, Ohio. He lives in Holland, Ohio. 

Brianna Jagger ’08/MA was named the first 
recipient of the Hillsdale County Teacher of the Year 
Award. She received a $10,000 prize which was 
funded by the Hillsdale County (Mich.) Community 
Foundation and the Stanton Foundation. Jagger was 
one of 99 teachers nominated for the award, which 
recognizes a Hillsdale County educator who goes  

http://www.ricsart.com
http://www.ricsart.com
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Robert Wright ’09/MA was named the principal 
at Onsted (Mich.) High School in June. He was 
formerly the assistant principal and athletic director 
at Sand Creek Community Schools. He resides in 
Adrian, Mich.

Jennifer Belair ’10 had 
some of her artwork recently 
accepted for a billboard project 
in the metro Detroit area. The 
project’s aim was to bring 
artwork into the everyday 
community through digital 
billboards. Belair is currently 

studying for her Master of Fine Arts Degree at Wayne 
State University. To view her contributions to the 
project, visit www.flickr.com and search for  
“Jennifer Belair Detroit Billboard”.

Ashley Mizzi ’10 opened a retail boutique in June 
named Mod Fashion in Northville, Mich.

Chance Lauver ’11 and Nicole Paterson were 
married June 16, 2012, at the First United Methodist 
Church in Ann Arbor, Mich. The couple resides in 
Rochester Hills, Mich.

Robin McDonald ’11 was hired as the fund 
development director for the Habitat for Humanity 
of Lenawee County. She and her husband, Eric, and 
their four children reside in Adrian, Mich.

Brad Monahan ’11 (above) presented a poster  
of his graduate research in June at the American 
Chemical Society Conference in Dearborn, Mich. 
Monahan is currently attending graduate school  
at the University of Toledo.

Kara Prielipp ’12 is studying for a master’s 
degree in Library and Information Science at Wayne 
State University. She is the secretary of the Future 
Librarians for Inclusivity and Diversity student 
organization at WSU. Her future plans include 
working as a public librarian in Michigan. She 
currently resides in Palmyra, Mich.

Deaths
Alumni 
Helen Kane Marten ’39 
Evelyn Oliver Evon  
     (formerly Sister Marie Madonna) ’46 
Jeanne Olivier Riesterer ’47 
Sister Mary Ann Konieski ’59 
Steven Balyo ’77 
Betty Barnhart Duvall ’79 
Roselle Kralick ’84MA
Marge McCallum Kaechle ’93 
Bridgitte Abramczyk ’96 

Friends
Toni Carroll—former instructor.

above and beyond the duties of teaching, who 
enriches the lives of her students and who is dedi- 
cated to school and community. She has taught 
for Hillsdale Community Schools since 2003 and 
currently teaches third- and fourth-graders at  
Bailey Elementary School. 

Jon Schoonmaker ’08/MA opened Omega, a 
counseling and youth empowerment practice, in 
August in Adrian, Mich. He works with both youth 
and adults in areas such as interventions for at-risk  
adolescents, trauma intervention, grief and loss  
counseling, pre-marital counseling and dealing  
with abuse. He resides in Adrian.

Amy Wertenberger ’08, ’11/MA has recently  
opened The Stable Way equine therapy practice  
in Tecumseh, Mich. She is a licensed counselor  
in the state of Michigan and works as a case mana- 
ger and therapist with homeless veterans at Harbor 
Light in Monroe, Mich. 

 M  artha asked me to say something 
about her that would make you laugh. On the 
other hand, she used to tell me that she had to 
explain my sense of humor to others—so I  
am not sure that there is much hope that I can 
fulfill her wishes.

But let me begin by telling you the story of the 
little first or second grader that reported on his 
Bible school class. They had been told the story 
of Jesus visiting Lazarus and Martha and Mary.  
Martha as you will recall complained that Mary 
was not helping her with the hostess work.  The 
youngster reported that Jesus replied, “Martha, 
Martha, you’re too fussy.”

Now I think most of us would agree that we 
don’t normally think of Martha Carroll as “Fussy.”   
For example, we would hardly think of her as  
especially “fussy” about the professional foot- 
ball team she chose to support.

However, when it came to the causes about 
which she was passionate, she could be very 
“fussy.”  And she was passionate about helping 
individuals with special needs. When she agreed 
to develop a special education program for Siena 
Heights in 2006, she worked to provide the best 
courses and experiences the potential teachers 
could have to serve the needs of their future 
students, including the collaboration skills to 
work with administrators, faculty, and families.  
She undertook this project after retiring from the 
University of Toledo. So she put an enormous 
amount of energy into planning curriculum and 
writing course syllabi as well as learning the 
requirements of a different state Department 
of Education. She traveled to Lansing; she met 

with state officials; she listened carefully; she 
explained tirelessly; she got it done four times 
for the program at Siena Heights, for both the 
graduate and the undergraduate programs in 
learning disabilities and cognitive impairment.

