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from the president
 “Be Bold. Think Higher.”

By now, if  you’ve seen the cover of  this issue of  
 “Reflections,” you’ve figured out the theme I chose 
for Inauguration Weekend.

What exactly does “being bold” mean in higher 
education? In my inaugural address, I said to  
be bold is an act of  courage. Perhaps it is more  
common for individuals to be bold, but institu-
tions such as Siena Heights University must be 
bold as well. Being bold is not a careless act, but 
rather an act that is initiated because one cares so 
much. Siena Heights University is an institution 
that cares beyond reason and is made bold by its 
history and its distinct mission from its founding 
to this present day.

Being bold means branching out into new areas, 
reaching out instead of  pulling back, and trying 
out different approaches when the status quo is 
not working.

Branching out could mean increasing enrollment, 
and doing it by recruiting more local, national 
and international students.

Reaching out could mean collaborating more  
with local businesses and organizations in order to 
create new opportunities and improve the quality 
of  life for all.

Trying out could mean adding new programs, like 
nursing, to enhance the quality and variety of  the 
academic experience at Siena.

If  that isn’t bold enough for you, I promise there 
are more exciting plans on the horizon!

But the other half  of  my inaugural theme,  
“Think Higher,” is just as important to the future 
success of  Siena Heights. Thinking higher chal-
lenges our students, administration, faculty and 
staff  on many different levels, whether achieving 
an elevated academic standard, focusing on a 
greater spiritual purpose for their lives or  

striving for a better place in the professional 
world. Hopefully, the combination of  all aspects 
of  thinking higher will impel all of  us to make a 
positive difference in our world.

I have seen first-hand what “Be Bold. Think High-
er” can mean. When I was put in charge of  a strug-
gling law school in Orlando, Fla., several years 
ago, the situation looked bleak. There were less 
than 100 students enrolled, and the school had not 
yet been accredited by the American Bar Associa-
tion – a major roadblock to student recruitment.

However, through some bold moves and higher 
thinking, today the school has more than 500  
students enrolled and received provisional  
accreditation, with final accreditation in sight. 

Since arriving at Siena Heights University in 
July, the reception I have received from both the 
Siena family and the Lenawee community has been 
overwhelming. As a board member, I had a chance 
to get a closer look at Siena, but as its president, 
I have fully immersed myself  in the people, place 
and spirit that are truly Siena Heights University. 
Events like Alumni Weekend and Inauguration 
Weekend only solidified those feelings, and now 
that those festivities are over (but certainly not 
forgotten), it is time to focus even more on the 
task at hand.

I’m excited about being at Siena, especially when 
I envision what the future can hold. As the 10th 
President of  Siena Heights University, I promise 
to remain true to my inaugural theme. Won’t you 
join me?

Be Bold. Think Higher!

 
 

Sister Peg Albert, OP, Ph.D. 
President
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from the editor
And I thought that was an  
eventful year . . .

When I arrived at Siena Heights University last 
January, I was told it was going to be quite an 
eventful year.

Boy, was that an understatement. 

Here is just a brief  rundown of  what has occurred 
at Siena during the past several months:

•	 Sister Peg Albert, OP, Ph.D., was named the 	
	 10th president and was inaugurated Nov. 3;

•	 Campus Village, a residential housing facility, 	
	 was completed last August and is redefining 	
	 campus life;

•	 Benincasa Dining Hall underwent a complete 	
	 renovation and the climate-controlled environ-	
	 ment has transformed the dining experience at 	
	 Siena Heights;

•	 Barnes & Noble refurbished the Archangelus 	
	 Ballroom and currently operates a campus 	
	 bookstore that is second to none in the region.

•	 New roofing to most of  the main campus build-	
	 ings has been installed and the interiors have 	
	 been revitalized with paint and new carpeting;

Is that enough? The answer is no. In fact, it’s just 
the beginning. 

Sister Peg’s inaugural message of  “Be Bold. Think 
Higher” is the springboard to bigger and better 
things for Siena Heights. Her job as president is  
to unlock the untapped potential that is Siena. 
Our job, as faculty, staff  and administration, is  
to make sure that potential is realized.

While the newness of  Sister Peg’s arrival is wear-
ing off, the excitement on campus is just beginning 
to swell. In fact, the anticipation of  greater things 
to come is tangible. 

