
 
Siena Heights University 
Dr. Cathy J. Siebert 
ENG 341  

PRELIMINARY COURSE OUTLINE 
 

Date Topic Readings Due 

 
9/12 

Introduction to Course 
Instructor/Student Introductions 
Forms of Expository Writing 
 Process Analysis 
 Compare/Contrast 
 Cause/Effect 

Introduction to Argumentation 
 Problem/Solution 
 Classical 

Introduction to APA 

1)  Read “Shitty First Drafts” in the course packet 
2)  Student paper examples 
3)  Student example of a documented argument 

APA Quiz distributed 

 
 

Date Topic Readings Due 

 
10/3 
 

Peer Review/Conferencing for 
Contemporary Research Paper 
Review of APA 
Writing about Literature 
Frankenstein 
Research and Conferencing 

1)  Frankenstein (the whole book!) 
2)  Frankenstein arguments (student examples in 
course packet) 

Draft of Contemporary 
Topic Research Paper 
(please bring 3 copies 
of your draft to class) 
 
APA Quiz  

 
The Contemporary Topic Research Paper must be to Cathy by 11:59 p.m., October 11th.



 
 

Date Topic Readings Due 

 
10/24 
 

 
Introduction to Shakespeare 
Hamlet 

1)  “On First Sitting Down to Read (or See) 
Hamlet” 
2)  Hamlet 
3)  Optional—William Shakespeare information 
4)  Hamlet arguments (student examples in 
course packet 

Draft of Frankenstein 
Arguments  
(please bring 3 copies 
of your draft to class) 

 
The Frankenstein Research Paper must be to Cathy by 11:59 p.m., November 1st. 
 

Date Topic Readings Due 

 
11/14 

Much Ado about Nothing 
Review of APA 
Topic development for the Shakespeare 
Research Paper 
Researching and Conferencing 
Course Wrap Up 

1)  “Humor in Shakespeare” 
2)  Much Ado about Nothing plot 
summaries 
3)  Much Ado about Nothing argument 
examples 

Draft of Hamlet 
Arguments 
(please bring 3 copies 
of your draft to class) 

 
The final Shakespeare paper must be submitted to Cathy by 11:59 p.m., December 13th. 