Martha’s passion led her to be a crusader for 
making buildings and all learning experiences 
accessible to individuals with special needs. She 
encouraged all of us to do exercises that would 
help us understand the challenges that exist in 
so many ways and in so many places. She would 
invite us, or cajole us, or nag at us until we 
would walk with her to see and understand the 
problems. When she agreed to come on board at 
Siena to develop the special education program, 
she did so on one condition—that she not have 
to be a member of any committee. After all, 
retirement had to have some rewards. However, 
she later asked to be placed on the campus 
master planning committee so she could advo- 
cate for the cause of accessibility—so she could  
be fussy about how we arranged new buildings 
for the sake of the people who would inhabit 
them. I would say that asking to sit on a com- 
mittee is about as passionate as you can get.

Martha was also passionate about her college 
students, for they would eventually serve those 
individuals with special needs. She spent hours 
advising, listening, teaching, and providing 
supplementary materials for them—including 
feeding her students real barbecue imported 
from Carolina. … She was also an undying 
advocate for her students.  

Martha accomplished the goals about which 
she was passionate based on a strategy of 
collaboration and she was very good at it. She 
was clear about her goals and she respected 
the motivation of all involved to want the best 
in the situation. Martha got things done and 
she knew it.

During this past year, she dealt with a time 
when she began to feel better but was unsure 
about whether or not she was accomplishing 
what God was calling her to do. We talked 
and prayed a little about that. I think Martha 
recognized that it was a time to give God control 
and she did that. I hope that she now knows 
that she was still teaching—teaching all of  
us who would heed how to die gracefully. 

Alumni Focus
The Adrian Schools Educational Foundation 
named its outstanding teachers for 2012, 
and they include Dawn Huggins, Cammy 
DiPietro and Ryan Bills. All three are Siena 
Heights graduates. They were recognized Oct. 
4 at a reception. 

Bills is currently an art 
and technology teacher 
at Adrian High School. He 
is also the International 
Baccalaureate Programme 
art instructor. He teaches 
the Stage Craft class at 

AHS where students design and build scenery 
for all the districts plays and musicals. He has 
taught middle school and elementary school 
art, coached middle school boys track and 
high school cross country and served as the 
technical director for high school musicals and 
plays. Bills has both his bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in fine arts from Siena Heights. 

DiPietro is a fifth- and 
sixth-grade language  
arts, reading and social 
studies teacher at AMS 
5-6, where she has been 
for eight years. She taught 
the same subjects at the 

seventh- and eighth-grade level at APS, where 
she also served for many years as student 
council and peer mediators supervisor. She 
is the school liaison for the “Reading is Cool” 
program, and also has her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from SHU. 

Huggins is currently a 
kindergarten teacher at 
Lincoln Elementary School. 
She has also taught first 
and second grade. She  
has two bachelor’s degrees 
from Siena Heights 

University. Huggins’ nominators recognized  
her ability to understand each student’s 
learning style and use the right combination  
of emotional and academic support to chal- 
lenge her students to learn. 

 Tribute to late Siena 
Heights faculty member  
Dr. Martha Carroll
Editor’s Note: The following edited tribute to late SHU faculty member  
Dr. Martha Carroll was given by SHU Vice President of Academic Affairs Sister 
Sharon Weber at Martha’s funeral on July 15, 2012.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/billboardartproject/sets/72157630766626186/with/7652844828/


Siena Heights Now Offers 
an Online Master of Arts 

Degree in Leadership!

Contact Us Today!
Phone: 517.264.7235 

Email:  jermiger@sienaheights.edu

Advertisement

Graduate College

OPPORTUNITY

Considering Graduate School?

Now accepting new students!



alumni and campaign news
athletic events such as football, track and field, 
soccer and lacrosse. 

The baseball field, completed last spring,  
features an artificial surface infield and is consid-
ered one of the premier small-college facilities 
in the region. In July 2012, the Mary and Sash 
Spencer Athletic Complex opened adjacent to 
the stadium and features state-of-the-art locker-
rooms, offices and training facilities.

Construction is currently underway  
on the new McLaughlin University Center,  

Alumni News
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Alumni Association Note: 

Patricia Schnapp, RSM, 
now in her 26th year on the 
Siena Heights University 
English faculty, became an 
honorary member of the 
Alumni Association this fall. 
Her record—as a creative 

and inspiring teacher, accomplished author and 
editor, dependable mentor and fan of students, 
dedicated prison volunteer and advocate for  
the homeless, irrepressible lover of literature, and 
faith-filled friend to all at the University—surely 
qualifies her as a true Saint. Known to provide 
rhyming verse for any occasion, she wrote and 
recited the following on the occasion of receiv-
ing the 2012 Honorary Alumni Award. 

A Short Ode of  Tribute to  
Siena Heights University

By Sister Pat Schnapp, RSM  
Honorary Alumna of SHU

Siena to me has been more than hospitable, 
its kindnesses gen-rous and quite unforgittable.

It’s infused with the spirit of Sisters Domini-
can, who can sure keep their charism vital— 
if iny kin!