“Be Bold. Think Higher” is more than just a 
catchy slogan or marketing pitch. It hopefully will 
become the thought process of  everyone involved 
with the success of  Siena Heights University.  
As one of  the people who markets the university,  
I believe a basic premise of  any successful cam-
paign is integration – or inclusion. The message  
is important, but everyone has to believe in the 
message to make it successful.

And Sister Peg definitely wants to include as 
many people as possible at Siena’s table. Just read 
about her role in the unbelievable transformation 
of  Barry University’s law school in the following 
pages of  this issue of  “Reflections.” She brings  
that same can-do attitude to Siena. 

This year will definitely be remembered as one  
of  the most eventful in recent times at Siena 
Heights. However, behind the charge of  “Be Bold. 
Think Higher,” my hope is future years will make 
this one look pale by comparison.

Doug Goodnough 
Editor
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Below: Students, faculty 
and staff attended the 
September 10th open 
house and ribbon cutting 
for our new space in 
Southfield. Pictured below 
are faculty: Peggy Motsch, 
Associate Professor 
of Psychology; Carol 
Himelhoch, Associate 
Professor of Management  
and Steve Ball, Carol’s 
husband, and Associate 
Professor of Finance for 
Lourdes College.
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Siena’s Southfield Degree 
Completion Center Opens  
In A New Location
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Health, Care
By Samantha Mullins ’09 
Staff Writer

Above: For the past 21 years, Norma Baldwin has played 
a large role in the health of Siena Heights University. 
More commonly known around campus as “Nurse 
Norma,” she has served as Siena’s director of Health 
Services, with her main responsibility being the health 
and well-being of Siena’s students.

Nurse Norma Baldwin Has Kept Siena 
Heights Students Healthy For 21 Years

Campus News

Staff  Profile
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Sports News

Chris Hudson

2006 Softball Team

LeeAnn Fleming

Adam Hartle

Josh Dixon

2006 Women’s Golf Team

saints highlights
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Sports News

2006 Men’s Soccer Seniors

2006 Women’s Soccer Seniors

2006 Volleyball Seniors

Robert Deo

2006 Women’s Cross Country



Feature Article

[Embracing]
Siena Heights

                   Sister Peg Albert, OP, Ph.D. 
                                     Brings A Compassionate, Collaborative Leadership Style  
                                                      To The Office Of The President



Feature Article

At some point in her life, she has worn all 
those titles like a comfortable sweatshirt on a cool 
autumn day. 

As the 10th President of  Siena Heights University, 
Sister Peg Albert, OP, Ph.D., will apply the skills 
and experience associated with all those titles to 
her new position. Over the course of  her time at 
Siena, she will probably collect several new titles 
along the way. Like Fundraiser. And Trailblazer. 

But her most overarching title – that of  Adrian 
Dominican Sister – is the one that perhaps carries 
the most significance for Siena Heights University, 
as well as herself. The first Adrian Dominican  
to be chosen president since 1969, Sister Peg is  
the visible link to Siena’s past, and its conduit  
to the future. The “OP” at the end of  her name  
is short for the Order of  Preachers, which identi-
fies her as a member of  the Dominican congrega-
tion. With Sister Peg, “OP” can also stand for 
Outwardly Passionate, Outgoing Personality  
and Openly Practical.

As the Siena community welcomed her with open 
arms, culminating with an emotional and exuber-
ant weekend of  events surrounding her Nov. 3 in-
auguration, Sister Peg is poised to make good on 
her inaugural theme of  “Be Bold. Think Higher.”

A Higher Calling
The daughter of  Ron and Rita Albert grew up in 
South Florida as the middle child of  five siblings. 
Mary Margaret, shortened to a more informal 
“Peg,” was first introduced to the Adrian Domini-
can Sisters while a student at St. Anthony’s Grade 
School in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 

“I just loved to be with them,” said Sister Peg, 
recalling her first teachers. “They were fun to be 
with. But, they were challenging to be with at 
times, in the sense that they would challenge you. 
There was that sense of  commitment to people 
that I liked, and that very much attracted me.”

The attraction was so strong, she decided in the 
second grade she was going to be an Adrian Do-
minican Sister – although she had to wait until 
she was 20 years old before entering the convent. 

“I knew what I wanted to do,” Sister Peg said. “It 
was a call, I believe, from an early age that only 
solidified as I got older.”

However, it didn’t prevent her from having a  
“very normal” childhood. The Albert family is a 
spirited family, a gregarious bunch. Family func-
tions often include plenty of  laughter, and a little 
music, courtesy of  her guitar-playing brothers. 
And there were no shortages of  sibling rivalries.

