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ORIGINALITY REPORT 

Students will be able to view the Originality Report if the instructor specifies that students are 
allowed to do so.  The Originality Report provides a summary of matching or similar areas of 
text found in a submitted paper.  When students are allowed to view an Originality Report, an 
icon will appear in the Contents Column of the student class portfolio page.  This icon shows a 
percentage and a corresponding color indicating where the percentage falls in terms of 
matching content.  The Originality Report is usually completed within ten to fifteen minutes of 
the submission time.  The time may vary depending on the levels of usage during different 
periods of the academic year. 

The following codes/colors indicate the amount of matching text found by the comparison of 
the paper with the different sites. 

 Blue – no matching words 
 Green – one matching word (24% similarity index) 
 Yellow – 25-49% similarity index 
 Orange – 50-74% similarity index 
 Red – 75-100% similarity index 

Open the Report 
The Originality Report can be viewed in one of four modes.  For additional information about 
using Turnitin, go to the Turnitin Home Page (www.turnitin.com).  Once in this page, click the 
Support tab.  Access any of the training materials that might be of assistance. 
 Click on the course where the paper was submitted. 
 The Assignment Inbox & Portfolio window will display (see illustration below). 

 Under Actions, click the Show Details link. 
 Click the Originality Report icon to display the report. 
 The Originality Report will display in the window (see illustration top of next page). 
 The top of the report will display the date and time, the word count, and the ID number for 

the submitted paper. 
 The left side of the window displays the paper that was submitted to Turnitin. 
 The sections of the paper that have matches will be color-coded. 
 The right side of the Report shows the references from the Web or other reports that have 

been submitted to Turnitin. 
 The Report is color coded; making it easy to determine which reference applies to which 

material. 
 When the numbers that appear next to each reference is clicked, the section of the report 

that contains the reference material will appear. 

http://www.turnitin.com/
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 The percentage of the material in the paper that matches the reference will appear to the 
right of the number. 
 To open a Web site, click the Web site link below the reference. 
 If a reference to a paper from another school is displayed, permission has to be 

requested from the originator of the paper before it will display. 
(1) Click the link for the reference. 
(2) Click the Send a Request to View This Paper link. 
(3) An email message will be send to the originator of the paper. 

 To exclude any quoted material from the Report, click the Exclude Quoted link (see 
illustration below). 

 Click the Exclude Bibliography link to remove references to bibliography items from the 
Report (see illustration above). 

 Click the Exclude Small Matches to exclude matches that contain a specified number of 
words (see illustration above). 
 A dialog box will display that allows you to specify the percentage or number of words 

to exclude. 
 Once a value has been specified in either area, a value has to continually be specified. 

  To print a copy of the Report, click the Print icon which appears on the right side of the 
window. 

 To download a copy of the report so it can be viewed offline, click the Download button. 
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