Deans ‘n colleagues are sharp and are always  
congenial, and they rarely show flaws either  
mortal or venial.

Yes, salt of the earth are Siena’s professors, 
though I’ve never consulted their shrinks  
or confessors!

They’re gen-rous with time and their talents  
and knowledge, which makes this a vibrant, 
unique, and fine college.

Our students come here both to work  
and to learn. Well, the bulk of them?—and it  
is rare that they spurn . . .

Our exertions in class. And indeed they  
remind us, that from them will come the  
next Thomas Aquindus!

By our fine arts pursuers we’re constantly  
wowed, And our athletes continue to make  
us all proud.

As precious as once was the heavenly  
manna, is Adrian’s jewel and pride—our Siena!

And if in the future I ever feel glum, 
I’ll remember: I’m an Honorary Siena alum!

This thought will revive me and make  
my heart cheerful. And here ends my verse— 
since you’ve had quite an earful! 

On Higher Ground Campaign 
Closes with $19 Million Raised

Siena Heights University closed the most 
successful campaign in the institution’s history 
with an on-campus celebration Oct. 16.  

The On Higher Ground  
      Campaign shattered its      
         original goal of $13  
         million by finishing  
        with more than $19  
     million in pledges and 

gifts over a three-year period. The campaign  
officially ended on June 30, 2012.

“The campaign response was everything  
we had hoped for and more,” said SHU Presi-
dent Sister Peg Albert, OP, PhD. “We secured 
the largest individual gifts in the institution’s his-
tory, and we now have visible evidence of what 
this campaign has meant for Siena Heights— 
especially for our students.”

The campaign addressed three primary 
priorities: new athletic facilities, a new university 
center and growing the endowment through 
securing planned and estate gifts. 

O’Laughlin Stadium and Dawson Field  
were completed in fall 2011, and now host  

which will include a dining service, bookstore, 
community rooms and recreational space.  
The student center will be a functional gather-
ing space and will benefit all segments of the 
university community, enhance the quality 
of student life for resident and non-resident 
students alike and support more community 
events. The center is scheduled to be open  
by the time classes begin in fall 2013.

“None of this would have been possible  
without the generosity of our donors, some  
of whom have created a lasting footprint and 
legacy at Siena Heights,” President Albert said. 
“Our benefactors recognized what great things 
are happening here at Siena Heights, and now 
have a chance to create even more opportuni-
ties for our students. We are certainly now ‘On 
Higher Ground’ from a facility and student  
support standpoint.”



Advertisement

Do you want economic 
certainty amidst low 
interest rates and stock 
market volatility?

A Siena Heights University charitable 
gift annuity offers a fixed, partially tax-
free income stream—with payout rates 
as high as 9.5%, depending on your 
age—that does not fluctuate with mar-
ket conditions or other changes in the 
economic environment. Gift annuities  
are secured by the entire asset base of 
Siena Heights.

In addition to this lifetime income 
stream for one or two individuals, gift 
annuities also offer immediate income, 
capital gain, and estate tax savings.

Sample single-life annuity rates:  
(lower two-life rates are available)

Age 65 - 4.7%	 Age 70 - 5.1% 
Age 75 - 5.8%	 Age 80 - 6.8% 
Age 85 - 7.8%	 Age 90 - 9.0%  

For more information on  
setting up a Siena Heights 
Charitable Gift Annuity,  
visit us on our website at: 
www.sienaheights.edu/ 
GivingToSiena.aspx.

Or call the Advancement Office  
at (800) 693-0506, or email us at  
advancement@sienaheights.edu.

&Give
Receive



From the SHU Archives

“With the installation of television receivers ready for use in  
the summer session of 1962, Siena Heights now has the facili-
ties to receive four educational channels consisting of Midwest 
Program of Airborne Television channels 72 and 76, channel  
56, and channel 10 from Lansing . . . The addition of a closed  
circuit channel will enable us to originate programs from any 
class-room that has the TV receptacle and from Benincasa  
dining hall, Archangelus lounge and Walsh Hall auditorium. 

Siena Heights College has been approved as a charter mem- 
ber of the Midwest Program on Airborne Television Instruction, 
Inc., an association of schools and higher institutions. The orga-
nization known MPATI is located in the states of Indiana, Illinois, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and Wisconsin.” Siena Heights was  
on the cutting edge, with copy machines and television! u

The Archives

A Report from Dean Dorothy Browne, OP to the board of trustees in 1962, reads:
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Siena Heights University is offering  
personalized benches, bricks & trees  
to help beautify our campus!

Please check out our link on the website at:  
www.sienaheights.edu/giving.aspx

LEAVE YOUR MARK ON CAMPUS!

Prices are as follows:
Personalized brick pavers located at the  
new McLaughlin University Center  
range in price from $100-$500
Trees are $500 (includes personalized plaque)
Benches are $1500 (includes personalized plaque)

QUESTIONS OR MORE INFO?
Call or email Kate Hamilton
(517)264-7138 or  
khamilt2@sienaheights.edu