“We have our differences at times,” said Sister Peg 
of  her two older brothers, Bill and John, one 
younger brother, Paul, and one younger sister, 
Mary. “We can get into arguments like anyone 
else, but we always have a good time. You don’t get 
away with anything. You would never have a huge 
ego in my family.”

Her most difficult decision to come to Michigan 
and lead Siena Heights was leaving her family in 
South Florida, especially her father, who recently 
turned 86 years old. 

“There were mixed emotions,” said her older 
brother, John, who attended Siena’s inauguration 
ceremony as part of  a large family contingent. “We 
were obviously very happy for her, but we were sad 
to see her leave. It’s going to be a big adjustment, 
probably more for us than for her. But we knew it 
was something she wanted to do, so that made a 
big difference for us.”

Sister Donna Markham, Prioress of the Adrian Dominican  
Sisters, gives Sister Peg Albert a blessing during inauguration 
ceremonies Nov. 3, 2006.
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[Counselor. Competitor. Mediator. Administrator. Collaborator. Rehabilitator. Leader.]

By Doug Goodnough



The Competitive Side
Those who know Sister Peg best know better than 
to challenge her competitiveness. A star athlete 
at St. Thomas Aquinas High School, Sister Peg 
was voted “Most Athletic” by her classmates. Her 
brothers raised her on a steady diet of  baseball, 
football, basketball and golf  – but tennis was her 
sport of  choice.

A standout on her high school team, she was slated 
to be the squad’s No. 1 singles player. However, she 
had to settle for No. 2 when someone named Chris 
Everett – one of  the all-time tennis greats – came 
along and bumped her from the top spot. 

“Perhaps I should have taken tennis a little more 
seriously,” Sister Peg said, with a grin.

“I only played her once,” John said of  his sister.  
“I was a hotshot coming home from college, play-
ing football my freshman year. I popped off  to 
her and told her that anybody could play tennis. 
She took me over (to play) one day. I didn’t know 
how to keep score, but whatever it was, she beat 
me that to nothing. So I never played tennis (with 
her) again. She is very competitive.”

Nowadays, that athletic competitiveness is flashed 
only occasionally on the golf  course. But her drive 
to succeed suits her well as a university president.

The Great Listener
As an undergraduate student at Wayne State Uni-
versity in Detroit, Sister Peg completed her degree 
in sociology with a pre-social work curriculum. 
She began her professional career helping people, 
and she still does so today – although in a differ-
ent way as an administrator in higher education.

“I think I’ve been blessed with a gift of  establish-
ing good relationships,” said Sister Peg, who holds 
a Ph.D. in social work and brings a counseling 
background with her to Siena Heights. “I’ve al-
ways been able to establish healthy, appropriate 
relationships and have been able to use the skills 
and the knowledge that I have, to assist people in 
changing their lives.”

Above Top: Sister Peg (far right) enjoyed a festive inauguration ball 
Nov. 4 with family, friends, administration, faculty, staff and students.

Above Bottom: Sister Peg’s family attended her inauguration. Pictured 
with her are her father, Ronald (center), and her sister, Mary (right).

Drug addicts, alcoholics, battered women, marital 
turmoil. Sister Peg has listened to and counseled 
people with all kinds of  troubles and turmoils 
during her career. First, just out of  college, it was 
helping troubled souls from the streets of  inner-
city Detroit. Then it was counseling students, 
faculty and staff  at Barry University in Miami 
Shores, Fla. 

“I don’t think there’s any greater joy than seeing 
somebody who’s suffered emotionally get to a new 
point in his/her life,” she said. “I was blessed to see 
that happen time and time again. It’s not necessar-
ily what I did (that made it happen), but what each 
person was willing to do to change. I’ve listened  
to some difficult things people have experienced  
in their lives.”

At Barry, she began counseling students, and her 
reputation as a therapist, listener and problem-
solver was so impressive that eventually she was 
advising the administration on how to successfully 
deal with issues on a university-wide level.

“I see life as relational,” Sister Peg said. “Relation-
ships are the most important thing in my life.”
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“I just loved to be with them,”  
Peg says, recalling her first  

Dominican teachers. “There was  
that sense of commitment to  

people that I liked, and that very  
much attracted me. I knew what  

I wanted to do. It was a call, I  
believe, from an early age that  
only solidified as I got older.”



Friend and Mentor
Other than her family, Sister Peg’s closest friend is 
Sister Jeanne O’Laughlin ’ 58, who served as Barry 
University’s president for 23 years. She is presently 
the Chancellor at Barry.

Sister Jeanne hired Sister Peg as a counselor,  
and noticed her potential as a problem-solver  
almost immediately.

“She would really help me with all the problem-
solving,” said Sister Jeanne, who eventually  
promoted her to Executive Assistant to the  
President. “When students had a problem that  
had to go beyond the vice presidential level, she 
would enter into it. I never once thought that a 
student was neglected or that a student would  
not get a good hearing. 

“She had a way of  dealing with people. When 
you’re the president of  an institution, you look 
for those who can do the things you can’t do. I 
was very outward in searching for funding and 
directions for the university to take. And I always 
felt that I needed someone who was stable and was 
concerned about the inner side of  the university.”

That someone was Sister Peg.

While they worked very closely in a professional 
setting, a terrible incident brought them together 
in a very personal way.

One evening, Sister Jeanne was getting out of  her 
car at home after a fundraising event when she was 
mugged and badly beaten. At the time Sister Peg 
was living with a mutual friend of  the two, Sister 
Nora Leahy. The call came in that Sister Jeanne 
was in the hospital.

“When we found out about it, Nora and I went  
to the hospital,” Sister Peg said. “For some reason, 
I don’t know how I ended up staying with her, but 
I was with her when they were sewing her nose  
up that had been split. I spent that night at the 
hospital because she was so frightened. We didn’t 
talk a lot because she was so miserable.”

But the bond that formed couldn’t be put  
into words.

“Peg is a strong woman,” Sister Jeanne said.  
“Anyone who knows Peg knows that you laugh  
a lot. If  you don’t laugh at life sometimes, the 
tears will drown you. Peg can say something in  
the moment when the tension is so high that it 
breaks the tension.”
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Their friendship continued to grow, and in 1996 it 
was Sister Peg who needed a shoulder. Her mother 
was diagnosed with terminal cancer and she was 
alone at the time. Sister Jeanne moved Sister Peg 
in to live with her, and the two shared the same 
residence until Sister Peg accepted the presidency 
of  Siena Heights. From the Sunday night parties 
they hosted to “keep the spirit going” at Barry, to 
addressing the everyday issues at the university, the 
two shared the good and the bad times.

Feature Article

“She would really help me with  
all the problem-solving,” said  

Sister Jeanne. “She had a way of  
dealing with people. And I always  
felt that I needed someone who was  

stable and was concerned about  
the inner side of the university.”

Sister Jeanne, nearly 25 years Sister Peg’s senior, 
nurtured the leadership qualities in her protégé, 
first by encouraging her to complete her doctor-
ate, later by promoting her to Executive Vice 
President, just a step away from President.

“When I received my Ph.D. in 1970, I always 
thought it was important to raise up other 
(Adrian Dominican Sisters) to Ph.D.s,” said Sister 
Jeanne. “(Sister Peg) was one of  the women who  
I saw could be raised up. … I was very anxious  
to advance an Adrian Dominican Sister and was 
very anxious to have somebody develop the skills 
that she had naturally, but I also wanted to be in a 
position to teach her the kind of  skills she would 
need to bring her vision into reality.”

First, Sister Peg had a very big test to pass.

Test of a Leader
Sister Peg settled into a comfort zone at Barry, 
familiar with almost every aspect of  the institu-
tion, including campus ministry, career services, 
health services and strategic planning. 

However, when the ever-ambitious Sister Jeanne 
decided Barry needed to branch out and purchase 
a struggling law school in Orlando, Fla., she had 
one person in mind to run it – Sister Peg.

“At first, she was not real wild about it,” Sister 
Jeanne said.

That was an understatement.

Below: Sister Peg Albert shares an inauguration moment with her friend and mentor, Sister Jeanne O’Laughlin (right).



“We’d talk about it informally. And I said, ‘I really 
don’t want to go,’” Sister Peg said. “My dad was 
here and my mom had died… I could have killed 
(Jeanne) one Christmas. We were going to buy 
the law school and Jeanne said to my father, ‘I’ve 
offered Peg the law school, and I think she should 
take it.’ My father then gets all upset because he’s 
feeling that I’m leaving town. So I said to him 
afterwards, ‘Dad, don’t worry. I’m not going.’ ”

Sister Jeanne and her legendary way of  persuasion 
eventually won out.

“She said, ‘Well, I just think you’re the one to  
go. You understand the mission. You understand 
the culture,’” Sister Peg recalled. “So I said, ‘OK, 
I’ll go.’”

Though it was just a couple hundred miles away, 
Sister Peg considered running the law school  
more of  being sent on a mission rather than  
a promotion.  

“In the end, I prayed about what it was that I  
was called to do, and God let me know that I was 
the one who should be sent,” she said of  the deci-
sion. “I felt my Dominican roots strongly during 
this time of  discernment. In the early days of  the 
Dominican Order, St. Dominic sent his followers 
out two by two. I really had the experience of  be-
ing called and sent and although it was difficult  
to go, it felt right.”

When Sister Peg arrived in Orlando, the school 
had an enrollment of  less than 100 students and 
was not accredited by the American Bar Associa-
tion, a major stumbling block to its success.

“When I went up there, there were very good 
people, but there were a few people who were not 
in tune with the mission (of  Barry),” she said. “And 
the way that things operated were sort of  in the 
dark. There did not seem to be many reasonable 
processes in place in order to get things accom-
plished. I announced one day that we were going 
to operate in the light, that there were no secrets, 
and that we had a great number of  things to ac-
complish. I always stressed the Barry mission.” 

There were some other, deeper problems to  
confront. 

“There were relationships and alliances that  
were all crazy and convoluted,” Sister Peg said. 
“I really had to sit down and talk with everybody 
individually and work things out. I asked each 
member of  the community if  they could live the 
mission of  Barry University.  I gave them time  
to assess whether they were able to do so. Most 
embraced the mission enthusiastically but some 
chose not to walk with us.”

Sister Jeanne was less diplomatic when discussing 
the challenges the school faced from the outside.

“The battle was literally a prejudice towards  
nuns, prejudice towards women, prejudice towards 
the previous history of  that institution,” she said 
of  the male-dominated legal profession. “(The 
ABA) did not want another law school. They par- 
ticularly didn’t want one started by a woman-
founded school. We really had some tough times, 
and I can remember standing before students and 
saying, ‘We did everything the ABA wanted us to 
do but quit.’ And Peg and I just made up our minds 
we weren’t going to quit.”

Finally, Sister Peg managed to change the climate, 
improve the academic quality and gain provisional 
accreditation in 2002. Currently, the law school 
boasts more than 500 students and is on the brink 
of  finally receiving the accreditation that looked 
very improbable several years ago.

“It wasn’t an accident that they sent a social  
worker up to the law school in Orlando,” said  
Sister Peg, who still maintained her duties at  
Barry’s Miami Shores campus while heading the 
law school. “It was the hardest thing profession-
ally that I’ve ever done in my life because of  all  
the emotion involved.”
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“It really became her law school,” Sister Jeanne 
said. “She had to start at the bottom and bring 
everything up. There’s not a problem she’s going 
to face (at Siena Heights) that she probably hasn’t 
had to face at either Barry or the law school.”

Path to the Presidency
When Sister Jeanne decided to resign as President 
of  Barry in 2004, Sister Peg applied for the job. 
However, she was not the only Adrian Dominican 
Sister who was qualified for the position. Sister 
Linda Bevilacqua, a Barry graduate and qualified 
in her own right, also indicated her interest in  
the position. 

“Yes, I applied for the presidency at Barry, because 
I felt called by God to do so,” she said.

Faced with perhaps one of  the toughest decisions 
in the history of  the school, Barry chose Sister 
Linda as its next president.

“Yes, it hurt,” Sister Peg admitted of  the decision. 
“However, I was happy to have a qualified Adrian 
Dominican Sister as the president, and through it 
all, Sister Linda and I remained sisters.”

Other opportunities became available to Sister 
Peg, as she was often called by search firms to sub-
mit her name in presidential searches. But she felt 
strongly about remaining at Barry to assist Sister 
Linda with her transition, and soon settled back 
into her familiar role until another “call” came in 
November 2005.

Siena Heights University, the other higher  
education institution sponsored by the Adrian  
Dominican Sisters, was looking for a new presi-
dent. However, Siena was more than 1,200 miles 
away in a different culture, a different climate, a 
different challenge. Was she willing to make such  
a dramatic change?

“When Siena became available, I really wasn’t 
looking for a change necessarily,” Sister Peg said. 
“I realized after the Barry search that my own in-
ner sense of  fulfillment did not depend on being  
a president. The most important thing for me has 
always been that of  service and how can I best 
serve. When I was approached (for the Siena presi-
dency) I had some soul-searching to do, as I had 
to ask myself  the question, is this a call to be of  
service in a new academic community, is this how  
I can best serve?”

Sister Peg, honest and transparent, sailed  
through the interview process and was the unani-
mous choice of  Siena’s search committee. In  
fact, the firm hired to assist Siena Heights in its 
search called Sister Peg one of  the top three  
candidates it had ever screened as a potential  
university president.
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Below Top: Sister Peg (center) with her leadership team of (from left): 
Sister Sharon Weber, Trudy McSorley, Thomas Kavanagh, Lee Johnson, 
Frank Hribar, Pat Palmer and Deb Carter.

Below Middle: Sister Peg and Sister Jeanne O’Laughlin took in the AAA 
All-Star Game in Toledo, Ohio, with Siena friends.

Below Bottom: Sister Peg shows off her arm during Alumni Weekend 
before the Alumni Baseball Game.



“God blessed us the day He sent Sister Peg our 
way,” said Margaret Scholz Noe ’75, who led the 
presidential search committee last spring and is 
the chairperson of  the Siena Heights Board of  
Trustees. “She has already demonstrated her pas-
sion for the Siena community. True to her word she 
brings all the experience and skill necessary to take 
us into the 21st century embracing our mission 
with clarity of  vision.”

Sisters educationally and experientially to serve 
institutions in leadership positions.”

Remaining true to her Dominican nature and  
relying on her experience at Barry, she believes in 
collaboration in the decision-making process.

“My preferred style of  leadership is collabora-
tion,” Sister Peg said. “But also as president there 
are times when you just need to go ahead and make 
a decision based on the best information you can 
gather from faculty, staff, students and raw data. 
It’s my hope that people will trust me once they 
have the opportunity to get to know me. People 
have to trust that I have done as much homework 
as I can do with my team and that we are making 
the right decisions for our future.”

Starting at Siena
Sister Peg hit the ground running at Siena. She 
reformed the way the administration operates, 
establishing an Executive Council of  the Ad-
ministration (ECA). And thanks to the financial 
support of  her congregation, the campus has seen 
an almost immediate makeover, including new 
carpeting and painted walls in the hallways and 
Sage Student Union. 

During her inaugural address, Sister Peg laid 
out the future of  Siena, which includes adding 
academic programs, becoming more international 
in focus, increasing online course offerings and 
collaborating with the local community at every 
opportunity. And, of  course, she promises Siena 
Heights will remain true to its mission.

“We are a Catholic, Dominican institution. That 
is our identity,” she said. “My hope is that those 
students who come to Siena who are Catholic will 
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live and learn more about what being a Catholic 
means. I also hope that those who come to us who 
are not Catholic will feel welcomed and grow in 
their own faith tradition. As Catholics, I believe 
we are called to be inclusive. The bottom line is we 
are all human beings worshiping the same God by 
whatever name we call God.”

“You can’t just have the vision and not the skills to 
fulfill the vision,” said Sister Jeanne, who delivered 
an emotional and tear-filled tribute to her friend 
at Siena’s inauguration ceremony. “She has the 
sense to get a shared vision, and she has the skills 
to bring it into reality. That’s the thing I’m most 
pleased about. I think she will be fine in what’s 
she’s going to try to do (at Siena Heights). She 
will find a way.”

During her inauguration, Sister Peg further laid 
out her future plan.

“The future of  Siena Heights University will 
be built upon quality academic programs with 
an ethical component that calls our students to 
responsible citizenship,” she said in her inaugural 
address. “Our students will realize that they have 
a purpose in this life that is based on a relation-
ship with God by whatever name they call God. 
They will have a true understanding that all life is 
relational and that whatever they do affects all life 
systems, including their brothers and their sisters. 
Our students will be competent not only in the 
skills and knowledge of  their own professions, but 
they will believe in themselves enough to realize 
that they have something important to contribute 
to society. This is our mission, this is what distin-
guishes us, this is Siena Heights University!”

Can she get an “Amen?” u

“The future of Siena Heights  
University will be built upon  

quality academic programs with  
an ethical component that calls  

our students to responsible citizen- 
ship,” Peg said in her inaugural  

address. “This is our mission, this  
is what distinguishes us, this  

is Siena Heights University!”

Sister Peg was announced as the 10th President  
of  Siena Heights University in April, started her 
duties July 1, and was installed Nov. 3.

“I think it’s good to have an Adrian Dominican 
Sister at the helm of  our own institution when at 
all possible,” Sister Peg said. “That being said, you 
also have to have the professional qualifications to 
do it. You wouldn’t just put a Sister in charge just 
because she is a Sister. Our Adrian Dominican  
Congregation has had the foresight to prepare 



from the alumni office
New Year, New Possibilities

As I write this, we have begun a brand new year 
full of  new prospects and possibilities—including 
the odd notion of  little or no snow in Michigan…
did it all go to Denver?!  After a whirlwind fall 
semester, I am gearing up for an equally lively  
winter and spring surrounded by energetic  
students, inspiring faculty, visionary leaders  
(especially our new president, Sister Peg Albert) 
and the interesting and accomplished alumni 
whose paths cross mine every day.

Here are a few highlights of  Fall ’06 in the  
Alumni Office:

Alumni Weekend brought many of  you to campus 
for a wonderful few days. New additions to the 
weekend included a soccer tailgate, where fans 
consumed 792 White Castle hamburgers provided 
and grilled by Jamie Richardson ’87; and an “Open 
Mic” event emceed by Mike Lane ’05.  For a com-
plete rundown, visit the “news and events” section 
found in “Alumni and Friends” on our website.

Alumni came to class November 3 for Common 
Dialog Day, an academic celebration that kicked 
off  the inaugural festivities for President Peg Al-
bert.  The day’s theme was “Curiosity: Asking the 
Bold Questions” and Seyed-Jalal Hosseini ’96 gave 
a compelling keynote address titled “Distorted 
Morality: Finding God, but Abandoning Love and 
Tolerance.”  A native of  Iran who experienced the 
Iranian revolution first-hand, Jalal made a power-
ful case for separating the institutions of  state and 
church—any church. When government embraces 
religion, he said, religion ends up promoting 
violence and intolerance.  Other speakers included 
Pat Hoffman Kostell ’67, Jennifer Letherer ’02, 
Tim Blackerby ’96, Joe Balusik ’90, Ken Thomp-
son ’76 and Mary Jo Potter ’71.  

The following day, for Sister Peg’s installation 
as our 10th President, a distinguished gathering 
of  alumni marched as class representatives in the 
inaugural procession. Deb Carrington Keller ’74 
officially welcomed Sister Peg on behalf  of  the 
Alumni Association and several alumni spoke as 
“Voices of  Siena” in the ceremony.  Visit our web-
site and check out the inauguration photo albums! 

Best wishes to all Siena Heights alumni—and 
special thanks to the members of  the Alumni As-
sociation Board of  Directors, dedicated graduates 
from across the University who provide leadership 
and support for our alumni programs. 

We are always looking for new ideas, new pos-
sibilities for serving and engaging our alumni. 
Won’t you share your ideas?

Call, write, email or visit.  Any time!

Jennifer A. Hamlin Church 
Associate VP for Advancement &  
Director of  Alumni Relations 
(517) 264-7143 
jhchurch@sienaheights.edu
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Alumni Association Board of Directors 

Joseph J. Balusik III ’90, President 
Deb Carrington Keller ’74, ’75, ’02, Vice President 

Mary Fairweather ’01, Secretary 
Keith J. Rusie ’99, Immediate Past President

Peggy McCaffrey Aniol ’73, ‘74
Geraldine Boykin ‘81
Shannon Bruley ’04

Katherine A. Cusick ‘84
Paul Flowers ’94 

Judy Hill ‘74
 Shirley (Tootie) Horn ‘68

Karen A. Johnson ’04
Matthew Keller ’03 
Michael K. Lane ‘05
Claire Lubaway ‘73

Christa Marsik, OP ‘59
Montez McDonald ’01

Jeanne Whitlow Mosley ‘59
Mary E. Phillips ‘71
Dennis Reeder ‘78

John Stoyka ’04
M. Annette Watson ’05

Dr. Anthony J. Scioly, Faculty Representative 
Erin Mareel ’07, Student Representative
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visit our new alumni website at www.sienaheights.edu



Alumni News

Save these  2007 dates!

Alumni Awards Day—March 15

Sister Mary Alan Stuart, OP ’62 
Sister Ann Joachim Award 

Patricia McDonald, OP ’69 
Saint Dominic Award

Captain John F. Detro ’85 
Outstanding Alumni Award

Take SHU Out to the Ball Game—August 9

Toledo Mud Hens at Fifth Third Field

Alumni Weekend—Sept. 28–30 

Fun for ALL—don’t miss it! 

25th Reunion—Class of 1982

Golden Opportunity Reunions: 
Classes of ’57 (50th), ’52 (55th) and ‘47(60th)

1

6

5
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catching up
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Alumni Profile

Teacher of  Teachers
By Doug Goodnough

Sister Therese Craig, OP Honored 
As One of The Top 100 Theatre 
Practitioners of The 20th Century  
by The Alberta Playwrights Network

Above: Sister Therese Craig, OP, who pioneered and revolution-
ized the theatre and drama programs at Siena Heights, was 
recognized by the Alberta Playwrights Network as one of the top 
100 theatre practitioners of the 20th century. The “Theatre 100” 
honorees were recognized with two gala parties in November, 
and were published in a book to commemorate their accom-
plishments. Sister Therese, a 1948 Siena Heights graduate, was a 
professor at the University of Alberta in Canada for 17 years.

Alumni News
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Stay In Touch! 
 
The Class Notes section 
is compiled from news 
clippings as well as your 
notes, letters, emails and 
phone calls. We welcome 
updates from graduates 
of all SHU locations. 
Information received  
after November 15 will  
appear in the next  
issue of Reflections.

Note: We gladly  
publish wedding and 
birth announcements; 
but we do not announce 
engagements or 
pregnancies.

Send news by email to 
alumni@sienaheights.edu.  
Or if you prefer snail mail, 
send it to: Siena Heights 
Alumni Office, 1247 E. 
Siena Heights Dr., Adrian, 
MI 49221. Or pick up the 
phone and call anytime:  
(517) 264-7143 or  
(800) 693-0506.

Above: Patrick Walsh, 
who taught economics 

and finance for Siena 
Heights in the 1990s at the 
Benton Harbor and Battle 

Creek centers, is living in 
Georgia where he recently 

was named senior vice-
president and commercial 
sales manager at Midtown 

Bank in Atlanta. Previously, 
he was first vice-president 
in the commercial dealer 

services group at SunTrust 
Bank, also in Atlanta. 

Alumni News—Class Notes

class notes
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Alumni News—Class Notes
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Alumni News—Class Notes
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Above: Frank Hribar ’90 
threw out the first pitch at 
Siena’s Toledo Mud Hens 

alumni event in August.  
We will “Take SHU Out to 

the Ball Game” again this 
year on August 9, 2007.  

Be There!  

Alumni News—Class Notes



23Reflections Winter ’07—Be Bold. Think Higher.

Above: Muddonna the 
Mud Hen-ette welcomed 
future Saints (and their 
families) to Fifth Third 
Field in August. 

Alumni News—Class Notes
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Below: Saints parents 
Ralph and Mary Ann 
Hensley of Holland, MI, 
cheer on son Andrew  
and the rest of the men’s 
soccer team during  
Alumni Weekend. 

Alumni News—Class Notes
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Above: The 1993-94 
men’s basketball team 

was honored at this fall’s 
Athletic Hall of Fame 

induction banquet during 
Alumni Weekend ’06. The 

team went 27-8 overall (9-1 
in the WHAC) and won 
both the WHAC regular 

season and tournament 
titles, en route to the NAIA 

National Tournament. 

Alumni News—Class Notes
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Above: Tim Bauer ’82 
(center) reconnected with 
track protégés Shawn 
Winter ’98 and Josh 
Wonders ’99 at the Toledo 
Mud Hens alumni event  
in August. 

Alumni News—Class Notes
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Above: Workers carefully 
place one of the new 
crosses back on the top of 
Sacred Heart Hall during 
the many summer and fall 
renovations on campus. 

Alumni News—Class Notes
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Below: Warming up before 
the Alumni Weekend 5K 
road race are (from left): 

Cat Scholand ’03, Michelle 
Macomber ’05, Lauri Eisen 

’05 and Kaitlin Harvey. 

Alumni News—Class Notes
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Alumni News—Class Notes
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Alumni News—Class Notes
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Alumni News—Class Notes
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			       NEW TAX-SAVING OPPORTUNITY FOR FRIENDS OF SIENA

		                 The Pension Protection Act of 2006 encourages individuals who  
		             are 70 ½ and older to use funds from an IRA to support charitable  
		          organizations. You can now make a gift to Siena Heights from your IRA  
		       without tax complications while you are living and witness the benefits  
		   of your generosity.  

	              For more information about this opportunity, please contact your IRA  
	           custodian, or you may contact the office of planned giving at Siena Heights:   
	        800-693-0506 or advancement@sienaheights.edu.


